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WE HAVE THE ANSWERSWE HAVE THE ANSWERS
Get the facts at our OPEN HOUSE

Thursday, October 8, 6-8 PM
Visit our Johnstown or Indiana Campus and see how CRBC

can get you on the fast track to a successful career,
no matter what your age or experience may be!

Earn Your Associate’s Degree In 18 Months

Call 1-800-NEW-CAREER
or visit our website at www.crbc.edu

and click on the “Get to know Us” icon.
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Business College

•Indiana
•Johnstown

PAYING RESPECT

JAMIE EMPFIELD/Gazette
LOCAL FIREFIGHTERS paid tribute Monday to the late Wendell “Tex” Campbell, of Indiana, as his funeral
procession made its way to Oakland Cemetery. Campbell, 71, died Sept. 29 and belonged to the Indiana
Fire Association for 35 years. 
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“You do anything your child

wants to do. You push your lim-
its and do something you never
thought you would do. It really
is a beautiful adventure. I love it
now,” she said. 

Lanette and Eden upgraded to
a larger pool at the YMCA to
continue their lessons, which
usually last about two hours.
The first hour of each lesson is
dedicated to academics, where
Lydick and her daughter read
material which they will apply
to their dives.

Their open-water certification
test took place the week of Sept.
27 at the Blue Hole quarry in Al-
toona and Mount Storm Lake in
West Virginia. 

According to Stephens, they
were required to fill out an ap-
plication ahead of time, take
written tests of basic scuba in-
formation and vocabulary, and
then show what they learned in
a four-dive certification evalua-
tion. Both passed their tests, de-
spite chilly weather. Lydick is
now a certified open-water
diver, while Eden remains in the
junior ranks until she applies to
be an open-water diver at age
15. 

Because the course is accred-
ited by the American Council
on Education, Eden has also
earned one undergraduate col-
lege credit.

Both mother and daughter
were certified through the Pro-
fessional Association of Diving
Instructors. According to
www.padi.com, PADI diving li-
censes are accepted worldwide.
You must have a license to buy
diving equipment and pressed
air. 

Stephens said he is proud of
what the pair has accom-
plished. He is especially im-
pressed with what Eden has
done at such a young age. A re-
tired teacher, Stephens has
been diving for seven years. He
has been on more than 200
dives which have taken him to

places such as Florida, Hawaii,
the Virgin Islands, the Cayman
Islands, Costa Rica, Belize and
Cozumel. He learned scuba
from master scuba instructor
Barry Smyda at the YMCA of In-
diana County. Stephens com-
pleted the instructor develop-
ment class through the Univer-
sity of Florida in Gainesville,
Fla., and The Eastern Academy
of Scuba Education in Vero
Beach, Fla. He describes diving
as one of the “neatest” experi-
ences of his life because of the
stories it has given him to share
with others.

“Just because I retired doesn’t
mean I stopped teaching,” he
said. 

Now that Lydick and Eden are
certified, they, along with
Stephens and the dive club
from Indiana, are planning sev-
eral excursions. This winter,
they hope to make a trip to
Florida so they can dive at the
Living Seas Aquarium in Disney
World’s Epcot Center, where
they can dive in Florida’s natu-
ral springs and swim with man-
atees. 

Next August, the group hopes
to travel to Bonaire, an island
just north of Venezuela. 

Lydick would one day like to
dive at the Pacific Rim, while
Eden would like to see the coral
reefs off the coast of Australia.

Eden has shared her love of
diving with her friends at school
and says that everyone finds her
stories fun. Both Eden and Lan-
ette say diving has brought
them closer together. In fact,
diving will soon be a hobby the
entire family can enjoy. Lan-
ette’s 12-year-old son, Andrew,
has tried diving and said he
wants to get certified, too.

Eden is in the minority in the
world of scuba diving. Accord-
ing to the PADI Web site, the
median age worldwide of PADI
divers in 2008 was 28 years old.
Sixty-seven percent of all divers
in 2009 were male.

Right now, Eden’s long-term

goals include becoming a dive
instructor herself. She must be
18 years old and have logged at
least 100 dives by the time she
can apply, among other prereq-
uisites. 

“Where it is going to lead her, I
don’t know,” Stephens said, “but
she could be an oceanographer
or a marine biologist.”
Lydick and Stephens hope Eden
gets the chance to see every-
thing she dreams of seeing.

“By 2022, we’ll have no fish if
we don’t take care of the envi-
ronment,” Stephens said.
“Eighty percent of our oxygen
comes from the oceans.

“In Bonaire, the beach water
is clear, and there is no
garbage,” Lydick said. “There
are more penalties (for littering)
than we have in the United
States.”

Diving has made mother and
daughter more aware of the en-
vironmental issues facing the
world today. 

When they started diving,
they signed a contract that said
the only thing they would take
of the ocean are photographs.
PADI is partnered with the Pro-
ject AWARE Foundation, which
according to its Web site (www.
projectaware.org), is a nonprof-
it organization dedicated to
conserving under water envi-
ronments through education,
advocacy and action.

