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Hip-Hop and Spoken Word Pioneers The Last Poets
Washington, DC — Hip Hop and spoken word pioneers headline the Blues Alley Jazz Club on July 19th. The Last Poets, a group of poets and musicians who arose from the late 1960s African American civil rights movement will perform at 8pm & 10pm.  Hosted by radio personality Askia Muhammed of WPFW with guest Carolyn Malachi and Face; funds from the event will support the sixth annual DC Poetry Festival at the Carter Barron Amphitheatre, Friday August 24, 2010 at 7:30 PM. 
The group today comprises of spoken word artist Umar Bin Hassan, Abiodun Oyewole and Abiodun Oyewole. The original Last Poets formed on May 19, 1968, in East Harlem, New York. Original members included Felipe Luciano, Gylan Kain and David Nelson. Since its conception, The Last Poets albums have featured politically charged poetry with lyrics that often dealt with social issues facing African Americans. More recently, The Last Poets have collaborated with modern rap artists such Common, Kanye-West, Wu-Tang Clan and Nas.

The evening’s venue will also showcase the infectious Carolyn Malachi, a vocalist and producer who labels her music as "haute eclectic soular blues." Malachi, who is the great-granddaughter of jazz pianist John Malachi, has created her own modern gumbo of jazz, hip-hop, and spoken word. 
Featured poets also include local legends Bonmani Amare from Bus Boys & Poets, FACE, Angela Israeli, Black Academic, Brother Earl from New York City. 

This event made possible by the collaborative efforts of Genesis Poets Music, Inc., a local Independent Record Label and non-profit partner CentroNía.  
###

CentroNía is a nationally accredited, award-winning learning organization that empowers underserved communities and provides affordable quality education programs, professional development and family-support services in a bilingual, multicultural environment to more than 2,500 children, youth and families in the greater Washington, DC metropolitan area.

MEDIA ADVISORY
	WHO:
	CentroNía & Genesis Poets Music, Inc

	WHAT:
	The Last Poets- spoken word and music event

	WHEN:
	July 19th, 2010 

	WHERE:
	Blues Alley Jazz Club, 1073 Wisconsin Ave. NW, Washington, DC 20007
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