
CHARLTON COUNTY
Georgia

F A C T  S H E E T

Charlton County was founded in 1854 from a 
portion of Camden County and is Georgia’s 

110th county

About Charlton

Charlton has three municipalities: 
Folkston, Homeland and St. George. 
The city of Folkston is the county seat, 
named after a prominent local family.

Folkston is the self-proclaimed "Marriage 
Capital of the World." Floridians unable to 
endure their state's waiting period to tie 
the knot cross the state line 
to wed here!

Okefenokee

Charlton contains a 
large part of the 
Stephen C. Foster State 
Park and the Okefenokee National 
Wildlife Refuge and Wilderness Area, 
attracting 350,000 visitors annually.

Demographics

• Charlton is home to over 10,700 
residents, with a steadily growing 
population which has grown 97.3%  
from 1970-2009. 

• Largely rural,  accommodating 13.9 
persons / square mile.

• Predominantly white population 
(68.7%) with blacks as the largest 
minority group (28.9%). 

• 97.8% of residents speak only 
English at home.

Economy

Top 3 industries in Charlton:

•Education, health and social 
services

•Manufacturing

•Construction

Charlton Health Status

Did you know...

Top Health 
Priorities Risk Factors

Cardiovascular 

Disease (CVD)

Tobacco use, diet high in saturated fats 
and cholesterol, physical inactivity, 
obesity, excessive alcohol use

Diabetes Obesity, physical inactivity, poor diet

Teen Pregnancy and 

Sexually Transmitted 

Diseases

Unprotected sexual activity,       
substance abuse, sexual pressure,  
assault and dating violence, access         
to health care services



Project SOS

Challenges youth to find their voice in 
sports, arts or academics, encouraging 
youth to understand they are unique and 
powerful. 

Family Connection

Cultivating self sufficient families, so that 
children are raised in a healthy and 
supportive environment.

Ferst Foundation

Provides books for local communities to 
prepare all Georgia preschool children for 
reading and learning success.

Fit WIC

Improves parenting skills and involve WIC 
staff and community members for children 
to receive a unified obesity prevention 
message.

Camp 
Iwannabreathe

Two day camp for 
children diagnosed 
with asthma held first week of summer 
break. 

Service Organizations

OWL - Okefenokee Wildlife League
Conducts public service activities in 
accordance with Okefenokee Wildlife 
Refuges’ goals and objectives.

The Red Hat Society
Encourages women to pursue “fun, 
friendship, freedom and fulfillment of 
lifelong dreams and fitness.” 

The Lions Club
Works with sight programs, including 
vision screenings, eye banks and eyeglass 
recycling.

*Contact	  Charlton	  County	  Health	  Department	  
for	  more	  informa5on	  about	  these	  programs	  

Community Resources*
Charlton Health Priorities

Charlton County Health 
Department

Nurse Manager
Brenda Drury, ADN

Environmental Health
Bobby Brooker

2587 Third Street
PO Box 605

Folkston, GA 31537-1303

912-496-2561
912-496-2623 (F) 

Hours of Operation: 
7:30am - 5:30pm, Monday - Thursday 
8:00am - 5:00pm, Friday 

Keep Your Heart Healthy!

Don’t smoke.Smoking or using 
other tobacco products is one of 
the most significant risk factors for 
developing heart disease.

Get Active. The 
numerous parks 
and Okefenokee 
Refuge provide 
several 
opportunities to 
increase physical 
activity and enjoy 
the outdoors.

Eat healthy foods. Visit Davis’ 
Produce, an indoor farmers’ market, 
for a selection of fresh foods low in 
fat, cholesterol and sodium.
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Did you know? Cardiovascular 
disease was the leading cause of 
death in Charlton County in 2007.

Health Priority Areas

• The top three causes of death in Charlton County are 1) cardiovascular 
disease, 2) cancer, and 3) diabetes.

• The teen birth rate in Charlton in 2008 
was 74.9 per 1,000 females aged 15-19 
yrs, 40% higher than GA and 45% 
higher than the US.

• Sexually transmitted diseases, 
particularly Chlamydia, is a concern 
when looking at race and gender. The 
Chlamydia rate of black females in 
Charlton is more than double (58% greater) that of black females in GA.

• 21% of Charlton County residents lived below the poverty level in 2008. 
When looking at race and gender, 34% of families were black. Female 
household families living in poverty made up nearly 50%. 


