Jessica Cober
1) Why did/ do I want to become a teacher?
Growing up I had always wanted to be a teacher.  My mother used to run a home day-care service and playing school was my favorite game. Even before I was in school, I was pretending to teach my students valuable lessons.

Throughout my school career, there has been a small number of teachers that I have become close with and I think these relationships have had much influence on my decision to become a teacher.  These teachers went past the role of just being an educator. They became my role models and taught me many more things than just what was supposed to be taught.  

I want to have the same influence on my students, and teach them life long lessons not only about academics but also about becoming the person they want to become.

2) What were the formative events in life that made you want to become a teacher?

In elementary school, I was the girl that sat beside the slow learners and helped them when they needed it.  I think after a while my teachers made a point in putting my desk beside those students who needed an occasional 1-on-1 help because I enjoyed it so much.  Soon I felt like I had a responsibility to help that student understand when they were struggling.  It gave me extra satisfaction at the end of the day if I had shared my knowledge and gifts of patience and caring with someone that could truly benefit from them.  

During university I had the opportunity to tutor ESL students, and I found that this was very rewarding and satisfying.  At times, the students became frustrated, and wanted to give up, but by pushing through and getting to that moment where everything finally makes sense is well worth the challenge.   I had the opportunity to work with 2 young boys who were quite limited in their English vocabulary at first.  Over a period of 2 years, they began to read, speak more fluently and gain confidence in themselves in their new environment.  Seeing their progress both in academics and in their personalities made me realize how good it felt to help people succeed and carry the things they learned from me for the rest of their life.   

3) Why don’t I want to become a teacher? Is there anything that I doubt about my calling to be a teacher?

This question seems almost easier to write than the others.  But it is sometimes easier for us to focus on the negative feelings and thoughts instead of the positive, encouraging ones.  

Sometimes I doubt that I will be able to effectively discipline students and be able to keep them under control while still receiving their respect.  I doubt that the students will listen to me and want to learn what I am teaching.  I feel like I will have trouble establishing that initial relationship of authority at first, but eventually I know it will come. The moment I step into a class I need to present myself in such a manner that demands respect.  When this happens (and I know that it will) I feel like there will be a shift in the students attitudes from ‘I have to respect her’ to ‘I want to respect her and learn’, and their attitudes and behavior should reflect this change.  

