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Introduction
 
The beginning of the lesson and of the year the teacher must act professional and firm in their rules so 
that the students know what they can get away with and that they know that they are in school and they 
know what is acceptable. Be firm at first and be consistent so that the student's know what their 
boundaries are in terms of acceptable behaviours.

 Philosophical statement 

I believe that every child is entitled to respect, trust and love. It is my desire to provide a secure, caring 
and trusting environment in which children feel respected as individuals and feel secure in their 
learning abilities. It is my hope to provide every opportunity possible to allow optimal learning for each 
child and to grow along side with my students and be there to support them along the way. I believe 
that every child is entitled to their own passions and dreams, therefore, it is my role as a competent 
teacher to support and guide children through their growth as learners as they strive to walk along their 
individual journey through life. 

After completing the teaching style activity and reflecting on my past teaching experience I  
found out that I have a more student centred approach on learning. I allow students to guide the lessons 
while cutting in to keep the students on track. I love visuals and manipulations but I also like to end the 
lesson with a hard written copy so that students can go back and review what they have learned. I also 
firmly believe in having structure in a classroom. I feel that students feel more on task and calm when 
they know exactly what is coming next and when they know what to expect based on their actions. 
Following the theory quiz completed in class the results indicated that I preferred the collaborative 
theory of teaching which I agree with. I believe that there is a time when students should direct the 
learning and that there are times when teachers must direct learning. The key to affective teaching is to  
find a balance between what students control versus what teachers should introduce prior to student 
directed learning.

Room Arrangement 

 The image of my ideal room arrangement is designed for a kindergarten room. There are no assigned 
desks, instead, the room is set up in different sections which the students can go around and explore 
throughout the day. The room has a lot of windows with window sides that the students can 
comfortably sit on (at their level). This allows for natural lighting, and give students a more home like 
feel to the classroom. It is very important to allow students space and by having windows that the 
students can see through will allow the area to seem larger and will allow students to see and observe 
the outside world anytime of the day.
Starting in the top left corner there are two computers which are  slightly excluded from the rest of the 
classroom (in the corner) so that the people on the computers will not get distracted by other things 
going on in the room. This is ideal for children with special needs who may get distracted easily and 
who need computer assistance in order to complete tasks. The computers are also placed near the 
reading centre/ rug in order to promote a quiet area and to focus this side of the room towards language 
and literacy. 



The rug, couches and book shelves are located on the far left bottom of the classroom set up. Putting 
the reading area in the corner allows this side of the room to be the silent part of the room so that 
students can have a quiet and comfortable reading section.
Beside the reading section there is a large table with two shelves. These shelves will have puzzles and 
various manipulative activities in them so that students can come to this table to complete sit down 
activities. This activity centre will be math focused.
 Beside the math activity centre are two round tables and two sinks. This area is the art area where 
students can come and use the art supplies on the shelves and make their own art work at their leisure.
 The circle rug would be used for circle  time, snack time as well as a block building area for students.  
It is located  near the teacher's desk because it tends to be the louder area.
Finally, the kidney table would be a homework table where students can sit and write, work on their 
homework and at lunch times this would be the lunch table.
The classroom has a main hallway which goes directly in front of the teacher's desk so that the teacher 
can monitor the movement. The desk is also in a central location so that the teacher can see the entire  
classroom without having to constantly get up.

Classroom rules: 

During my first placement I was introduced to a very effective concept of teaching classroom rules. 
Instead of having a list of rules that the students are given at the beginning of the year, an effective way 
to teach rules is to have the students collaboratively come up with the rules together. The teacher would 
guide the students and make sure that the main rules are mentioned. The main rule that the teacher  
would ensure were included in the rules are as follows: 

1.Be respectful of yourself and others.

Although there are many important rules I believe that all the rules can be attributed to simple respect  
for yourself and others. The teacher should also include the reward systems that are implemented in the 
classroom so that the children know the rules and responsibilities which lead up to the rewards. The 
reward systems could be based on the preference of the children. The teacher and the students could 
work together to develop rewards that they would like in the classroom (with teacher guidance). The 
teacher and the students would list the rules and consequences on a large sheet of paper. Depending on 
the age the teacher would get the students to write the rules themselves so that they can take full  
responsibility for them 

 Following the session of thinking up rules and the reward systems/ consequences to the rules 
the teacher will post the large sheet of paper in a common looking spot such as on top of the chalk 
board or on a popular wall in the room. I would ensure that the rules would be posted for teacher 
interviews so that the parents can become aware of the rules when they visit the classroom.

