
! e tragedy at Virginia Tech 
still resonates among students at 
ASU and a recent bill allowing the 
carrying of concealed handguns 
on college campuses in Texas has 
some students wondering if they 
would be protected if the un-
thinkable were to occur.

Senior Pete Parker doesn’t think 
that allowing concealed handguns 
on campus would do anything to 
stop violence if it were to occur.

“I’d say if anything, it is going 
to increase the chance of violence 
happening on campus,” Parker 
said. “But no matter what, to 
someone who’s motivated enough 
to cause that much violence will 
do it no matter what the legisla-
tion says.”

Rep. Joe Driver R-District 113 
who authored the bill said this al-
lowance would remove a gun-free 
zone, where currently only “bad 
guys” carry guns.

“(! e bill would insure that) 

those who have gone through the 
rules, had a background check 
and abide by the rules can step on 
a college campus and don’t have to 

disarm themselves,” Driver said. 
“! at’s the reason these people 
have gotten their license: to pro-
tect themselves.”

Driver said the status of the bill 
is good and will probably come 
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Freshmen Darius Alexander and 
Clay Blackburn have been practicing 
Parkour for about four months, using 
the ASU campus as their architectur-
al obstacle course.                                

Two years and 20 days without 
a ! rst lady, ASU will welcome 
Barbara Barnhart, the soon-
to-be Mrs. Rallo, as the femi-
nine face of the university.
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Sta!  Editorial: Should students 
be allowed to legally carry con-

cealed weapons on campus?

! e Ram Page believes students 
shouldn’t be allowed to carry con-
cealed weapons on the university 
campus. 
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“Never permit the investigative power of government to 
chill the expression of any opinion or report of what the 
writer has reason to believe to be the truth.”    
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High: 77 °F 
Low: 60 °F

Saturday, May 2
High: 75 °F 
Low:  62 °F

High: 79 °F 
Low: 54 °F

Sunday, May 3
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FINAL EXAM SCHEDULE
Monday, May 11, 2009 
MWF/MW 8 a.m. classes 8 a.m. – 10 a.m. 
MWF/MW 10 a.m. classes 10:30 a.m. – 12:30 p.m. 
MWF/MW  Noon classes 1 p.m. – 3 p.m. 
MW 1:30 p.m. classes 3:30 p.m. – 5:30 p.m. 
MWF/MW 2 p.m. classes 3:30 p.m. – 5:30 p.m. 
MW 4:30 p.m. classes 4:30 p.m. – 6:30 p.m. 
M 5:30 p.m. classes 6 p.m. – 8 p.m. 
MW/M 6 p.m. classes 6 p.m. – 8 p.m. 

Tuesday, May 12, 2009 
TR 8 a.m. classes 8 a.m. – 10 a.m. 
TR/T/R 11 a.m. classes 10:30 a.m. – 12:30 p.m. 
TR/T 2 p.m. classes 1 p.m. – 3 p.m. 
TR 4:30 p.m. classes 4:30 pm. – 6:30 p.m. 
T 5:30 p.m. classes 6 p.m. – 8 p.m. 
TR/T 6 p.m. classes 6  p.m. – 8 p.m. 

Wednesday, May 13, 2009 
MWF/MW 9 a.m. classes 8 a.m. – 10 a.m. 
MWF/MW 11 a.m. classes 10:30 a.m. – 12:30 p.m. 
MWF/MW 1 p.m. classes 1 p.m. – 3 p.m. 
MWF/W 3 p.m. classes 3:30 p.m. – 5:30 p.m. 
W 6 p.m. classes 6 p.m. – 8 p.m. 

) ursday, May 14, 2009 
TR/T 9:30 a.m. classes 8 a.m. – 10 a.m. 
TR/R 12:30 p.m. classes 10:30 a.m. – 12:30 p.m. 
TR 3:30 p.m. classes 1 p.m. – 3 p.m. 
TR 4:30 p.m. classes 4:30 p.m. – 6:30 p.m. 
R 6 p.m. classes 6  p.m. – 8 p.m. 
TR 7:30 p.m. classes 6 p.m. – 8 p.m. 

Legislation ‘shoots’ for handguns on campus

S*(!&* B"%*+,SGA hopes for - rst 
victory against faculty, 
sta.  at so/ ball game

! e - rst Sunday of May will mark 
the 23rd annual so. ball game between 
the Student Government Association 
vs. ASU’s faculty and sta/  and both 
sides of the rivalry are teeming with 
predictions of this year’s outcome.

