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Who’s in the news
There is good

news today in 
The Indiana
Gazette
about these
area 
people: Brenda
Arthurs,
Shavonne
Arthurs, Autumn Parks,
Kristi Truitt, Zack Bothell.  

Showers 
likely this
evening with a
low of 50. Rain
expected
Wednesday
with a high of
56./Page 2

Obituaries on Page 4
BONACCI, Dorothy Jane 

Dixson, 88, Home 
MILLER, Naomi G., 87, 

Northern Cambria
SHIELDS, Hazel I., 92, Indiana 
SMILEY, Elizabeth, 98, Indiana 
STEVENS, Nancy J., 68, Indiana 
WHITACRE, Mildred A., 70,

Rural Valley
WHITE, Alice G. (McMasters),

89, Bowdertown

Late deaths
HELLMS, Jennings, 71, Indiana 
KISH, Frances A., 94, Lucerne-

mines
PETERSON, Josephine Anne,

68, Homer City 

Deaths
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Coming up
WEDNESDAY: Discovering

peanut butter, beyond
PB&J./Food 

Inside
WOMAN MAULED: A 350-

pound black bear attacked
and killed the woman 
who had raised it from 
cubhood./Page 3

POLLUTION GOALS: President
Obama has ordered all federal
agencies to set targets for 
reducing climate-altering 
pollution./Page 5

SHARING NOBEL: Three 
Americans who created the

technology behind digital
photography share the 2009
Nobel Prize in physics./Page 7

Teddy
“There are

plenty of
fools in the

world; but if
they had
not been

sent for
some wise

purpose,
they wouldn’t have been here;

and since they are here they
have as good a right to have
elbow-room in the world as

the wisest.” 
Susan Edmonstone Ferrier,

Scottish novelist 
(1782-1854)

For young readers
THE WRITE STORY: Young

journalists are finding new
places to write./Page 10

Play Coverall Bingo!  Get 
Your Card In This Sunday’s 
Gazette!October Is Breast Cancer 

Awareness Month.  Be Part 
Of A Special Tribute. See 
Coupon In Gazette Or Call 
(724) 465-5555, Ext. 209

Italian Wing Night,
Wednesdays, Luigi’s.

Looking For An Internet 
Service, Call Your Inter.net 
For Special Pricing,
(724) 463-0105.

Hi Speed Internet...
Call (724) 465-8100
www.indianalocal.net

Broccoli Quiche Reegers 
Farm (724) 463-0440

Gladys Trimble Benefit 
Dinner. Thursday, 4:30-6:30. 
Grace United Methodist 
Church, Indiana.

Find News Updates Online

The Indiana Gazette...In Print
Daily...Online Always.
www.indianagazette.com

To Subscribe To The Indiana
Gazette, Phone (724) 465-5555
And Ask For Circulation. 

TOM PEEL/Gazette
OFFICIALS ANNOUNCED Monday that more than 20 alleged drug dealers were apprehended in a warrant service detail
at  the state police station in White Township. From left are, Thomas Bianco, Indiana County district attorney; Cpt.
George A. Kuzilla Jr., Troop A commanding officer; Trooper John Matchik Jr., Troop A public information officer; and
Lt. Brad Shields, Troop A station commander. 

Area police apprehend 
more than 20 drug suspects

By LAUREN DALEY
ldaley@indianagazette.net

More than 20 alleged drug dealers
were taken into police custody Mon-
day as part of a four-county warrant
service detail by state police. 

The detail focused on 29 suspects
involved in the possession or distri-
bution of drugs in Allegheny, West-
moreland, Cambria and Indiana
counties. 

It was the culmination of an 18-
month investigation by the state po-
lice vice unit, Indiana County Drug
Task Force, Indiana County District
Attorney’s office, and Blairsville,
Homer City, Indiana and Clymer po-
lice. 

Authorities reported that 22 of the
29 suspects were in police custody as
of today.

“This detail was arranged in our
ongoing effort to counteract the re-
cent spike in overdose deaths and
ancillary crimes associated with drug
trafficking and addiction,” said Capt.
George A. Kuzilla Jr., commanding
officer of Troop A, during a press
conference at the state police bar-
racks in White Township “Our intelli-
gence shows us that the robberies
that have occurred in the past year
can all be attributed to some sort of

drug activity.”
Kuzilla said that Indiana County is

on track to have the most deaths at-
tributed to drugs since 2001, with 19
drug-related deaths to date this year.
Thirty deaths in 2008 were caused by
the effects of drugs.

“If the loss of human life is not trag-
ic enough, the Pennsylvania State
Police investigate ancillary crimes
with drug activity and trade,” he said.
“Crimes such as burglary, theft, rob-
bery and homicide can be routinely
traced back to participation with
drug activity.”

Burglary in Indiana County is also
up 18 percent, with other associated
crime “remaining relatively con-
stant” through the county, he said.
Investigators conducted 20 investi-
gations that led to the detail. 

Continued on Page 4

ONLINE
■ See
mug
shots of
the drug 
suspects.

Mother, daughter dive into new hobby
JESSICA C. BROWN
Special to the Gazette

Lanette Lydick and her 10-
year-old daughter, Eden, of Vin-
tondale, are putting a new spin
on mother-daughter bonding.

Straying from the stereotypical
shopping trip or afternoon
movie, they have instead taken
up a hobby which makes more of
a splash. Twice a week, they dress
head to toe in scuba gear and go
for a dive.

Five years ago, Eden, a fifth-
grader at United Elementary
School, saw her grandfather tak-
ing scuba lessons from a family
friend and certified dive instruc-
tor, Marlin “Bing” Stephens. The
activity intrigued her, and she

asked her mother if she could try.
Unfortunately, Eden did not
meet the age requirement of 10
years old. 

