
A

Wish

Granted

Every

40

Minutes

Current 
Sponsors

    The Make-A-Wish Foundation 
exists because of generous donors 
and sponsors. These sponsors 
help make it possible for a child’s 
wish to come true. The Make-A-
Wish Foundation has over 25,000 
volunteers. Some of our biggest 
are Disney and Macy’s each giv-
ing $5 million annually, followed 
by Delta, Avis, and United Health 
Group with giving at $1.5 million          
annually.

184,839
 Wishes 
Granted

Our 
Organization

    The Make-A-Wish Foundation, 
founded in 1980, is the nation’s 
largest wish-granting organiza-
tion. The Make-A-Wish Founda-
tion has given hope, strength and 
joy to children with life-threat-
ening medical conditions. David               
Williams, president and Chief 
Executive Officer of our organiza-
tion, says:  “A wish granted has 
a deep, life-affirming impact on 
the wish child and family, creat-
ing the hope, strength and joy so 
greatly needed. What makes each 
wish even more remarkable is the 
power to enrich so many others’ 
lives – from friends, volunteers 
and donors to sponsors and even 
entire communities. The Make-A- 
Wish Foundation grants a child’s 
wish in the United States every 40 
minutes!

Make-A-Wish 
Foundation®
Of America

Monday - Friday, 7 a.m. - 4 p.m. 
Toll-free:  (800) 722-WISH (9474)
Fax:  (602) 279-0855

Volunteer
    Volunteering is a great way to 
help. We invite you to share the 
power of a wish by either giving 
a few hours each month or a few 
days a year. The foundation offers 
a volunteer position for every time 
and talent. These different ways of 
volunteering can be done by going 
to www.wish.org/volunteer. 

More Information

Become a committee member.

Event/Fund-raising planner & 
Assistance.

Language Interpreter.

Volunteer for office help.

Professional Services & public 
speaking.

Become a wish granter.



Our 
Mission

    The Make-A-Wish Founda-
tion has deepened the lives of              
children with life-threatening  
medical conditions through its  
wish- granting program. The 
Foundation’s mission changes the 
lives of everyday children, fam-
ily, donors, friends, the commu-
nities. From the early stages of 
the foundation, the  Make-A-Wish 
Foundation has granted to more 
than 174,000 children around the 
world. Seventy-six percent of the 
revenue goes  directly to program 
services. This percentage goes 
beyond the    standards held by 
organizations that monitor work 
of charities. Our most recent child 
who had her dreams come true 
is a eight-year-old child named    
Victoria. Victoria’s  wish to have 
her own CD recording session.                  

Granting 
Wishes

    There are four easy steps in 
making a wish come true. Each 
steps builds on the next to help 
create the best experience for the 
child and family. 

STEP 1: Referral 
Anyone can refer a child who is 
between the age of 2 ½ and 18 
at the time of referral who has 
not received another wish from       
another wish organization.

Step 2: Eligibility  
To receive a wish the child must 
be diagnosed with a life-threaten-
ing medical condition. A conver-
sation with the child’s physician 
about the treatment of the child’s 
diagnoses is necessary.

Step 3: Finding the true 
wish.
 The Make-A-Wish team is sent out 
to learn about the child’s one true 
wish. Our wish team connects with 
the child and helps explore their 
passion on what they are really 
interested in doing.

Step 4: Creating Joy
The wish team creates an          
incredible, unforgettable experi-
ence for the child and family and         
community as well.

Ways To 
Donate

    Donating can be done in so 
many different ways to help a 
child in need. Every 40 minutes 
a wish is granted for a child with 
a life-threatening illness. You 
could be the one to help them 
make their dreams come true. 
Donate non-cash gifts such as 
hot tubs, shopping sprees, airline 
miles, building supplies, computer  
equipment, or urgent needs.

1. Donate online.
2. Donate through a company’s 

match a gift program.
3. Donate to honor a loved one 

through the internet.
4. Join the monthly giving   

program.
5. Become a sponsor.
6. Do a fund raiser.
7. Shop to help at the       

Make-A-Wish store.
    
    All of these options can be done 
either by going to www.wish.org/
donate or send your donations to 

Make-A-Wish Foundation of    
America

Gift Processing Center 
P.O. Box 29119 

Phoenix, Arizona 85038-9119

Why 
Donate

    A wish is granted every 40  
minutes in the United States. 
Donate in honor of a loved one, 
become a monthly giver or be a 
onetime  giver. Every donation is 
greatly appreciated. Children are 
diagnosed with life-threatening   
illnesses everyday across the 
United States.

The average total life-time cost 
for a child born with Spin Bifida 
is around 532,000 to 1 million per 
child.

Spin bifida occurs in seven of every 
10,000 live births in the U.S.

1 per 31,000 Asian American new-
borns suffer from cystic fibrosis in 
the U.S.
Cystic Fibrosis occurs in 2,500 
babies annually in the U.S.

1 in 278 children have Cerebral 
Palsy

About 10,000 babies per year in the 
U.S. will develop Cerebral Palsy.

An estimated 800,000 people have 
Cerebral Palsy in the U.S.

1 percent of the population of  
children in the U.S. ages 3-17 have 
an autism spectrum disorder

“I wish to have 
my own CD     
recording  
session,”       
Victoria, age 8.