”I see that there is a 30 percent 
chance of rain on Sunday, so I would 
say there is a 70 percent chance [the] 
Faculty/Sta/  will maintain its winning 
streak,” Associate Professor of Math-
ematics Dr. Karl Havlak said.

 Former Student Body President 
Seth Chomout, who participated in 
last year’s game predicted otherwise.

 “! e faculty and sta/  are going 
down,” Chomout said.  

In the 23-year history of the event, it 
would be only the second win for the 
SGA.  

“In the past, they (the faculty) 
have killed the students,” Chomout 
said.  “Last year they only beat us by 
one point.  ! is year we’re hoping to 
change that”

Special Events Facilities / Services 
Director Greg Pecina, who has been 

involved in all 22 previous games, en-
joys getting the students, sta/  and fac-
ulty together. 

“Even a. er 27 years working here I 
manage to meet someone new every 
year we do this,” he said.  

Both Chomout and Pecina agree that 
last year’s game was competitively the 
closest seen in a while, with the SGA 
losing by a mere point. 

“! e competitive nature of everyone 
involved is ampli- ed when the stu-
dents start talking trash,” Pecina said. 
“I always tell the Sta/ /Faculty team 
that we’re not out here to win or lose, 
but it is more fun to win.”  

Pecina said he looks forward to win-
ning his 22nd Championship T-shirt.

“! e SGA must have a closet full of 
the ‘I Participated’ T-shirts,” Pecina 
said. “We have a lot of fun doing this 
and it makes for a great tradition. As 
for the past student body president’s 
quote that we’re ‘going down,’ we’ll just 
have to let our bats do the talking next 
Sunday.”
! e game is scheduled for Sunday, 

May 3 from 3 p.m. - 5 p.m. at the ASU/
SAY Baseball Complex, 4565 Arden 
Road, located between the Blu/ s and 
Jim Bass Ford.

Photo Illustration by Jason Hook
If Texas campuses are no longer gun-free zones, the police will have a considerably 
di0  cult time distinguishing which students are permitted to hold and who aren’t.

ASU’s Student Government Associa-
tion swore in new senators at its meet-
ing Monday. A. er reciting the oath of 
o0  ce, the senators were appointed a 
department to represent. SGA voted 
three weeks ago to realign its represen-
tation from colleges to departments in 
order to better represent students.

Senators sworn in were Heather 
Lovett, Sean Apostalo, AJ Lopez III, 
Ross O’Dell, Jessica Bell, Jennifer 
Lovett, Jeremy Justen, Heather Tsch-
irhart, Jarrett Louder, Jacob Wasonga, 
Claire Chomout, Gaylon Wilmeth and 
Sonja Blumentritt.

SGA is currently trying to - ll senate 
positions within the following depart-
ments: Accounting, Economics and 
Finance, Management and Marketing, 
Teacher Education, Kinesiology, Art 
and Music, English, History, Mod-
ern Languages, Psychology, Sociology 
and Social Work, Biology, Chemistry 
and Biochemistry, Computer Science, 
Mathematics, Physics, Nursing, Physi-
cal ! erapy, Graduate Studies and 
freshman representation.

Students interested in a senatorial 
position with SGA can contact Je/  
Harris in the SGA o0  ces from 1-5 
Monday – Friday.

SGA also announced the resignation 
of Dr. Andrew Wallace as adviser. Wal-
lace has been SGA adviser for the last 
six years.  ! e new adviser has yet to 
be named.
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Lone Star Showdown

Freshman Sandy James and the Ram-
belles head to Abilene for the Lone Star 
Conference Championship.         page 7     

Students honored with presidential  and distinguished awards

Several ASU students will be rec-
ognized for their achievements with 
the Presidential and Distinguished 
Student Awards. 

Senior Biology major Jason Strick-
land will receive the Presidential 
Award along with the - ve students 

receiving the Distinguished Student 
awards for 
their respec-
tive under-
graduate col-
leges. 

“Winning 
the Presiden-
tial Award 
means a lot to 

me,” Strickland said. “! e Biology 
Department, Tri-Beta, the Honors 
Program and Residential Programs 
all had a big impact on my ability to 
win the award, and I was very proud 
to be able to represent them.”
! e Distinguished Student Award 

recipients are Scott Henrich, college 
of business; Jessica Nichols, college 
of education; Erin Marks, College 

of Liberal and Fine Arts; Kalie Ger-
ber, College of Nursing and Allied 
Health; and Jennifer Hendryx, Col-
lege of Sciences. 

