
 

 

A lot can happen in an hour. That’s what I learned after spending 60 minutes with Lynn 

Burdett and Toni Constable. I arrived as potential adopters were there playing with the 

seven kittens (and Mom) being fostered by the couple. As Lynn, Toni and I had an 

enjoyable chat, the family played with the kittens in their own room. At the same time I 

met three of Lynn and Toni’s cat and spent a little time with the kittens myself. By the 

time I left I had holes in my socks and an appreciation of the amount of work these two 

perform for the MEOW foundation. 

  

Lynn and Toni began volunteering with MEOW 4 and a half years ago and in that time 

they have done it all! From fostering to helping at displays to commercial shoots, these 

two have put forth a helping hand in a variety of ways. Primarily, Lynn does the electrical 

work at the shelter and Toni helps with socialization of cats.  Shy cats are one of her main 

focus’. As Lynn explains “The two we got first were so shy and had been there (at the 

MEOW shelter) so long so she decided that she should be there helping trying to speed 

them up so they’re not in the shelter for so long.” Socialization requires a great deal of 

patience and dedication. One of their cats actually took four and a half years to become 

comfortable with being touched. 

 

When the couple is not volunteering at the shelter and undertaking other little tasks for 

MEOW, they are providing a loving environment for foster cats. Taking on eight foster 

cats, 7 of which are kittens is an enormous feat. Even more impressive is how loved and 

happy each one is. They have a room of their own to roam freely and toys with which to 

play with. Toni held up a sock turned into a toy and we shared a laugh since three of the 

kittens were attacking my feet at that time. Lynn and Toni go an extra mile with their 

fosters, this has included taking them to a commercial shoot for Mark’s Work Warehouse 

- look for the famous kittens in a future Mark’s Work Warehouse advertisement. 

 

 The couple also owns six of their own cats, four of whom are feral and all of which have 

been adopted. After spending time with them and their pets, it was clear how deep this 

couple’s commitment was to helping cats in need.  Jake Forrester of the MEOW 

Foundation explains it best “…they don’t just talk about helping cats – they actually live 

that life. They have rescued cats in their area, they foster mom and kittens, they socialize 

ferals and have adopted ferals, they go to the shelter and work with the cats – there is no 

end to it.”  

 

At the end of the hour much had been accomplished. For my part, I had my interview and 

a very clear sense of how much hard work this couple had put in for MEOW. It was 

evident how much they cared about cats and how strongly they felt about helping the 

ones with the most need. I had seen up close how loved the cats in their house were and 

even gotten an opportunity to play with the adorable kittens. But the best part of the hour 

was about half way through, the potential adopters had become firm adopters and one of 

the foster kittens had a new home. And that wouldn’t have been possible without the hard 

work of these two volunteers  

 



 


