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1.  Lesson Plan Information 
Subject/Course: Language Name:   Tom Vockeroth 
Grade Level: 5 Date: October 21st 2010 Time: 10:40 – 11:50 am 
Topic:  Writing  Length of Period: 70 minutes 
 
2.  Expectation(s)  
Expectation(s) (Directly from The Ontario Curriculum): 
 
1.1 identify the topic, purpose and audience for a variety of writing forms. 
1.2 generate ideas about a potential topic and identify those most appropriate for the purpose. 
2.8 produce revised, draft pieces of writing to meet identified criteria based on the expectations related to content, 
organization, style, and use of conventions. 
 
Learning Skills (Where applicable):  
 
 
 
 
3.  Content  
What do I want the learners to know and/or be able to do? 
  
Students will be able to write a proper friendly letter from the point of view of someone else.  They will understand 
proper format (see attached handout), how to write to the proper audience  (you may talk to a friend differently than 
you would talk to your mother), and how to brainstorm interesting ideas, in a graphic organizer.   
       
Today learners will:  
 
Students will compose a draft of a friendly letter to a friend, from the point of view of the Rat in “The Pirate, the 
Princes and Me, the Rat”.  They will use ideas from their graphic organizer, which they have previously completed 
for this activity.   
 
 
4. Assessment (collect data) / Evaluation (interpret data)  
(Recording Devices (where applicable): anecdotal record, checklist, rating scale, rubric) 
Based on the application, how will I know students have learned what I intended?  
 
The teacher will use diagnostic and formative assessment, to determine aspects of writing that students need 
further help.  The teacher will perform this assessment using anecdotal notes while observing the students as they 
do work. 
 
 
5.  Learning Context 
A.  The Learners 
(i) What prior experiences, knowledge and skills do the learners bring with them to this learning 
experience? 
 
Students already know how to use a graphic organizer to brainstorm ideas.  They are able to create descriptive 
sentences.  They have read the story “The Pirate, the Princess and Me, the Rat” and understand techniques of 
humor used in the story.   
 
(ii) How will I differentiate the instruction (content, process and/or product) to ensure the inclusion of all 
learners? (Must include where applicable accommodations and/or modifications for learners identified as 
exceptional.) 
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JD is hearing impaired so the teacher will use an fm mic to transmit to his hearing aides. 
YR is LD and has trouble concentrating, will give extra time and cut back on the number of ideas she has to place in 
her letter. 
B.  Learning Environment 
 
Regular classroom, students sitting in groups of 4 and 5. 
 
C.  Resources/Materials 
 

- smartboard 
- Literacy book “Literacy 5” x28  
- Language workbooks (each student has their own) 
- Pencils 
- Friendly letter format guide file for smartboard 

 
 
6. Teaching/Learning Strategies 
 
INTRODUCTION 
How will I engage the learners? (e.g., motivational strategy, hook, activation of learners’ prior knowledge, 
activities, procedures, compelling  problem) (5 minutes) 
 
The teacher will ask the students, “Who here has ever written a letter?”  The teacher will take a few responses from 
students. 
 
MIDDLE:   
Teaching:  How does the lesson develop?  
How we teach new concepts, processes (e.g., gradual release of responsibility - modeled, shared, and 
guided instruction). (20 minutes) 
 
Step 1: The teacher will ask students, “Who did you write the letter to?” and “What did you have to consider before 
writing the letter?”  The teacher will take several ideas from the class.  Hopefully one of them will have to do with 
considering the letters audience. 
Step 2:  The teacher will explain audience to the students by asking the questions, “Do you talk differently to your 
friends than you do to your principal?”  The teacher will pick students to answer this question orally.  The teacher 
will then begin a conversation concerning tone and language.  They will ask the students, “what kind of tone do you 
use when speaking to your principal?  Friends?”  and “What kind of language do you use when talk to your 
principal? Friend?”  The teacher will then link this concept to the current letter the students are planning to write.  
The teacher will say, “Since we are writing to a friend, we are going to have to make sure to keep this in mind when 
we’re writing.” 
Step 3:  The teacher will then ask the students,  “what else will you have to think about when preparing to write a 
friendly letter?”  The students will be given an opportunity to answer this question.  The teacher will then direct the 
answers towards the notion on subject matter.  The teacher will explain, “This step is already finished for us, since 
we completed a graphic organizer last class with all the good ideas we want to use in our letter.” 
Step 4:  The teacher will then place a letter format page on the smartboard.  They will proceed through the letter 
format page asking students what they believe goes where.  The teacher will ask the students: 
“Point out where the senders address goes?”  (The first few lines of the top right hand corner of the page) 
“What information is it important to put in the address?”  (the street name, town, and postal code) 
“What are some ways to begin a letter?”  (Dear so and so, hi…., etc…  don’t forget the comma after the greeting) 
“How do you begin the first paragraph of a friendly letter?”  (With a greeting and maybe some questions) 
“What goes in the body of the letter?”  (Ideas from the graphic organizer) 
“How do you end a letter?”  (Yours truly, sincerely, bff, etc…  with a comma afterwards, and the name of the person 
writing the letter beneath) 
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Consolidation and/or Recapitulation Process:  How will I bring all the important ideas from the learning 
experiences together for/with the students? How will I check for understanding? (5 mintutes) 
 
The teacher will remind the students, “Be creative in your letters, and have fun.”  The teacher will also ask the 
students if they have any questions, and answer any the students may have. 
                 
