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4 better or worse?
PRIOR to the iPhone 4, I have never re-
ally desired an Apple handset. However, 
over the years, I find myself slowly buying 
into the marketing spiel courtesy of Apple 
CEO Steve Jobs. 

The original tagline of the iPhone, 
“the Internet in your pocket”, made sense 
(despite a lack of Flash support) but other 
handsets soon caught up. Last year, for the 
iPhone 3GS, the tagline was “25,000 apps. 
And counting”. Warmer, but not quite 
enough to tip the scales for me. 

Now, the number of apps has bal-
looned to more than 200,000, and this 
year, Apple claims the iPhone 4 “Changes 
everything. Again”. And for the first time, I 
fully agree — no longer is the iPhone just 
a pretty-looking smartphone with a sub-
par camera and low-resolution screen.

The iPhone 4’s 5-megapixel camera 
may not top the charts in terms of mega-
pixel count, but it is more than sufficient 
for the Web and can produce prints up 
to 11x14 inches. The CMOS sensor is 
back-illuminated, allowing it to excel in 
what matters most — performance. Tests 
conducted by PC World reported that the 
iPhone 4 triumphs over most other hand-
sets in photos and HD 720p video record-
ing, particularly in low-light conditions.

Meanwhile, its retina display boasts a 
brilliant 326 pixels-per-inch (ppi) resolu-
tion. It should make for a fantastic reading 
experience — a big deal if you’ve ever 
spent hours reading an e-book, only to 
suffer from a headache or weary eyes.

Then, there are the intangible benefits 

LOOK around you. Chances are, if you 
are in a public transport vehicle, there will 
be at least three iPhones in close proxim-
ity. It’s amazing how fast our brains have 
adapted to the iPhone world. Nowadays, 
most people above the age of 10 can scan 
an MRT cabin and tell, within seconds, 
how many iPhones there are. We take one 
look at a phone, and come to a conclusion 
— iPhone or non-iPhone — in a blink.

But I want another handset, simply 
because I prefer not to blend into the 
masses and be labelled “another iPhone 
user”. I treat mobile phones as an exten-

The Apple iPhone 4 launches in Singapore today. Will you be getting one?

of owning an iPhone 4 — it’s a conver-
sation piece. Once, I watched my two 
friends gaze lovingly into each other’s 
iPhone and talk apps during an entire 
lunch. It was so awkward I had to fiddle 
with my non-Apple phone — that day, I 
broke my Bubble Breaker high-score.

An even less tangible benefit cashes 
in on the iPhone 4’s bad rep (thus far). 
Thanks to a slew of media reports, even 
my tech-unsavvy parents now know the 
iPhone 4 has “got some end-tenna prob-
lem”. This means in the unfortunate (or 
intentional) circumstance that your call is 
dropped, people will likely blame it on the 
antenna. You might not even have to lie — 
just remove the bumper case and grip the 
handset’s metal band as hard as you can.

sion of self-expression, so I choose not to 
have the same model as so many other 
people. 

Besides, other platforms offer variety. 
Android, Symbian, BlackBerry and Win-
dows Phone devices come in more shapes, 
colours and sizes. More importantly, these 
phones offer various types of special fea-
tures. For example, if you’re a social media 
butterfly, you can get a phone with Face-
book and Twitter features baked in. With 
non-iPhones, you have more control over 
the kind of specs you want on your phone 
to suit your needs and your lifestyle. The 
iPhone 4 only lets you make two decisions 
— black or white; 16GB or 32GB. You 
have no choice but to accept what Apple 
has chosen as the best for you.

The iPhone 4 does look gorgeous. 
But it also looks delicate. Apple products 
often do. They’re so pretty you want to 
wrap them up in expensive accessories. I 
prefer a design that is appealing but tells 
me: “I can take some damage. I won’t be 
covered in fingerprints 24/7. Scratches will 
not cause you heartbreak, so it’s not com-
pulsory to fork out extra for an accessory. 
But you can if you love me.”

In the past year and a half alone, the 
Android operating system — touted as 
the most promising competitor to the 
Apple iOS — has seen three version up-
dates, and is now on its fourth. You only 
get a new major release for the iOS when 
a new iPhone is coming. Android may be 
a new kid on the block, but these updates 
show that it’s fast improving and sincere in 
wanting to keep up with the smartphone 
OS market. I like that gumption.

Sure, my non-iPhone isn’t perfect. But 
neither is the iPhone 4, so that’s okay.
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