
General Electric’s Bid for Sustainability 
[GE]
GE, an energy and media conglomerate and the world’s 2nd largest 
company, has kicked off their Ecomagination challenge. The main 
concept is for the public to submit ideas on how to reduce energy 
consumption and improve efficiency in cars, airplanes and electricity 
use in both residential and commercial settings. Interestingly GE is 
really pushing the idea of people powering their own homes with 
renewable energy; surely this must be a proof-of-concept idea? While 
GE has been committing to the environment in a major way since 
2005, this is an important step for the company. GE has committed at 
least 200 million US Dollars for winning ideas. Why? Because in 2000, 
they were labeled the 4th highest polluter in the United States. 
Arguably (and especially since the ongoing BP fiasco) it is now more 
important than ever for energy companies to demonstrate that they 
can commit to promoting sustainable initiatives for their main products. 
What would a GE SEEC matrix look like?
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Clearly, GE has responded to environmental concerns. Of particular 
note is that they are not only involved in looking to future technologies, 
but are also attempting to remedy some of their former methods. An 
added benefit to GE is that of brain power; by providing funds to 
enthusiasts and individuals who have smart ideas for sustainability, 
they are not only able to pursue new technologies, but the brand is 
able to acquire new knowledge in these fields without taking greater 
risks than, say, creating a new corporate department devoted to the 
subject. While these are strong steps in the right direction, energy 
giants like GE face an uphill battle in the public consciousness, and in 
GE’s case they must fully commit to their aspirations.

! Original post can be found at http://www.leorwatson.com/blog/?p=15
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