For each Christmas from then
on, Eden added scuba gear to her
wish list.

Eden turned 10 in March, and
all she wanted was a wet suit.
Lanette was reluctant to try
scuba diving because of claus-
trophobia, but since a parent
needed to be present during
Eden’s training, Lydick decided
she would have to give it a try.
The duo started their lessons in
Lydick’s father’s pool. She admit-
ted she never would have tried
scuba without her daughter’s in-
fluence.

Continued on Page 12

Rendell:
Budget 

plan 
is close

By MARK SCOLFORO
Associated Press Writer

HARRISBURG — Fresh efforts to resolve Pennsylva-
nia’s budget impasse generated a flurry of activity in
the state Capitol Monday but a deal continued to
elude the state’s policy makers, nearly 100 days into
the current fiscal year. 

Whether a true agreement is in
the works remains anybody’s
guess. Gov. Ed Rendell said a deal
was “close,” but previous signs of
progress have not produced a
comprehensive spending plan for
the 2009-10 year that began July 1. 

Republicans who control the
state Senate announced they had
developed a full set of budget bills
and began voting on tax and
spending bills, a process that
could be finished by today. 

House Democrats convened a
meeting of the bipartisan confer-
ence committee, but senators of
both parties were no-shows and
Democratic leaders took the occa-
sion to lobby for a compromise
Rendell had helped craft, even
while acknowledging that differ-
ences remained. 

“We are pennies away on the
spending document,” said Speak-
er Keith McCall, D-Carbon. “We
feel that the revenue equation that
was presented to us is a fair rev-
enue equation.” 

Meanwhile, the Democratic gov-
ernor said a budget deal appeared
near and urged top lawmakers to
“take a deep breath” and meet
with him today to try to close the
deal. “We’re close, and I empha-
size close, to a general agree-
ment,” Rendell told reporters. “It’s
the process on how now we get
there that’s the biggest stumbling
block and that’s what we now have to resolve. And I
think if we act in good faith, we can resolve that.” 

Senate Republicans said they had decided to strike
out on their own following a House vote on Friday for a
Democratic tax plan, a vote that effectively voided a
budget deal struck between the House Democrats,
both parties in the Senate and Rendell two weeks ear-
lier. 

“We have tried repeatedly, over a period now of
weeks, to work with the House leadership in both cau-
cuses to try and predict and coordinate with the House
and that simply hasn’t worked,” said Senate Majority
Leader Dominic Pileggi, R-Delaware. “So we need to
regroup and reset the process and start to move bills
here in the Senate.” 

The Senate GOP said its $27.84 billion proposal
would share many common elements with the “three-
caucus” deal with Rendell that had been announced
Sept. 18. It would increase cigarette taxes by a quarter
a pack, raise the capital stock and franchise tax some
businesses pay, legalize and tax table games such as
poker at slots casinos, draw heavily from the rainy day
fund and an account that pays malpractice premiums
for doctors and expand natural-gas drilling on state-
owned land. 

Continued on Page 12

House set to vote
on table games

HARRISBURG (AP) — State House members are
headed toward a final vote on a Democratic-penned
bill to legalize and tax table games at Pennsylvania’s
slot-machine casinos. 

A vote is scheduled for today. 
That’s after two days of debate necessary to sort

through proposed amendments, many of them writ-
ten by Republicans who oppose the expansion of legal
gambling. 

Legalizing table games is a key element of lawmak-
ers’ efforts to find new tax revenue to offset the state
government’s huge, recession-driven revenue short-
fall. 

However, the bill faces numerous changes in the
Senate. Leaders of the Republican-controlled Senate
favor legalizing and taxing table games, but they op-
pose some crucial aspects of the House bill. One key
area of disagreement is how high to set the state’s tax
rate on the casinos’ take from poker, blackjack and the
other games. 

“WE’RE 
CLOSE, and 
I emphasize
close, to a 
general 
agreement. 
It’s the
process on
how now 
we get there
that’s the
biggest 
stumbling
block.”

Gov. Ed
Rendell

Submitted photo
LANETTE LYDICK and her daughter, Eden,
said scuba diving has brought them closer. 

Obama advisers: 
Afghan goals remain

By ANNE GEARAN
AP National Security Writer

WASHINGTON — President Barack
Obama’s top defense and diplomacy
advisers said the United States retains
the Afghanistan war goal that he out-
lined just two months into his presi-
dency — to sideline al-Qaida — but
changing circumstances require a re-
assessment of how to get there. 

A “snap decision” on whether to add
more U.S troops would be counterpro-
ductive, Secretary of State Hillary Rod-
ham Clinton said Monday. 

Whatever the president decides, the
military will salute, Defense Secretary
Robert Gates said. 

“It’s important that at the end of the
day that the president makes a deci-
sion that he believes in,” Clinton
added. 

The question of whether to further
escalate the conflict after adding
21,000 U.S. troops earlier this year is a
major decision facing Obama and sen-
ior administration policy advisers this
week. 

Continued on Page 12

At least 16 U.S. service 
members have been killed in 
Afghanistan this month, 
matching the American toll for 
October in 2008.

Monthly U.S. troop deaths 

in Afghanistan

SOURCES: Department of Defense;

AP News Research Center

AP

NOTE: Includes casualties from events 

that occurred in the Afghanistan region

’01 ’02 ’03 ’04 ’05 ’06 ’07 ’08 ’09
0

10

20

30

40

50

60 Oct. 5.
16 PAGE 12

■ Afghan and American forces killed 
40 militants in 24 hours, the defense 
ministry reported today.