“The diving community is re-
ally building a relationship with
the aquatic environment,” Lan-
ette said.

The Indiana County YMCA of-
fers scuba classes to the public,
which according to indiana-
countyymca.org, consist of 30
hours of classes, pool and open-
water training. The program
costs $295 with a $70 open-
water fee. 

The YMCA also hosts a scuba
club which meets on the second
Thursday of every month at 7
p.m. A PADI Seal team is in the
works for those ages 8 and
above. 

Mother, daughter jump 
into underwater hobby
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It also would use a gross-rev-

enue tax approach to managed
care organizations, a change de-
signed to draw hundreds of mil-
lions in additional federal Medic-
aid money. 

House Democrats said the
gross-revenue tax also was a key
component of the plan Rendell
helped devise, and that their
caucus would support it. Rendell
declined to outline details but
acknowledged there was not
complete agreement on all of its
fine points. 

“In my seven years I’ve never
seen a budget agreement that’s
fully articulated until it actually
hits my desk,” Rendell said. 

McCall said behind-the-scenes

staff work has left most bills
“ready for closure,” but there was
still no agreement on the tax rate
for table games and the size of
the one-time licensing fee for
casinos that want them. 

“The real heavy lifting has been
going on behind the scenes for at
least three weeks to a month,”
McCall said. He said there was no
funding for lawmakers’ pet proj-
ects in the compromise they
supported. 

A spokeswoman for the Senate
Democrats said they backed the
Republicans’ approach and were
taking an active role in crafting
its details. In a vote late Monday
on an amendment to the Fiscal
Code, senators of both parties
cast “no” votes but it was ap-

proved, 32-17. 
A House-Senate rift was creat-

ed on Friday, when nearly all
House Democrats, joined by a
single Republican, approved a
tax bill that departed in several
respects from the Sept. 18 agree-
ment, which leaders said lacked
support. It eliminated proposed
taxes on arts events and small
games of chance, and instead
imposed levies on natural gas
drilling and certain tobacco
products. None of those taxes are
in the Senate Republicans’ new
plan. 

Pennsylvania has been without
a full budget in place since June
30, although a partial budget
pays state workers and funds bil-
lions in state programs. 

Rendell: Budget agreement is close 
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Obama invited a bipartisan

group of congressional leaders to
the White House today to confer
about the war. And Obama will
meet twice this week with his na-
tional security team. 

Sen. John McCain said today
he thinks it’s critical that the ad-
ministration avoid thinking of
the insurgent Taliban and the al-
Qaida terrorist network as sepa-
rate issues. 

“If the Taliban returns, they will
work with al-Qaida,” he said on
NBC’s “Today” show. “It’s just a
historical fact. You can’t separate
the two. ... I strongly disagree
with those who allege those are
separate problems. They have
worked together in the past and
they will work together in the fu-
ture.” 

Divided on Afghanistan, Con-
gress takes up a massive defense
spending bill this week even be-
fore the president settles on a di-
rection for the war. 

Gates appealed Monday for
calm amid the intense adminis-
tration debate over the flagging
war, and for time and privacy for
the president to come to a deci-
sion. Gates’ remarks stood as an
implicit rebuke of the man he
helped install as the top com-
mander in Afghanistan, Gen.
Stanley McChrystal, for lobbying
in public for additional troops
Obama may decide to forgo. 

In two separate appearances
Monday, Gates made the point
that Obama needs elbow room
to make strategy decisions about
the war — as the internal White
House debate goes increasingly
public. 

“It is important that we take
our time to do all we can to get
this right,” Gates said at an Army
conference. “In this process, it is
imperative that all of us taking
part in these deliberations —
civilians and military alike —
provide our best advice to the

president candidly but privately.” 
Later, speaking alongside Clin-

ton in an interview taped for
CNN, Gates praised McChrystal
and said no matter what Obama
decides the general will execute
it faithfully. 

Gates has not said whether he
supports McChrystal’s recom-
mendation to expand the num-
ber of U.S. forces by as much as
nearly 60 percent. He is holding
that request in his desk drawer
while Obama sorts through com-
peting recommendations and
theories from some of his most
trusted advisers. 

During the CNN session, Gates
said, “Because of our inability
and the inability, frankly, of our
allies to put enough troops in
Afghanistan, the Taliban do have
the momentum right now.” 

The fierce Taliban attack that
killed eight American soldiers
over the weekend added to the
pressure. The assault over-
whelmed a remote U.S. outpost
where American forces have
been stretched thin in battling
insurgents, underscoring the ap-
peal from the top Afghanistan
commander for as many as
40,000 additional forces — and at
the same time reminding the na-
tion of the costs of war. 

In trying to blunt the impres-
sion that the White House and
military are at odds, Gates did
not name names. But his re-
marks came days after McChrys-
tal bluntly warned in London
that Afghan insurgents are gath-
ering strength. Any plan that falls
short of stabilizing Afghanistan
“is probably a shortsighted strat-
egy,” the general said, and he
called openly for additional re-
sources. 

