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They’ll help take you to task
Productivity apps to turn 
that smartphone into 
your personal assistant

YES, we all know how multifunctional 
smartphones are. But I have to admit that 
when work needs to be done, my device is 
a huge distraction, constantly alerting me to 
updates in my social network and tempting 
me to have just one more go at Angry Birds.

Here’s how to turn this ship around 
and transform the gadget into your trusty 
sidekick when you need to be super 
productive. And just so you don’t have to 
waste time on purchase decisions, all the 
apps below are free. MAY CHUA

Android: Astrid Tasks
Astrid Tasks is a 
feature-rich to-do list 
app that helps you stay 
on top of your day-to-
day chores. It allows 
you to search and filter 
through your tasks to 
sniff out the desired 
one. The usual features 
like a home screen 
widget and pushing 
reminders to your 
notification bar are also present. And, since 
we sometimes need more help getting 
through the daily grind, you can choose 
to have the app display an encouraging 
message in each reminder. Google Tasks 
users can also sync their lists with Astrid.

Blackberry: Txtlater
If you are always accumulating a backlog 
of calls to return and messages to reply, 
Txtlater can come to your rescue. It 
allows you to schedule SMSes and emails 
to be automatically sent out at a later 
time — say, on the special days that always 
slip your mind. You can also set up Txtlater 
to remind you to make calls at a certain 
date and time. When it’s time, a reminder 
prompt will appear, along with a button 
you can press to make the call right 
away. However, be warned if you are 
in a quiet environment: The call alert 
produced a sound even though our 
Blackberry was set to silent mode, 
and we could not find any option to 
disable the sound alert.

Windows 7: Noborizaka
Noborizaka adds a gameplay element 
to task completion — in hopes that 
the competitive spirit in you will nudge 
you to get work done, or even fulfill 
goals you set for yourself. You level up 
by earning experience points, which is 
calculated by the amount of time you 
spend doing a task. The longer you 
keep at it, the more points you gain.

Symbian: Time Chime Lite
For long days 
and dread-
inducing tasks, 
it is sometimes 
better to work in 
productivity bursts. 
Time Chime Lite, 
an app from the 
Nokia Ovi store, is 
one good way to 
keep track of time, 
alerting you when 
it is time to take a break by playing 
hourly and quarter-hourly chimes. You 
can select one of the default sounds, 
choose from your own sound files, or 
have the app read out the time. 

iOS: Dragon Dictation
Dragon Dictation converts your speech 
to text, saving you precious minutes and 
the hassle of fiddling with your device’s 
keyboard. Simply speak to your Apple 
iOS device, and the app will attempt 
to transcribe your words. When you’re 
done, you can edit it if needed, then 
directly email the text, copy it or send 
it as a status update to Facebook or 
Twitter. As is expected of most voice 
recognition technologies, it may not 
give you a perfect transcription every 
time. This app tries to make up for that 
with its handy predictive text feature — 
tapping on each word reveals a list of 
similar-sounding words.
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SHE SAID

Noborizaka will help 
you get your game on 
to complete your tasks.

Virtualisation 
made easy
IN CASE you didn’t know, Apple 
computers are able to run the Windows 
operating system (OS), using either the 
Mac OS X’s BootCamp utility or via 
virtualisation software such as the latest 
Parallels Desktop 6 for Mac (PD6).

While you need to restart your 
computer to boot up Windows, 
performance with BootCamp is 
guaranteed. With virtualisation software, 
running your Windows applications on 
Mac OS X results in a performance dip.

So, how does PD6 fare? Let’s find out.
After installing PD6 on my modest 

2GHz Intel Core MacBook, setting up 
a new virtual OS (or virtual machine) is 
easy. Insert an OS disc or use an image file, 
follow the on-screen instructions, and wait 
for the OS installation to complete.

Installing the 32-bit Windows XP on my 
machine took 30 minutes. But, it booted up 
in under 30 seconds — much faster than 
my office PC that runs the same OS.

You can use your virtual OS in Window, 

get a sneak preview of the upcoming OS.
What’s intriguing about PD6 is it allows 

you to run Windows applications with the 
Parallel Mobile Apps for iPhone and iPad. 
As long as the computer, which has PD6 
installed, is switched on and online, you can 
use the Parallels Mobile app on iPhone and 
iPad to remotely access PD6 via a log-in. 

It feels surreal to use Internet Explorer 
in Windows XP on my iPad. Even if you do 
not need this function to quickly retrieve a 
file, you can always wow your friends swiping 
around in Windows XP on your Apple tablet.
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Get the Parallels Desktop 6 for Mac at $129.

Full-Screen or Coherence mode, which is 
my favourite: It hides the entire Windows 
XP screen while displaying the Windows 
programs on the Mac OS X desktop.

Overall, PD6 unites both operating 
systems wonderfully. For instance, there’s 
no need for a shared folder as the files you 
save on your Mac will show up on Windows 
and vice versa. OS X’s Spotlight can search 
for your Windows applications as well. Plus, 
when you plug in a USB device, PD6 will ask 
if you want to plug into the running Virtual 
OS or the Mac OS X.

Browsing and starting up applications 
in Windows XP feels much smoother 
and faster than any other virtualisation 
software I have used.

The virtual 32-bit Windows XP scores 
a decent 445.2 in the PerformanceTest 
Benchmark Software. In comparison, a Dell 
Latitude D620 with similar specifications 
running the same OS scores 503. Thus, the 
performance of the virtual machine is not 
far from that of a real PC.

Of course, you can also install other 
operating systems, such as Ubuntu Linux or 
Google’s Chrome OS. PD6 even offers the 
option to download Chrome so you can 
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