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MISSOURI VALLEY CONFERENCE BACKGROUND INFORMATION 
 

About the Conference 
The Missouri Valley Conference (MVC) formed in 1907, making it the second-oldest 
NCAA Division 1 conference in the nation. Originally, the MVC called itself the Missouri 
Valley Intercollegiate Athletic Association and consisted of five schools. Two months 
after the inception of the Missouri Valley Conference, the membership  grew to seven 
schools. The first competitive sport sponsored by the Missouri Valley Conference was 
basketball.  
 
Today, the MVC sponsors 12 sports and has expanded to include 10 universities. Six of 
the Missouri Valley Conference university athletic teams play competitive football, 
despite the fact that football was dropped from the conference in 1985.  
Our Mission 
“The Missouri Valley Conference is committed to establishing sportsmanship and 
developing healthy environments for competition. The Missouri Valley Conference sets 
forth this code to maintain intercollegiate athletics in harmony with the educational 
purposes of its member institutions” (MVC Code of Sportsmanship, 2010). 
 
Recent Success 
The Missouri Valley Conference has received significant media attention for the success 
of its men’s basketball teams. Since 2006, MVC teams have participated in the NCAA 
Sweet 16 men’s basketball tournament.  The conference women’s basketball teams 
have also experienced post-season success. 2010 marked the 11th consecutive year 
that MVC women’s basketball teams have received at least three post-season bids.  In 
addition, MVC softball teams have attended the NCAA softball tournament for the last 
seven out of eight seasons as of 2010. 
 
Members 
--Bradley University Braves    --Creighton University Jays 
--University of Evansville Aces   --Illinois State University Redbirds 
--Indiana State University Sycamores  --Missouri State University Bears 
--University of Northern Iowa Panthers  --Southern Illinois University Salukis 
--Drake University Bulldogs   --Wichita State University Shockers 
 
To receive more information on the Missouri Valley Conference and its recent 
successes, contact Ciara Pearce at pearcec@uni.edu.  
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