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Giving Back

Why would anyone in his or her right mind want to get yelled at while running up and down a basketball court for an hour and a half? Referees do it almost every time they step on the court to referee a game. They put up with the screaming and yelling of the coaches, players and fans.  Working at the recreation center for the past two years in the Intramural department I got some experience refereeing various sports. I have always been a basketball player ever since I was the ball boy for my dad’s 8th grade team when I was five years old. Little did I know that when I got to college I would be a certified referee looking at the game I love through a whole new perspective. I was now the one in control, making the calls, and regulating the game. Some people tell me that they would hate to be a referee because of all the abuse they take from players, coaches, and fans. But for me it is something more than that, it is a feeling of giving back to the game that has given me so much.


I was one of those kids who dreamed of growing up and becoming a professional basketball player. I always told myself that if I worked hard enough someday I could be in the NBA playing the game I loved. Obviously reality set in and other opportunities came along and I grew out of those dreams, but I never stopped loving the game that I grew up playing. Even though I cannot play the game competitively like I used too it feels great to still be involved in the game. Refereeing is my way to give back to basketball after it gave me so much in my childhood and mid-teen years. I love seeing the look on the kids faces when the get the ball in their hands or when they score a basket. Seeing 5th, 6th, 7th, and 8th graders play the game of basketball thinking they are like the pros always puts a smile on my face.


If you take away all the screaming and yelling from the spectators and coaches what you have is kids playing a game. For me I am out there helping them learn the game that taught me so much when I was growing up. Putting up with all that other stuff is just a plus because as funny as it may sound that kind of stuff usually puts a smile on my face too. The reason I love refereeing is because I can handle all the controversy in a professional manner and still get back out there and do my job. Who knows? Maybe someday I will be in the NBA, not as a player but a referee.
