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Longwood University
Box 790
Farmville, VA 23909

September 29, 2010

Dr. Tammy Mielke
Re: The Journal of Youth Culture in America
University of North Carolina at Charlotte
Department of English
9201 University City Boulevard
Charlotte, NC 28223-0001

Dear Dr. Mielke:

First of all, I would like to thank you for taking the time out of your schedule to consider my 
proposal. It would be an honor to have my idea included in the Summer 2011 issue of The Journal of 
Youth Culture in America.  I hope that my proposal helps give you new insight in Youth Culture 
studies.  

My own studies in pursing a minor in Children’s Literature have pointed out that conversations 
regarding Youth Culture attempt to ensure that younger generations do not fall prey to problematic 
ideologies.  However, very little is changing about the topics themselves; instead, how scholars and 
others in the academic world attend to these topics change frequently.  For instance, romance is often 
the subject and main conflict in many novels written for young adults.  This particular theme appears 
to be resistant to time, yet the romance itself - who pursues who, what constitutes “ideal” romance, 
and even the players within the game of love - are what vary with time.

Researchers have studied the changes in adolescent culture, identifying everything from the global 
teenager hypothesis1 to the effect of gender on academics2.  My proposal is to analyze the presence of 
aggression in idealized romance within literature for adolescent readers.  The prevalence of hostility 
in romantic relationships as “ideal” is an alarming trend.  While overt domestic violence is less of an 
immediate concern, the idea of an aggressive attraction to someone holds an intense desire for many, 
often portrayed in popular literature, songs, and movies.  Other ways of studying romance portrayal 
might include examining homosexuality.  Specifically, the irony of narration for all young adult 
literature is that an inauthentic voice is necessarily present when an adult writes as a teenage narrator 
and the same holds true for heterosexual authors writing as homosexual characters.  A study might 
investigate whether the patterns of heterosexual romance are applied in homosexual romance so that 
the two are identical in nature with different participants.  These are just a few of the ideas regarding 
romance in literature for adolescents and the directions you could consider going.  

Thank you again for considering my topic proposal and I hope my ideas have sparked an interest for 
future articles in The Journal of Youth Culture in America. 

Sincerely,

Raquel Garza



Longwood University
Box 790
Farmville, VA 23909

October 18, 2010

Dr. Jennifer M. Miskec
Dept. of English and Modern Languages
201 High Street
Farmville VA 23909

Dear Dr. Miskec:

I hope that you had a restful Fall Break and this letter finds you doing well, as we are entering the 
second half of the semester.  Thank you for allowing the time to read and consider my proposal idea
to analyze the role of the typical female character on a quest for love and decide how a cultivation 
theory might lend itself to the idea of traditional feminism.  I hope that my discussion of these roles 
of female dependency will lead to a better understanding of gender identity and a more conscious 
creation of characters, both male and female alike.  

Often, females in literature must physically or emotionally suffer, and sometimes perish, in the 
pursuit of romance, while males oftentimes are left entirely unharmed.  The problem is not that heavy 
readers of such literature are following the roles of their favorite female characters – the issue lies in 
the identity construction of those heavy readers and this must be fixed.  Unfortunately, dependence 
and patriarchy, both heavy-handed in most literature for young adults and children, is cleverly 
masked behind stories of true love and ideal romantic lifestyles.  Some readers fall into problematic 
narratives by believing that suffering is normalized by attributing it to an act of love.  

As you know, the idea that teenagers are so easily influenced by popular thought does not necessarily 
hold true.  Thomas Hines, author of The Rise and Fall of the American Teen, writes in his 
introduction titled “The Teen Mystique” that the typical adult view of teenagers is simply 
contradictory and “the very qualities that adults find exciting and attractive about teenagers are 
entangled with those [that they] find terrifying”1  Hines goes on to say that teenagers are not mindless 
zombies, but individuals who cannot be categorized or characterized by age alone.  Therefore, my 
topic proposal does not focus on explicit acts of persuasion, but those that create societal ideologies.  
Louis Althusser’s idea of the Ideological State Apparatus2 is helpful in visualizing the way in which
teenagers are likely to create and perpetuate beliefs about ideal gender roles and those of romance 
and love.  

From the fairy tales many readers grew up with to the most popular books for teens today, novels 
focus more on love and romance than ever before.  Instead of striving to get a date for the prom, 
female characters are increasingly more likely to search for soul mates to last them for eternity.  
Now, more than ever, novels encourage girls as young as thirteen to distinguish between a fleeting 
crush and eternal love.  My proposal would include analyses of multiple novels written in literature 
for young adults with focus on the depiction of female suffering throughout.  The concept of 
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suffering includes, but moves beyond, male aggression toward female characters.  Instead it contains 
elements of female characters who alter their physical appearance or fight with other females in an 
attempt to win the love of the main male character.  My hope is that in conceptualizing an ideal 
female with whom adolescents could identify, scholars might visualize a young woman who is 
independent, yet does not place herself above males or other females.  Perhaps the stories of young 
love could leave room for homosexual romance, in addition to the ever-present heterosexual love.  

Stephanie Meyer’s Twilight series is just the latest in novels popular with females, especially thanks 
to their overt themes of romance.  Meyers paints a picture of a small town girl entranced by a male 
vampire who is hundreds of years older than she is.  Meyer’s residents of Fork all appear to be 
oblivious to Edward Cullen’s manipulation of and control over Bella, just a fraction of the 
problematic narratives within the series.  In the first book in the series, Twilight, Bella admits, “there 
was a part of [Edward] that thirsted for my blood.  And…I was unconditionally and irrevocably in 
love with him.”3 A true discussion on novels such as those by Meyers could hopefully turn the tide of 
ideal feminism, and aside from that, ideal romance.  

John Greene’s Alaska in Looking for Alaska is one of young adult literature’s most conflicted female 
characters.  Greene paints Alaska as an independent young lady: smart, funny, wild, and sexually 
alive and awake with curiosity.  Alaska smokes cigarettes recklessly, separates herself from 
traditionally feminist views (“‘They love their hair because they’re not smart enough to love 
something more interesting.’”4), and demands respect from the males with whom she chooses to 
surround herself.  Yet, the novel finds its climax in her dramatic and mysterious suicide – the source 
of which Pudge and the Colonel are torn and confused.  Greene leaves it up to his readers to decide 
whether Alaska knowingly ended her own life and, if she did, why.  Heavy readership of novels 
similar to Looking for Alaska may assume that her death is attributed to her guilty conscience and 
confusing regarding her romantic life between her boyfriend and Pudge, who she kissed just hours 
before her death.  

I would like to analyze young adult literature including Meyer’s Twilight series and Greene’s 
Looking for Alaska to find recurring themes of dependence and necessary patriarchy.  These ideas are 
so prevalent in literature that locating a popular fiction novel that does not include these themes, or 
even rebels against them, would be almost impossible.  I plan to do a textual analysis of such novels 
in order to determine whether there are any underlying themes that are inconsistent with traditional 
views of femininity or romance.  

I appreciate your consideration of my topic proposal.  If accepted, I plan to do a more detailed 
analysis of multiple novels, including the ones I have already mentioned here.  I sincerely hope that 
my ideas have sparked an interest in your intellect and that my research can add to an understanding 
of literature for young adults.  

Sincerely,

Raquel M. Garza

                                                          
3 Meyer, Stephenie. Twilight. New York: Little, Brown and, 2005. Print.
4 Green, John. Looking for Alaska: a Novel. New York: Dutton Children's, 2005. Print.