That prompted Obama’s na-
tional security adviser, retired
four-star Gen. James Jones, to say
Sunday that military advice is
best provided “up through the
chain of command.” 

Obama may take weeks to de-
cide whether to add more troops,
but the idea of pulling out isn’t
on the table as a way to deal with
a war nearing its ninth year,
White House press secretary
Robert Gibbs said. 

“I don’t think we have the op-
tion to leave. That’s quite clear,”
Gibbs said. 

At issue is whether U.S. forces
should continue to focus on
fighting the Taliban and securing
the Afghan population or shift to
more narrowly targeting, with
unmanned spy drones and
covert operations, al-Qaida ter-
rorists believed to be hiding in
Pakistan. 

Gates and some other advisers
appear to favor a middle path. A
hybrid strategy could preserve
the essential outline of an Afghan
counterinsurgency campaign
that McChrystal rebuilt this sum-
mer from the disarray of nearly
eight years of undermanned
combat, while expanding the
hunt for al-Qaida next door. 

The top three U.S. military offi-
cials overseeing the war in
Afghanistan favor continuing the
current fight against the Taliban,
and have concluded they need
tens of thousands more U.S.
troops beyond the 68,000 already
there. 

Officials across the Obama ad-
ministration have acknowledged
that the Taliban is far stronger
now than in recent years, as un-
derscored by the U.S. deaths in
Nuristan province. 

The fighting Saturday marked
the biggest loss of U.S. life in a
single Afghan battle in more than
a year. It also raised questions
about why U.S. troops remained
in the remote outposts after Mc-
Chrystal said he planned to close
down isolated strongholds and
focus on more heavily populated
areas as part of his new strategy
to focus on protecting Afghan
civilians. 

Obama advisers: Goals 
in Afghanistan unchanged

Afghan, U.S. forces kill 40 militants
KABUL, Afghanistan (AP) —

Afghan and American forces
killed 40 militants in 24 hours as
they hunted mountainous east-
ern Afghanistan for insurgents
behind one of the deadliest at-
tacks of the war for U.S. troops,
the defense ministry said today. 

Ministry spokesman Gen. Mo-
hammad Zahir Azimi said 10
Afghan army troops were also
killed in the same period around

the country, most of them in
Nuristan province’s Kamdesh
district, where eight Americans
died Saturday after hundreds of
Taliban militants overwhelmed
their remote and thinly manned
outposts. The violence comes at
a time when the Obama admin-
istration is grappling with how to
quell the conflict, including
whether the U.S. should send
tens of thousands more troops. It

also comes as the country nears
a resolution to August’s intensely
disputed presidential vote. Elec-
tion workers began recounting
suspect ballots Monday and a
ruling on whether President
Hamid Karzai won or will face a
runoff is likely next week. 

Azimi said joint operations
were ongoing today in Kamdesh
and seven insurgents had been
arrested there. 

Council promotes officer 
to the rank of corporal

By LAUREN DALEY
ldaley@indianagazette.net

SALTSBURG — He may be
new to the Saltsburg police
force, but Ray Long isn’t new to
law enforcement.

And to note that experience,
and the job he has done in
Saltsburg to date, borough
council on Monday promoted
Long to the rank of corporal at
the request of acting police
chief Frank Stanley. Stanley said
Monday he was “very pleased”
with the job Long has done
since he joined the force in July.

“Officer Long has given us a
lot more time and that’s going
to really help us in seeing patrol
cars around the town day and
night,” he told council.

In the recent months, Long
has issued six curfew citations
in an effort to crack down on vi-
olations. 

“This is good news. This is the
kind of stuff that needed to hap-
pen to make sure kids get off the
street at a proper time,” Stanley
said. 

Long, 29, of New Alexandria,
has eight years prior experience
in law enforcement. 

With the rank of corporal
comes more administrative du-
ties, the chief said. 

But Stanley said he was com-
fortable with Long being the of-
ficer in charge in his absence
due to his experience and the
fact that he lives in the vicinity
of Saltsburg. 

“From what I’ve seen, he has a
good head on his shoulders. He
knows how to talk to people. I’m

pleased with …. what he’s been
doing in Saltsburg and making
citations and arrests that need
to be made,” Stanley said.

Mayor Ron Wagner issued
Long a new badge.

“Thank you for this opportu-
nity,” Long said. “I look forward
to serving you guys for a long
time.”

In other police matters, Stan-
ley showed off the force’s
newest set of wheels — a 2005
Dodge Durango with less than
50,000 miles on it. 

Stanley said the department
purchased the vehicle from
Bud’s Auto Sales in Indiana with
a loan for under $10,000. It has
Saltsburg police decals, a light
bar and rotating spotlight. An
interior cage will be installed
next.

Stanley said the sport utility
vehicle should be on the streets
within two weeks. 
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