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SCORE DC Event Shows Promise of small business for local Economy
WASHINGTON— Karen Mills, Administrator of the U.S. Small Business Administration spoke to a group of 200 in Lafayette Square on Sunday, at the BBQ Bash 2011.  The group included entrepreneur hopefuls and their families learning about opportunities for development and growth in startup and small business sectors.

The event, hosted by SCORE DC, the first chapter of volunteer counselors, formally known as the Service Corps of Retired Business Executives, was a chance for networking between successful, established executives and aspiring business people.
“Finding a job these days can be nearly impossible, which is why we want to make as many resources available as possible for men and women to start their own business venture,” said Mills.  “SCORE DC and the SBA are resources providing many opportunities including trained counselors to assist you for free.”
In addition to remarks from Mills, event participants heard from June Farrell, a SCORE representative and the vice president of international public relations at Marriott, as well 
as John Hocker, SCORE DC’s membership coordinator.  The afternoon included a 
-MORE-

barbecue and raffle with prizes provided by past SCORE clients including Wildflower Linen, Vera Bradley Designs, O.K. Golf and Strategic Growth Partners, LLC.

“The afternoon ran smoothly,” Farrell said.  “It’s so great to meet men and women of all ages who are excited about starting something fresh.  Our counselors are eager to help get these businesses off the ground to create new jobs and allow our clients to pursue their passions.”
Participant Joe Reinard learned about the resources that Farrell and the rest of the SCORE DC counselors can provide.  “I’ve been unemployed for a year now with ideas about what I want to do, but no outlet,” said Reinard.  “This weekend I bounced ideas off others who have more experience in building a company and I discovered SCORE’s free services that I will definitely take advantage of in the future.”
About SCORE: SCORE is a nationwide nonprofit and resource partner with the U.S. Small Business Administration. Since 1964, SCORE has provided more than 6.5 million aspiring entrepreneurs and small business owners with practical, real-world advice for starting and managing a small business. SCORE provides more than 400,000 counseling and training sessions and helps create thousands of jobs each year.  SCORE DC, the first chapter of SCORE, offers mentoring from more than 40 successful executives with hundreds of years of relevant business experience.  For more information visit www.scoredc.org or call (202) 272-0390.
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