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of the family now because we
did the engagement party, the
wedding and then their baby
shower:'
If you've got an idea for an

event or theme, the staff at
Premier Events will work with
you to bring your vision to
reality. Not sure what you want
to do for your special program?
No problem. "We actually enjoy
it when people come in and
don't know exactly what they're
looking for:' saysRitzi. "That
allows me to insert a little extra
creativity and thinking outside
the box to make each event
truly special and unique:'
The process starts with a

visit to the Premier Events
showroom, where you can view
a sampling of their offerings

and let your creative juices flow. The staff will work
with you to talk about your vision, come up with
some directional ideas, then create some sketches or
renditions to make sure everyone is on the same page.
Once they have your approval, Premier Events will
coordinate with your caterer and manage every step of
the process from start to finish, including applying for
any necessary permits and taking care of site cleanup
once the event is over.
"It's very hard work-it's physical and there are a lot

of long hours that go into the process for us:' says Ritzi.
"But when you see the bride's face or the corporate
event planner's face when they walk through the door
and you've really nailed the event for them, that's where

I get my satisfaction. I can't really imagine doing anything else:'

The greatest testament
to the successof any
event is seeing the smiles

on the faces of the people
attending. But if you're the
one planning a simple affair
for a group of friends or the
person tapped to be in charge
of a major corporate function,
there's a lot of sweat and toil to
go through to make any special
occasion look like it was pulled
off effortlessly.
But that's exactly what

Premier Events does and why
they have been in business for
nearly 20 years. "We work
with all kinds of clients:' says
Premier Events owner Patty
Ritzi. "We might have a bride
in here one minute, and the
next I might be running out
to a hotel to talk about their
holiday decor for the coming
year. Every day is different,
every event is different, but
it's a very rewarding and
satisfying business because
you get to make people's
dreams come true:'
Premier Events provides

everything from rentals
(piping and drape treatments,
linens, tables and chairs,
tents, props, entertainment,
lighting and more) to
themed events that include local or destination weddings, Bar and
Bat Mitzvah celebrations, trade shows, teambuilding
retreats, reunions, corporate picnics, backyard
barbecues and festivals, as well as amusement packages
for kids (complete with concession equipment for
making popcorn, cotton candy, suo-cones. smoothies
and more) and the finest casino equipment in the state
for amusement or fundraising functions that adhere
to the laws of the commonwealth of Virginia. "We do
everything regarding special events from flowers and
linens to backdrops, props and entertainment:' adds
Ritzi. "Basically everything but food and ice:'
And, of course, all amusement items are licensed,

inspected and insured, and a member of the Premier
Events staff personally accompanies each piece of
equipment for proper safety and maximum fun.

Known for their work both locally and nationally,
Premier Events has provided event production services
from Baltimore to Miami and has even been utilized
for some very high-profile soirees. "We did Amberly's
Sweet 16 party on MTV back in 2007 or 2006, and we
got to take hearts to Hillary Clinton's Valentine's Day
Dance many years ago:' says Ritzi. "We did a wedding in
Richmond for 1,000 people and that couple is like part
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