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INDIANA UNIVERSITY OF PENNSYLVANIA BUSINESS STUDENTS PLACE SECOND 

AT INTERNATIONAL BUSINESS COMPETITION; TEAM INCLUDES LOCAL STUDENTS 
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INDIANA, Pa.—Four local students from Indiana University of Pennsylvania’s Eberly 

College of Business and Information Technology were part of an IUP team that placed second 

overall in a business competition at Peoples Educational Society in Bangalore, India, from Oct. 

13 to 15.  

Two of the local students, Laura Leach and Lauren Young, placed first in their area of 

competition. Other local students included Alex Pfeffer and Stephanie Shimmel. All are 2007 

graduates of Indiana Area Senior High School. 

Leach, daughter of Terry and Johanna Leach, of Mansfield Avenue, Indiana, is a 

marketing major with an economics minor in IUP’s Robert E. Cook Honors College. 

A student in the Eberly College of Business and Information Technology Honors 

program, she works as a student employee in the University Events office.  

Leach is a member of the Phi Beta Lambda Business Fraternity, Phi Sigma Pi Honors 

Fraternity and Circle K club. Leach has also participated in a five-week study abroad program to 

Turkey and Cyprus and spent a semester abroad at the University of Macau. 

Pfeffer, son of Gerry Pfeffer and Cindy Virgil, of Forest Ridge Road, Indiana, is an 

economics major and dean’s list student at IUP. 

Shimmel is the daughter of John and Shelly Shimmel, of Laurel Road, Shelocta, and is a 

human resource management major at IUP. 



Young, daughter of William and Teresa Young, of Black Walnut Road, Indiana, is a 

marketing major in IUP’s Robert E. Cook Honors College. She is in the Eberly College of 

Business and Information Technology Honors Program and member of the Conversation Club. 

She participates in Habitat for Humanity and has gone on mission trips to Mississippi, 

Tennessee and Mexico. Young participated in a five-week study abroad program to Turkey and 

Cyprus and spent a semester abroad at the University of Macau. 

Peoples Educational Society, a partner of IUP’s business school, has been conducting the 

annual competition for business students for several years. The competition, known as MANage, 

includes six business categories and various non-business categories such as contemporary dance 

and painting.   

Twelve IUP students participated in the MANage program, competing against more than 

500 students from 30 Indian business schools. The IUP students were split in five teams of two, 

with two students competing independently. Assignments included tests, presentations, video 

production, interviews, mock financial trading and analyzing of cases.  

During their trip to India, the students also visited Mind Tree, a leading software 

company in India, where they were given a tour and the opportunity to network with the 

company’s founder and other executives.    
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IUP is a member of Pennsylvania’s State System of Higher Education. 

 



PHOTO INFORMATION: Four local students were part of an award winning business 

competition team held in India. From left, Alex Pfeffer, Lauren Young, Laura Leach and 

Stephanie Shimmel. 

 


