
Title of Unit:    Traditions and Celebrations 
Grade: 2

Strand:  Heritage and Citizenship

Guiding Question:  Is it good to to have different family traditions, cultures, and celebrations in Canada?

Overall Expectations of the Unit:

2z1 • demonstrate an understanding that Canada is a country of many cultures;
2z2 • use a variety of resources and tools to gather, process, and communicate information about similarities and differences among family traditions and celebrations;
2z3 • explain how the various cultures of individuals and groups contribute to the local community.

   
   

Culminating Task:  The students will chose a celebration or tradition that they do not do within their family.  The students will draw a picture or model out of clay or do a representation in some creative form (dress up 
in the clothing or play the music or make the food) pertaining to an object (food, music, clothing, et cetera) or symbol that represents that celebration or culture and write or record two sentences and thoughts about it and 
why that culture is interesting.  The students will then create their own T-Chart to show this culture/celebration/family tradition in relation to their own(by drawing pictures, recording, or writing words), showing that 
various cultures exist in the local community.      2z1, 2z2, 2z3

Evaluation of Culminating Task:  The students will be evaluated through a rubric to see if they have met the overall expectations.  In order to differentiate for various learners/multiple intelligences, the students have to 
draw and verbalize in some way (either through 2 sentences or by recording their thoughts or by drawing).  In this way, the students can be evaluated in multiple ways so that their strengths can be showcased and they can 
thrive, without the limits of a standardized test at the end of this unit.   2z1, 2z2, 2z3

ACTIVITY/LESSON DESCRIPTION CODE FOR EXPECTATIONS SKILL DECONSTRUCTION RECORDING DEVICE FOR ASSESSMENT OR 
EVALUATION

Day 1: The teacher will make a chart with different cultural 
names and celebrations typed neatly onto chart paper.  There 
will be pictures of various foods, clothes, et cetera for the 
students to match up.

2z Students will work in groups of 3 to match different foods to 
their matching cultures and celebrations so that the teacher can 
see where they are.

Activate prior knowledge
Inquiry
Communication
Co-operation

Observation and Anecdotal Notes (A)

Day 2: Students will bring in an object from a celebration in     
their family and they will orally present/show and tell what it is 
and why it is important to their family traditions.  Students will 
make predictions about why different cultures, traditions, and 
celebrations are important in Canada.

2z13  use appropriate vocabulary (e.g., culture, celebrations, 
heritage, traditions) to communicate the results of inquiries and 
observations about family traditions and celebrations.

Communication
Research
Definition of culture, celebrations, and tradition
Observe
Predictions

Teacher Observation and Checklist (A)

Day 3: Students will have the opportunity to create their own 
family tree.  The teacher will hand out a picture of a tree and the 
students will fill it out going back to their grandparents and 
drawing pictures and printing the names of their family 
members.

2z5 outline traditions of various cultures that are passed down 
from earlier generations (e.g., celebrations, names);
2z11 use illustrations, key words, and simple sentences (e.g., 
timeline of major family events, simple family tree) to sort, 
classify, and record basic information about family history and 
traditions;

Research
Recalling information/prior knowledge Checklist (A)

Day 4: The students will interview someone with a different 
culture or familial traditions other than their own, which the 
teacher will pair up accordingly.  The questions will be pre-
made up by the teacher and after asking and recording their 
information through a recording device, the student will draw 
an illustration of their partner's family history and traditions.  

2z9– ask simple questions to gain information and seek 
clarification (e.g.,What are the similarities and differences in 
celebrations among cultures? How are they the same? How are 
they different?);
2z10 – use primary and secondary sources to locate simple 
information about family history and traditions (e.g., primary 
sources: interviews, eyewitness visitors, class trips; secondary 
sources: maps, illustrations, print materials, videos);

How to interview and ask questions/get answers
Listening Skills
Respect towards others and differences
Creativity in what they chose to draw in order to accurately 
represent their partner's culture/traditions/history/celebration

Participation and Completion: Anecdotal Notes (A)

Day 5: The students will be given an outline for a crest and on it 
they will draw 5 things that symbolize or represent their family 
culture and traditions (this can be adjusted to meet the needs of 
students with learning difficulties, such as only drawing two 
things or telling what they are instead of drawing).  Also, the 
students should put a picture of something that they think and 
feel is Canadian.  