Application:  What will learners do to demonstrate their learning? (Moving from guided, scaffolded practice, 
and gradual release of responsibility.) (35 minutes) 
 
Students will compose a friendly letter to a friend, from the point of view of the Rat from “The Pirate, the Princess 
and Me, the Rat”.  The students will keep in mind target audience, using the proper tone and language, subject 
matter, using ideas from the story as well as making up ideas which fit into the story, technique, using proper letter 
writing format.  Students will complete a draft and then get their shoulder partners to edit their stories. 
 
CONCLUSION: How will I conclude the lesson? (5 minutes) 
 
The teacher will ask the students to look over their edited letters for homework, and let them know they will have the 
opportunity to share them with the class tomorrow. 
 
 
 
 

 
 
Methods Assignment #2 
Tom Vockeroth P/J 5 
 
Part A: Analysis 
 
 The hook was enthusiastic, straight to the point, and activated student’s prior knowledge 
on letter writing.  For these reasons students were engaged from the beginning.   
 This lesson was a ‘Guide at the Side’ lesson.  Using the smart board to remind students 
of the format of a friendly letter had everyone eager to participate.  My assessment of the 
students showed me that they picked up on the concepts of audience, content and letter format 
fairly quickly, but many had difficulty conceptualizing that they were writing the letter from 
someone else’s perspective.  I think that I should have included the concept on perspective into 
my lesson plan.  It also would have been a good idea to explain to the student’s that I wanted 
their ideas and content of the letter to fit into the story, although it was imagined. 
 My recapitulation could have contained more direct questions.  I should have asked the 
students to explain the concepts and format for their application / assignment.  Although, there 
weren’t many questions afterwards, I think that repeating the instructions would have solidified 
the assignment for a few of the slower learners.  
 The application, an independent writing piece, went well for the most part.  Many of the 
students had difficulty coming up with ideas that could fit into the story of “The Pirate, the 
Princess and Me, the Rat.”  This might indicate that I could have included ‘inference’ into my 

7. My Reflections on the Lesson  
What do I need to do to become more effective as a teacher in supporting student learning?  
 
I think that this lesson went very well.  The questions I had prepared for the students got everyone involved, and the 
students seemed to enjoy the freedom of being able to use their imaginations to compose their own letter.  A couple 
students had a harder time with this.  I will have to spend more time with these students to ensure they understand 
what their instructions are.  At this time I don’t think that I would have done anything differently. 
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teaching earlier in the lesson plan.  For the most part the students enjoyed the activity and 
enjoyed sharing their masterpieces when their shoulder partners edited them. 
 During my conclusion I should have reminded students of what they had learned.  I could 
have done this by telling them directly or by asking leading questions. 
 My diagnostic and formative assessment worked well for this lesson. I was able to get a 
good idea of what concepts the students needed more help with, and how I could improve my 
teaching for the next lesson. 
 
Part B: Reflection 
 
 I think that I did an excellent job of motivating, and encouraging my students to learn.  
From the beginning of this lesson, most of the students were excited to start the application of 
writing their letters.  They started sharing ideas and talking about the assignment amongst 
themselves before I was done the lesson, and of course this continued while they were writing 
their letters too.  
 
 I believe that I could have improved my ability to anticipate what I need to teach before 
application for students to succeed at writing a letter from someone else’s perspective.  Many of 
the students had difficulty putting themselves in someone else’s shoes to write a letter.  I could 
have taught perspective in my lesson to help alleviate some of these issues. 
 
 A major barrier to my effective lesson delivery was my lack of practical experience in 
classrooms.  I had no idea where these students were in terms of writing, what they knew and 
what they hadn’t been taught yet.  I was also a little apprehensive because I was teaching a 
Language Arts, a subject I don’t consider myself strong in, for the second time ever.   
  

My delivery was affected by element highlighted in my lesson plan.  I used most of the 
questions to quickly guide the students through the learning.  And having a hook and idea of the 
flow for the lesson gave me the confidence to perform in front of the class. 

 
My management strategies worked well for the most part.  It’s easy to manage a class 

who are excited to learn and apply themselves.  Since the students were very excited to write 
their letters, I had to use positive reinforcement to get the chattier ones attention during the 
lesson. 

 
My lesson was a guide at the side lesson.  It’s progression looked like this, motivation, 

new learning/recapitulation, application and conclusion. 
 
I don’t think the Phases of Instruction visual model were useful. 
 
Upon watching myself teach the lesson, I couldn’t believe how calm and in control I 

looked.  While I’m teaching, I’m always on my toes, ready to adapt to the situation.  That brings 
a certain amount of stress with it, and I was surprised with how little stress and anxiety I saw in 
my video of me teaching. 
 


