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	The Knowledge Dimension (Item Distribution)

	Factual 
	Conceptual
	Procedural
	Metacognitive

	9
	16
	2
	

	The Cognitive Process Dimension (Item Distribution)

	Remember
	Understand
	Apply
	Analyze
	Evaluate
	Create

	6
	9
	10
	2
	
	

	Score Distribution (Number of Students by Percentage Correct)*

	Below 50%
	50-59%
	60-69%
	70-79%
	80-89%
	90-100%

	1**
	5
	7
	10
	6
	8


* After curve

** There was one “0” for a student who has been cutting class, unexcused absence.  This student is yet to show up since the day of the test.

Knowledge Dimension Distribution Reflection:

I think the  test was good in the fact that when I worked with my master teacher on creating the test, we worked together to pick the questions that not only test their knowledge of the content (like the quizzes do) but that are more application based questions.  There were some factual questions at the start which the students did really well on.  There were also many conceptual ones that weren’t on simple vocabulary definitions, but on understanding concepts.  If I were to make the test again, however, I would actually add a few more “factual” questions because the test was for a sheltered class, and their instruction is based on a lot of vocabulary.  The numbers reflect a pretty good score distribution, but that was after the curve.  

Cognitive Process Dimension Distribution Reflection:

One thing I did like about the test was that it required the ability to think critically about the questions.  You have to know the information, but also apply with many of the “application questions.”  One question I liked was “which of the six basic principles of the Constitution can be diluted when the President and a majority of the members of Congress are of the same political party?”  wit the choices A) Separation of powers, B) Limited government, C) Federalism, and D) all of the above.  The answer is A) separation of powers, but even if they knew what separation of powers was, they have to think about why it is diluted when the majority of congress and the president are of the same political party.  I liked how that took the information, definition, and applied them in a hypothetical scenario.  There were also two “analyze” questions, where they had to analyze a checks and balances chart.  They had much practice reading and analyzing the charts in class.  One in particular was asking a specific question about Congress checking a presidential veto and it was more than copying the information from the appropriate part of the chart, but it was deciphering which part of the right box in the chart was the correct answer.  (there were many things in the “Legislative Branch checking Executive Branch” box, but they needed one piece in particular, the “override veto with 2/3 vote” part.)  

Score Distribution Reflection:

One thing the Master Teacher and I did was throw out three questions that many students missed, and we decided we should have taught differently.  After that, we also curved the test.  The highest test-taker only missed 2 problems, so we were confident that our top students can do well, but it’s still challenging.  I did spend a few days re-teaching things that people got wrong as well.  One change I am currently making is that I am going to look at the Chapter 4 test in more detail at time I will start teaching Chapter 4, to make sure the key parts on the test are covered adequately in the lessons.  Although it was hard for me initially to write a percentage lower than 60 (or to give/write an F), the master teacher said that it is inevitable and many of the students do not study, and only 5 Fs out of about 40 students is not unreasonable.  