“! ere are so many talented, dili-
gent students who are equally as de-
serving for this award,” Marks said, 
“I’m humbled and honored I was 
chosen to represent the College of 
Liberal and Fine Arts. “

Marks also conveyed her excite-
ment when she received a letter 
notifying her of the award and how 
the honor will serve as a reminder 
of a job well done. 

“For me, determination and pri-
orities were key,” Gerber said. “As 
a student, I try to learn as much as 
possible and try my best.” 
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out sometime next week in the house. 
“I have over 76 joined co-sponsors who 

said they will be voting for it if it comes to 

the ! oor.”
If the legislation passes, Texans who have 

state-issued, concealed handgun licenses 
would be allowed to carry a weapon on the 
grounds of any institution of higher learning 
in Texas.

“We feel comfortable about it,” Driver said. 
“It’s kind of like the weather, you have to be 
ready for whatever happens.”

Although the bill has not been passed yet, 
UPD is in strong opposition to the bill. Ac-
cording to Chief of University Police James 
Adams, such legislation would make violence 
on campus harder to manage.

 “While we support the rights of people to 
bear arms and to carry weapons and that type 
of thing, obviously our responsibility is to 
protect a college campus,” Adams said. “" is 
would make the possibility of someone with a 
weapon harder to manage.”

Adams took a strong position on the mat-
ter. 

“Some would argue that it makes students 
safer, and I can see some of those arguments. 
" e other side of the argument is it makes 
those students less safe in that you’re relying 
on people who have limited training,” Adams 
said.

When ASU’s student senate was asked 
about the bill, they had yet to formulate a 
stance.

According to a press release from Sen.  Je#  
Wentworth, R-San Antonio, who introduced 
the bill, laws as they stand now leave cam-

puses helpless.
“I have no desire to wake up one morning 

and read in the newspaper, or hear on the 
radio or watch on television a news report 
that 32 Texas college students were gunned 
down like sitting ducks by some deranged 
gunman, as happened at Virginia Tech, due 
to a state law in Texas that makes college kids 
defenseless against this type of random vio-
lence which results in needless tragedy,” Wen-
tworth said.

State law mandates that only Texans who 
are 21 years of age or older who have been 
trained and received a thorough background 
check may be licensed to carry a concealed 
weapon in Texas. Private institutions are able 
to opt out of the law.

Adams said his main concern with this leg-
islation would be the inability for o$  cers to 
correctly identify a violent shooter.

“What I see as being extremely di$  cult is 
o$  cers responding to an active shooter or 
some other type of incident,” Adams said. 
“How are they going to be able to distinguish 
who the people with the guns are the good 

guys and who the people with the guns are 
the bad guys?  So I think from a concealed 
to carry permit standpoint, it places them in 
some danger because the o$  cers won’t know 
by just visibly seeing them and knowing who 
is who.”

" e UPD currently uses 
ASUalert, an alert system that allows the de-
partment to contact students in the event of 
an emergency. 
" e bill to allow handguns on university 

campuses was introduced on Feb. 26 and was 
passed by the Out-of-House Committee. " e 
bill is now waiting to be heard by the Texas 
House of Representatives. If passed, the new 
law would take e# ect September 2009. 

“Why not? People are 
going to bring guns on 
campus whether they 
have permission or not.”

Chris DeLeon
freshman

If they have their lisense 
and register it through 
the school, then I have 
no problem with it.

Art Flores
junior

“I won’t feel safe.”

Maureen Medina
freshman

“If a campus is full of 
paranoid students/faculty, 
all wondering who’s packing 
heat and who isn’t, 
tragedy is bound to follow.”

Jason Hook
senior - sidewalk survey guy

“I think it’s just ask-
ing for trouble.”

Vincent Perez
junior

“I don’t think some people 
can handle the responsibil-

ity of having a gun on a 
college campus.”

Dillon Kane
freshman

At the end of the spring semester, many faculty 
members held in high esteem by colleagues and stu-
dents alike will say farewell to ASU.

