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UO professor produces play about Lower Klamath
River fish kill

“Salmon is Everything,” a play written by the University of Oregon’s Theresa May about a horrific

2002 fish kill in the Lower Klamath River, will be produced this spring as part of the UO

Department of Theatre Arts’ season.

May, an assistant professor of theater arts at the UO, completed and first produced the play in

2006 while teaching at Humboldt State University. It is based on a spring 2002 incident in which

about 70,000 salmon were found dead on the banks of the Lower Klamath River. The fish kill was

devastating to many people of the region, including native and commercial fisheries.

May, because of her research in theater and environmental issues, was first approached by

Humboldt State President Roland Richmond to sit in on the meetings to discuss the event. During

the meetings, May noticed what she described as a hidden story. “The loss of the salmon signified

an ongoing loss of traditional cultural ways of life,” she said.

After much discussion, May established the Klamath Theatre Project, which was set up to tell the

stories of those affected by the fish kill and assist in discussions among community members.

May wrote about the experience in the story, “Salmon, Women, and Rivers: Community-Based

Performance Research,” in the most recent issue of the Center for the Study of Women in Society:

Research Matters. The Klamath Theatre Project explored how theater can motivate change.

“The performing arts do not merely illuminate the facts in new ways; rather, these forms represent

possible interrogations that lead to new knowledge,” May said in her article. “In the theater,

empathy is both a methodology and a way of knowing. The empathy which may emerge from

participating in or witnessing a community-based performance can lead to deeper, more complex

understandings, form new relationships across difference, and lay the groundwork for socially

responsible action.”
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“Salmon Is Everything” will begin production in May on the Robinson stage, in the new Miller

Theatre Complex.

Funding from the Center for the Study of Women in Society will help several members of the

original Klamath Theatre Project team to come to the UO and lead discussions following the

performances.
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