Procedures and routines

In class the theory of the CALM Model  was introduced as a way for teaching to respond to 
misbehaviour. In my opinion this is a great procedure that both students and teachers can use 
throughout the day. In my classroom I would introduce the CALM theory; Consider the behaviour, Act 
on it if it is a misbehaviour, give consequences so that the behaviour will lessen , Manage the behaviour 
to get on with the lesson. Familiarizing the CALM theory with the class will allow the students to know 
that this procedure will be used any time there is a misbehaviour. In terms of routines I think that it is  
important to keep an up to date agenda on the board so that every morning students can look at the 
board and find exactly what the day holds for them. It is proven that children love structure therefore 



having stable routines where the students can become familiarized with is vital to an effective 
classroom. It is also important that the teacher makes the rules and routines known on the first day of 
school so that the classroom will become more structured for students success.

In terms of grading plans I intend to increase anecdotal notes and checklists rather then giving 
specific worksheets every time. I believe that many children are unable to express their understanding 
through constant written worksheets,therefore, it is important for teachers to find creative ways to teach 
lesson and to assess understanding. Dramatizing, doing interpretive art, having manipulative games 
etc.are all great ways for a teacher to assess understanding in a way which caters to the child's way of 
learning. Rubrics are great because students are aware of what they must have in order to complete the 
task. It is something that I feel would be highly effective in a classroom. I will also consistently give 
students a weekly writing and reading task that they will have prior knowledge of what the task is and 
the task will have the same guidelines the whole year through. Students will be given sight words and 
reading questions at the beginning of the week and will be required to have the assigned tasks done by 
friday. Having a consistent weekly homework task allows parents and students to be aware of what 
they must complete and parents who wish to be involved in their child's school life will have the 
opportunity to help their child with homework.

Reflection on positive student behaviour

In order to respond positively to student positive behaviour I will allow the students to write in their 
journals what colour day they had so if they had a good day then they get to write that they had a green 
day. If they have had an okay day then they will write down that they had a yellow day and why, and if 
they have had a red day they will write down why. This Bell Work activity will be done right after last 
recess so that this will give them time to settle down so that the teacher can then carry through to the 
last lesson.
 I will also have Van Aert cash which the students obtain when doing things well. At the end of the 
week the students will keep track of their paper cash and will have the opportunity buy things from the 
Van Aert store at the end of each month. The students have to calculate how much money they have 
and how much they will have after buying the thing from the Van Aert store. I have seen this done 
before and it was very effective positive reinforcement because every child is working towards 
something different but effective for that student. It also helps with a basic life skill, managing money. 
Students will learn not only how to count money but also how to save money in order to be able to buy 
a bigger gift in the end.
I will have a list on the board of things that the students can work on so that once they are done the first 
thing on the list then they will go to the next ( the last thing on the list will be to draw pictures in their  
JFF book ( just for fun) so that they can not come back to the teacher or distract people by making up 
the excuse that they have finished everything on the list.

The students who are behaving negatively will consistently receive a yellow card; When they have 
reached three yellow card then they will have to write in their journal what type of day they had and 
why. If the behaviour still occurs then they will get a red which will mean a letter home from the 
teacher.  Although some students may need the yellow cards in order to remind them to get back on 
track it is important that the student does not develop a Self learning Prophecy. In class it was 
discussed that if the teacher has a standard for the child then the child may act according to the 
teacher's expectations for that child. For example if a teacher has it in their mind that the student always  
misbehaves and needs lots of yellows then the child may begin to act out in order to fulfill the teacher's  
expectations.

Conclusion:



 After completing the stages of my classroom management I found that it was difficult to build a 
successful management plan without knowing my students first. I believe that although the basic 
designs and rules in the classroom can remain, knowing the most effective strategies in the classroom 
depends on the students within the classroom. Some things work well for some students but not for 
others. It is important for teachers to find a strategy that works for each individual child and alter the 
strategies depending on the success of the strategy. It is also important to incorporate the students into 
any classroom decisions so that they can feel a sense of ownership 