Dr. Fritz Leifeste
Dr. Leifeste, Associate Professor of Curriculum and 

instruction, will be retiring a% er 39 years of teaching, 
10 at ASU.  He began at ASU in the fall of 1999 as an 
Assistant Professor, and later spent three years as Area 
Coordinator for the Texas Educators Association’s 
“No Child Le%  Behind” program.  

Dr. Leifeste said though he was supposed to be 
working half-time in both the program and faculty 
work, the program itself was a full-time position as he 
was traveling 80 nights a year primarily to Austin.

Dr. Nancy Hadley
Associate Professor of Teacher Education Dr. Nan-

cy Hadley, who has taught at ASU for & % een years is 
also saying goodbye.

 According to Dr. Lu Stephens, Director of the Su-
perintendent Program in the Department of Curricu-
lum and instruction, Dr. Hadley is a remarkable pro-
fessor who excels in technology.  She received her B. S. 
as well as her doctorate from the University of North 
Texas, and has developed programs at ASU that are 
very successful with the undergraduate students.  

Dr. J. & omas Yokum
Dr. Yokum, Professor of Management Science, is 

wrapping up his 10th and & nal year at ASU.  Dr. Tom 
Badgett, who was an undergraduate student with Yo-
kum at Texas Christian University over 30 years ago, 
joined ASU’s faculty in 1988 and is in part due credit 
for Yokum’s decision to come on board two years 
later.  

 “What impresses me most about the man is that 
even though he teaches such large classes, he always 

recognizes his students, and he always calls them by 
their name,” Badgett said. “How he does that, I have 
no idea.”  

According to Badgett, Yokum is a professor stu-
dents respect “because he has very high standards for 
performance, but at the same time, he has very warm 
regards for them as individuals.”

Jerry Perry and Dr. Walter Noelke
Dr. Laurence Jones considers Assistant Professor of 

Government Mr. Jerry Perry, who is also retiring this 
year, not only as a colleague but as a close friend. 

“He helped me enhance my ability to teach federal 
and state government,” Jones said.  He and Perry have 
in the past gone to elementary schools dressed up as 
Alexander Hamilton and Patrick Henry to teach & % h 
graders about the constitution and also volunteered 
to help celebrate Constitution Day.  

“He de& nitely will be missed,” Jones said, profes-
sionally and as a friend.  Jones believes it was faculty 
like Perry and Professor of Government Dr. Walter 
Noelke, who is also retiring, who set the standards for 
others to try to follow, both students and other fac-
ulty. 

 “For whatever reason, unfortunately, [Noelke and 
Perry] haven’t been given a quarter of the credit they 
deserve,” Jones said.

 “" e university will not be the same without them,” 
Dr. Edward Olson said of Noelke and Perry, also 
known by his students as “Parson Perry” due to his 
tendency to sound like a Baptist preacher during his 
lectures. 

 “" ere’s probably no person alive, I think, that has 
a more fundamental understanding of the U.S. Con-
stitution and constitutional law,” Olson said.

 Olson said his department receives compliments 
from Perry’s former students all the time that go on to 
law school and have a better understanding of consti-
tutional law than their peers in schools like Harvard, 
Columbia and Georgetown. 

Faculty bids ASU goodbye 

" e Ram Page recently received 16 
awards from the Texas Intercolle-
giate Press Association in Dallas 
in the following categories:

Division 3 Newspaper Competition
Spring-Fall 2008

Victoria Petrie
 First Place—Ad Design
Jason Hook 
 Second Place— Sports Action Photo
 " ird Place—Feature Photo
 Honorable Mention—Photo Illustration
Dana Murphy
 Second Place—Feature Story
Danielle Wright
 Second Place—Feature Story
Sun Cha
 Honorable Mention—Critical Review
Leah Cooper
 " ird Place—News Story 
 Honorable Mention—Headline
Ben Rossi
 " ird Place

       Single Subject Presentation
      Honorable Mention
         Opinion/Editorial Page Design

  Honorable Menion—Editorial Cartoon
Sun Cha & Ben Rossi     
 Honorable Mention—Page One Design
Aaron Lee
 " ird Place—Sports Page Design 
Codi Craddock, Tim Lester , and 
Melissa Davis-Crump   
 Honorable Mention—Picture Story
Anthony Valva
 Honorable Mention—General Column
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Photo by Jason Hook
A set of lists were sent out to ASU and other institutions 
o+ ering the adoption of outdated books from the ASU 
Library. Books not adopted are simply being thrown away.


