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Drinking Alone

Blue Collar comedian packs them in on his own

Originally printed 

By Nick A. Zaino III
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RON WHITE: BEHAVIORAL PROBLEMS TOUR At: Citi Performing Arts Center Wang Theatre, tonight at 8 

Tickets: $38-$58. www.citicenter.org
Q. How’s life post-Blue Collar Tour?

A. It’s fantastic. Thank God for the Blue Collar Tour so there is a post-Blue Collar Tour.

Q. Are you, Jeff Foxworthy, Bill Engvall, and Larry the Cable Guy still close? Do you plan to do anything else together?

A. Well, they’re doing dates without me, so that sort of answers that question. They’re not calling it the Blue Collar Tour, but they’ve come up with the concept that I’m just too rowdy for their corporate image and it would cost them money in the long run to tour with me. Just because of my pot arrest and my open stance on — whatever I have open stances on.

Q. Is there a rift in the friendship?

A. You know what, I don’t think so. We were just all together for the first time in six years, all of us together in the same room, and I love Bill and Jeff and Larry, and I don’t care what decisions they make for their careers. I genuinely wish them all well. We had a blast seeing each other.

Q. Once you’ve made it big, is it harder to generate the stories about living rough?

A. Well, no, if you continue to live like a total banshee they still come up. That’s the route I’ve taken. I have a very fun life. I don’t recommend it for anybody else, but it sure has been fun for me. I’m onstage almost every night. My show is more storytelling now than it’s ever been. It’s what I’m good at. If I sit down to write a joke about, whatever, the polluted Gulf of Mexico, it comes out mundane to me.

Q. What can longtime fans expect at this show?

A. We’re still calling it “Behavioral Problems,’’ which is my last album. But there’s only 10 minutes that’s “Behavioral Problems.’’ The rest of it’s all new. And I believe it’s the strongest hour and 20 minutes I’ve ever done.

Q. Do you get fans who ask for specific jokes?

A. Absolutely. In fact, last night, and every once in a while, I do this old bean bag chair joke I used to do because it’s short, and then nobody can say I didn’t do anything off the other record.

Q. What’s coming up after the tour?

A. I’ve got a role in the new Billy Bob Thornton movie that Billy Bob wrote and is going to direct called “Jayne Mansfield’s Car.’’ I only have four scenes, but I have as much dialogue as anybody in the movie. I play this two-time ex-pro bowler who owns six car dealerships in Atlanta and can’t quit talking about himself. And I’m under development right now with the USA Network to do a show called “Driven’’ that’s written by Linda Bloodworth-Thomason. The premise is that I’m a syndicated radio talk show host who gets banned from the FCC for five years and I’m driving a limo.

This interview has been edited and condensed.