2z15 – identify community celebrations that reflect their own 
heritage and/or their Canadian identity (e.g., Remembrance Day, 
Canada Day, Victoria Day, Aboriginal Solidarity Day, Chinese 
New Year).

Canadian identity and symbols (flag, beaver, Queen, et cetera)
Creativity
Research (ask their family members)
Prior knowledge
Colouring skills

Rubric (E)

Day 6: Student will go to a centre that has pictures of 10 
different countries/communities.  Each country will have 
pictures of the country, people, food, music, and dress (all 
labelled).  The students will circulate in groups of 3 or 4 and 
write or record 1 thing (they chose which out of the five 
pictures they write for each of the 10 places).  Task cards will 
be provided explaining what the students are to do.  For 
example, if a student chooses "dress/clothing," they must write 
down what each of the ten countries wear.  The worksheets will 
be created by the teacher ahead of time.

2z4 demonstrate an understanding that communities may be 
made up of people from many cultures;

Ability to read from the Word Wall that says "Country" et 
cetera and the ability to recall what they all mean
Co-operation
Ability to copy words from the labelled sheet or to use a 
recoding device successfully
Writing
Inquiry
Making Connections 
Reading familiar/repetitive words

Rubric (E)

Day 7: Students will make their own poppies out of 
construction paper and tissue paper.  The teacher will read in 
"Flanders Field" to the children orally without a book and teach 
them the significance of memory and oral storytelling.  The 
teacher will then use an anchor chart to brainstorm with the 
class the ways traditions, such as Remembrance Day are passed 
on from generations.  Then the class will work in groups to 
brainstorm different traditions and celebrations that are passed 
down, e.g. weddings, dance, food within cultures, clothing).   

2z6– identify ways in which heritage and traditions are passed 
on (e.g., stories; community celebrations; special days such as 
Remembrance Day, Canada Day, Aboriginal Solidarity Day, 
and religious holidays; the Canadian flag; music, crafts, dance, 
food, recreation, clothing);

Brainstorm
Listening 
Recall information
Co-operation
Communication
Research
Memory of what a poppy looks like 

Anecdotal notes (students working well together in groups and 
participating equally and respectfully) and staying on task (A)

Day 8: Students will learn various dances, such as the "Hava 
Nagila" from a Jewish guest that will perform for the class.  
After watching the dance and hearing the music that goes with 
it, students will try to learn the dance and barnstorm afterwards 
the cultural tradition and celebration of families that is linked to 
this dance in the Jewish community.  Students can then try to 
think of an equivalent celebration or tradition within their 
community or family.

2z8– explain the significant traditions and celebrations of 
families from a variety of cultural traditions.

Listening
Watching
Learning and then Application
Brainstorming
Research
Recalling information into their own lives and then the ability to 
link it with another culture/tradition/celebration

Diagnostic observation through Anecdotal notes (A)- Are the 
students participating, showing respect, and taking the task 
seriously?

Day 9: Students will pick one of the cultures or traditions that 
we have discussed in the previous classes and act like the 
spokesperson and advertise on a poster why this culture is 
important, through pictures or words and present your poster to 
your 'elbow partner.'

2z12 – make and read a variety of graphs, charts, diagrams, 
maps, and models to understand information about cultural or 
religious traditions and share it with members of the class (e.g., 
Festivals of Lights, First Nation powwows, toys from various 
cultures);

Communication
Oral/public speaking abilities
Sharing of important information
Co-operation
Research
Recalling information

Checklist (A)

Day 10: Students will do a web of all the cultural places in their 
town/community, such as restaurants and why they exist in our 
community.  The students have a choice of how they portray the 
'why.'  Some of the choices include, but are not limited to: 
written words, a poem they have written themselves or found, a 
story told orally, or a painting. 

2z14 – identify examples that show the participation of various 
cultures in the community (e.g., restaurants, places of worship, 
styles of dress);

Poetry styles and formatting
How to do a 'Web'
Knowledge of their community and what is in it (recalling 
information)
Communication
Creativity
Application

Checklist (A)

Day 11: The teacher will do a Read-Aloud of different 
storybooks that showcase various cultures and traditions.  The 
students will draw as the teacher reads a scene from one of the 
books.

2z7– identify the origins and features of various families (e.g., 
nationality, culture, size, structure);

Listening
Multi-tasking (listen while draw and think)
Creativity
Accuracy and ability to match the story to their drawing (listen 
and then apply)

Rubric (E)


