
Don Hargis, Baptist men's min-
istries specialist/disaster relief
coordinator for California
Southern Baptist Convention and
leader of the volunteers, said the
March 28 earthquake hit the day
after the team arrived in Indonesia.

After learning about the temblor,
Hargis said he realized "this is why
God wanted me on the team" even
though he had no formal medical
training. "When we heard about
the earthquake I realized that God
wanted to use me because of my
disaster relief experience."

For the past 13 years, Hargis has
coordinated CSBC disaster relief
and has ministered in numerous
natural disasters throughout the
world. For more than eight weeks

in 1994, he helped coordinate
Southern Baptists' response to
California's Northridge earth-
quake that shook the San
Fernando Valley. During that disas-
ter Southern Baptists from
throughout the United States pre-
pared more than 1 million meals
and were involved in other min-
istries to victims.

From Indonesia's capital of Jakarta,
Hargis said the group flew to
Medan, Sumatra, where they were
split into two teams. One team
continued with the plan to travel to
Banda Aceh for tsunami relief while
the other traveled to the island of
Nias to be involved in assessment,
search and recovery and a medical
clinic.

Tsunami Brings
Luck for Deformed
Girl
Betsy Taylor
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ST. LOUIS - The 8-year-old girl
dressed in pink is in a hospital
where she has been pricked with
needles and had four teeth pulled.
Her home, thousands of miles
away, has been partly destroyed by
an earthquake and probably won't
be rebuilt by the time she returns
to it.Yet, she is smiling.

"Because I will get surgery for my
nose.And I would not see America
if I did not get this surgery," said
the little girl, whose beauty is
marred by a giant bulge between
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(Charlottetown, Canada –
21 April 2005) –As the Canadian
commercial seal hunt draws to an
end, IFAW (International Fund for
Animal Welfare - www.ifaw.org),
today estimated a quarter of a mil-
lion (250,000) harp seal pups have
been cruelly slaughtered in only 10
days of hunting.

The government sanctioned com-
mercial hunt for seal pups opened
in the Gulf of St Lawrence on 29
March 2005 and closed on 2 April
2005 resulting in the deaths of
approximately 100,000 seal pups.
On 15 April the hunt then moved
on to the “Front” off the coast of
Newfoundland where it continues
with an estimated 150,000 harp
seals already slaughtered.

Canada’s annual commercial seal
hunt is the largest marine mammal
hunt in the world. The quota for
this year’s hunt is
319,500 seals, set as
part of a three-year
government “man-
agement” plan to
kill almost one mil-
lion (975,000) seals.
Seals are killed and
skinned for their
pelts, which are
then sold to fur dis-
tributors and the

fashion industry.

“Many people mistakenly think
Canada stopped hunting baby seals
decades ago,” said Fred O’Regan,
IFAW’s president and CEO. “But
the size of Canada’s modern, com-
mercial hunt is as big now as it has
been in 50 years. It’s time the
Canadian government ended this
cruel and unsustainable cull - there
should be no further quota.” 

The international community is
appalled by the cruelty of Canada’s
hunt for baby seals. In opposition,
parliamentarians from Italy, Belgium
and the Netherlands are working
to create legislation to ban seal
products and the U.S. and the
European Council are creating res-
olutions condemning the hunt. In
the U.S., seals and other marine
mammals have been protected
from hunting since 1972 under the

marred by a giant bulge between
her eyes that seems to swallow up
her nose.

The post-tsunami earthquake in
March that struck Nias Island in
Indonesia brought luck to Mawarni
Zega. Had it not been for the
earthquake, she might never have
had the chance for surgery - set for
Monday - to correct her severe
facial deformity.

The earthquake that hit Nias, off
the western coast of Indonesia's
main island of Sumatra, came three
months after the stronger quake
that triggered the Dec. 26 tsunami.
That disaster killed at least 175,000
people in 11 Indian Ocean nations,
including Mawarni's country. The
March quake killed about 900 peo-
ple and left thousands injured and
homeless.

Among the relief efforts was the
Navy hospital ship Mercy, which
was anchored off Nias' coast.
Doctors traveled by helicopter to
the city of Gunung Sitoli, to treat
injured people arriving there for
assistance. Among them were
Mawarni and her mother, Adilia
Zega, who were living in a tent.
Mawarni's mother approached the
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Canada kills 250,000 seal pups in annual hunt

Hargis was joined by Pat Murphy,
an emergency medical technician
and firefighter and member of First
Baptist Church in Angels Camp;
Josh Ramey, a paramedic and fire-
fighter who is a member of You Bet
Red Dog Community Church in
Grass Valley; and William Sears, a
medical doctor and member of
Capistrano Valley Baptist Church in
San Juan Capistrano.

Hargis reported that Sears and
Ramey took a 12-hour car ride and
10-hour ferry trip in an effort to
get to Nias as soon as possible.
However, the two men arrived
about the same time as Hargis and
Murphy who had waited for a flight
to the island.

The men said Gunung Sitoli, the
capital of Nias, was almost
destroyed by the earthquake that
lasted about three minutes. Hargis
said the concrete structures in the
city were devastated by the tem-
blor and roads were cracked
beyond recognition, making travel

doctors about helping her daugh-
ter, whose birth defect is an
encephalocele, caused when a gap
in the skull allows brain mem-
branes to protrude, creating an
unsightly facial bulge. Potentially
dangerous complications such as
meningitis can occur if the condi-
tion is untreated.The doctors real-
ized they could make a lasting dif-


