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1.  Lesson Plan Information 
Subject/Course: Language Name:   Tom Vockeroth 
Grade Level: 5 Date: October 20th 2010  Time: 10:40 – 11:50AM 
Topic: Reading  Length of Period: 70 min 
 
2.  Expectation(s)  
Expectation(s) (Directly from The Ontario Curriculum): 
 
1.3 – identify a variety of reading comprehension strategies and use them appropriately before, during and after 
reading to understand texts. 
1.4 – demonstrate understanding of a variety of texts by summarizing important ideas and citing supporting details. 
1.6 – extend understanding of texts by connecting the ideas in them to their own knowledge, experience, and 
insights, to other familiar texts and to the world around them. 
 
Learning Skills (Where applicable):  
 
 
 
 
3.  Content  
What do I want the learners to know and/or be able to do? 
  
Students will be able to predict what will happen in humorous stories.  Students will also be able to summarize 
important ideas and extend understanding by connecting “The Pirate, the Princess and Me, the Rat” to their own 
knowledge, experiences and insights. 
       
Today learners will:  
 
Students will practice reading comprehension strategies while they participate in a shared reading of “The Pirate, 
the Princess and Me, the Rat”.  They will also answer comprehension questions, which will demonstrate their 
understanding of the text, after the shared reading. 
 
 
4. Assessment (collect data) / Evaluation (interpret data)  
(Recording Devices (where applicable): anecdotal record, checklist, rating scale, rubric) 
Based on the application, how will I know students have learned what I intended?  
 
The teacher will assess the students anecdotally during the shared reading, and while the students are working on 
the comprehension questions. 
 
 
5.  Learning Context 
A.  The Learners 
(i) What prior experiences, knowledge and skills do the learners bring with them to this learning 
experience? 
 
The students have experience summarizing short stories, and predicting as a reading strategy. 
 
(ii) How will I differentiate the instruction (content, process and/or product) to ensure the inclusion of all 
learners? (Must include where applicable accommodations and/or modifications for learners identified as 
exceptional.) 
 
JD is hearing impaired so the teacher will use an fm mic to transmit to his hearing aides. 
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YR is LD and has trouble concentrating, will give extra time to check for understanding and accommodate number 
of exercise questions she will be required to do. 
JJ and GM are ESL and will given support and more time when answering comprehension questions. 
 
 
B.  Learning Environment 
 
Classroom, students in groups of 4 and 5. 
 
C.  Resources/Materials 
 

- smartboard 
- scanned file of “The Pirate, the Princess and Me, the Rat” loaded in smart notebook 
- textbooks Nelson “Leteracy 5”, 2008. X 25 
-  pencils 
- language notebooks 
- graphic organizer 

 
 
6. Teaching/Learning Strategies 
 
INTRODUCTION 
How will I engage the learners? (e.g., motivational strategy, hook, activation of learners’ prior knowledge, 
activities, procedures, compelling  problem) 
 
The teacher will ask the students if they like funny movies.  The teacher will then have a discussion with students 
about what makes funny movies so funny. 
Ex.   

– The premise or starting point is unusual. 
– Details give you warnings that a surprise is ahead 
– The main character has an interesting personality. 
– The ending often has a twist, which the reader can’t predict. 

 
MIDDLE:   
Teaching:  How does the lesson develop?  
How we teach new concepts, processes (e.g., gradual release of responsibility - modeled, shared, and 
guided instruction). 
 
The teacher will ask the students to open their Literacy books to the story, “The Pirate, the Princess and Me, the 
Rat”.   
The teacher will ask the students “What do you predict will happen just by looking at the pictures? : 

1. What will happen to the Princess? (the pirate will capture her and hold her for ransom).  
2. How will the Rat help the Princess? (it will find a way to free the princess).   
3. Do we see anything that might suggest that the story is a little different? (yes, the rat is wearing sunglasses 

and has a suitcase).  
 
The teacher will then begin the shared reading.  A scanned version of the story will be placed on the smartboard, 
and students will be asked to volunteer to read from the board 1 at a time.   
 
After the first 4 paragraphs, the teacher will ask the class, “Do you think this story is going to be unusual?” (yes, a 
rat is telling the story, he is different from most rats, he is telling it in a humorous way.  The teacher will then ask for 
another volunteer to continue reading. 
 
After the first page has been read, the teacher will ask the class, “In a humorous story, main characters have 
interesting personalities.  Do you think the rat has an interesting personality?” (yes, he dresses like a human, he 
takes vacations when the rains come).  The teacher will ask a new student to continue reading the next page.  
Every 10 lines the teacher will ask a new student to continue reading. 
 
After reading pg 28, the teacher will ask the students, “The rat is disgusted by the dirty pirates and the fact that they 
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don’t cut their toenails.  Do you think this is an odd reaction for a rat? Why? (yes; rats are supposed to be dirty; it’s 
funny that the rat finds the pirates disgusting).  The teacher will ask a student to continue reading the next page. 
 
After reading page 29, the teacher will ask the students, “What humorous language does the rat use to describe the 
princess? (“She was as lovely as a fresh-cut block of cheddar cheese”).  “What detail gives warning of a surprise 
ahead?” (“when I smelled something behind me.  The captain!”).  The teacher will encourage students to read pg 
30. 
 
The teacher will ask the students, “What does the rat mean when he says, “How’d you like a little bubonic plague?” 
(if he bites the pirate, he would give him the bubonic plague).  “What character traits does the princess show on this 
page?  Is this typical?  (the princess is brave, sometimes they are in stories but often they aren’t).  The teacher will 
continue the shared reading of page 31. 
 
After reading page 31, the teacher will ask the students, “What does the rat do to save the princess?  Are these 
typical actions of a rat? (chews the ropes; gnaws a hole in the door; nips at her so she’ll use the ropes to escape 
instead of the gangplank; rats can’t do these things, but rats in stories like this can).  The teacher will continue the 
shared reading until the story is completed. 
 
Once the story is completed, the teacher will ask the students, “What twist does the author add to the story’s 
ending?”  (the princess and the rat go their separate ways; the princess does not kiss the rat to make him turn into a 
handsome prince; the rat describes his ideal girlfriend and she’s totally different from the princess – she’s a rat). 
 
 
 
Consolidation and/or Recapitulation Process:  How will I bring all the important ideas from the learning 
experiences together for/with the students? How will I check for understanding?  
 
The teacher will ask the students, “What are some of the tings that make this story humorous?” 
 
                 
Application:  What will learners do to demonstrate their learning? (Moving from guided, scaffolded practice, 
and gradual release of responsibility.)  
 
Students will independently answer the following comprehension question: 
 

1. Is the ending of this story what you expected? Explain. 
2. In what other ways might this story have ended? 
3. This story is told by the rat.  Why do you think the story was told from this point of view? 
4. What do you think was the funniest part of this story? Why? 
5. Using a graphic organizer, plan a humorous letter imagining that you are the Rat.  Write a letter to a friend 

at home telling of your adventures with the pirate and the princess.  Be creative, using your own ideas and 
ideas from the story. 

 
CONCLUSION: How will I conclude the lesson?  
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7. My Reflections on the Lesson  
What do I need to do to become more effective as a teacher in supporting student learning?  
 
Some of the students who were weaker in reading seemed to be not listening to the lesson.  Next time I think I will 
have a reading workshop where I can work specifically with those readers who seem to be having more trouble.  
Hopefully this will raise their comfort levels when reading. 
 
This lesson gave me a good idea of areas that many of the students need practice.  Most of the students are very 
good at comprehending what they are reading.  They could use practice to ameliorate their fluency. 
 
 
 
 


