
Class: third grade

Teacher: Linda Bencivengo

Unit: Social Studies - the tundra

Objective: Students will learn about the differences between traditional and modern ways of life 

Inuit culture. Students will also compare and contrast traditional and modern methods of meeting

the needs of people in both Inuit culture and American culture.

NYS Learning Standard(s) to be addressed:

Social Studies:

Standard 4:  Economics. Elementary. 1. - Students  • know ways individuals and groups attempt

to satisfy their basic needs and wants by utilizing scarce resources.

English Language Arts:

Standard 1:  Language for Information and Understanding. Elementary Speaking and Writing.

Students:  • present information clearly in a variety of oral and written forms such as summaries,

paraphrases, brief reports, stories, posters, and charts.

Anticipatory Set:  

Review with the class that we have been reading about the characters in “Polar Bears Past Bedtime”

traveling back in time and visiting an Inuit community from years ago. Explain that we are now

going to watch a video showing what Inuit life is like today.

Teaching:  Input:  

Finish reading with the class the last two chapters of the book “Polar Bears Past Bedtime.” 

Teaching:  Modeling:  

Make a comparison chart of traditional and modern aspects of Inuit life, asking the class to provide

examples.



Check for Understanding:

Make another comparison chart of traditional and modern aspects life in our community, asking

the class to provide examples.

Guided Practice:  

Divide the class into small groups, including all levels of ability in each group. Each group will

be given a worksheet containing the following questions.

Knowledge:

What type of dwelling do Inuits live in today?

Comprehension:

Make a chart of differences between traditional Inuit life and modern-day Inuit life.

Application:

Make a list of differences between traditional life and modern-day life in your own community.

Analysis:

How might things be different in your own community in the future?

Synthesis:

Choose one future change that you predicted above and describe how it would help you in future

everyday life compared to now.

Independent Practice:

For homework students are to answer the following question.

Evaluation:

Choose one aspect of traditional Inuit life and compare it with its counterpart in Inuit life today.

Write a short response explaining how and why you think this particular aspect of life evolved

the way it did.

Closure:

Students will present their group’s responses. We will then review what was learned through class

discussion and by re-stating the lesson objectives. The homework assignment will then be given

and discussed with the class. The class will be asked to provide one or two possible responses to the

homework question. Theses examples will serve as a model response to the homework assignment.



Materials:

a copy of “Polar Bears Past Bedtime,” by Mary Pope Osbourne for every student, video of

modern-day Inuit life, worksheets

Duration:

one hour and fifteen minutes



Questions:

What type of dwelling do Inuits live in today?

Make a chart of differences between traditional Inuit life and modern-day Inuit life.

Make a list of differences between traditional life and modern-day life in your own community.

How might things be different in your own community in the future?

Choose one future change that you predicted above and describe how it would help you in future

everyday life compared to now.

Choose one aspect of traditional Inuit life and compare it with its counterpart in Inuit life today.

Write a short response explaining how and why you think this particular aspect of life evolved

the way it did.


