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The federal government must do more to help states cope with the rising costs of illegal immigration, said Sen. John Cornyn, R-Texas, April 2 at a hearing on Capitol Hill. (NEWS)
Because illegal immigration promises to be a hot topic in this election year, state officials are highlighting the effects that illegal immigration has on border states. Texas estimated the total cost in a seven-year span to be $330.9 million, according to an April 5 press release. (SCOPE)
As of January 2000, close to 7 million illegal immigrants lived in the United States, according to a CBS news report in January 2003. (CONTEXT)
The crisis of illegal immigration alarms the average U.S. citizen but especially the citizens living in border states such as Texas. The cost to Texas taxpayers was more than $4.7 billion to cover the cost of education, medical care and incarceration of the illegal immigrant population, according to an April 2005 report from the Federation for American Immigration Reform. (IMPACT)
The U.S./Mexico Border Counties Coalition is recommending that Congress reimburse border counties “for the fiscal consequences of failed immigration policies,” according to a March 5 press release. (EDGE)
As a divided government continues to wrestle with the issue of illegal immigration, border states are feeling hard pressed to deal with the growing financial side effects of this issue, according to a New York Times article Feb. 3, 2006.

In February 2006, Arizona faced the financial burden of dealing with illegal immigrants in the public school systems. Under court order to remediate the states 154,000 non-English speaking students, Arizona faced a fine of $500,000 a day until it complied with the order. The governor’s proposal to solve the problem was to spend $45 million to expand classes teaching English as a second language, according to a New York Times article Feb. 3, 2006.

Illegal immigration has also lead to rising costs in the prison systems across the country, costs that Cornyn said he thinks should fall to the federal government.
 “ I have heard from a number of my constituents—law enforcement personnel, sheriffs and alike—who would like the federal government to provide them some assistance so they can do their job,” Cornyn said. “They are scratching their heads wondering why the U.S. government would give $1.4 billion to Mexico for its security effort when it’s unwilling to fund local law enforcement’s efforts to fill that gap while the federal government catches up.” 

Elected into the Senate in 2002, Cornyn has been a leader in securing U.S. borders while also supporting broader reforms for the broken immigration system, according to a biography on his personal Web site. Cornyn recently sponsored two bills ensuring that states will be quickly reimbursed for the cost of imprisoning criminal illegal aliens. 

 “Our nation's immigration and border security system is badly broken,” Cornyn said. “It leaves our borders unprotected, threatens our national security, and makes a mockery of the rule of law.”
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