
Your Signature Themes

Many years of research conducted by The Gallup Organization suggest that the most effective people are
those who understand their strengths and behaviors. These people are best able to develop strategies to meet
and exceed the demands of their daily lives, their careers, and their families.

A review of the knowledge and skills you have acquired can provide a basic sense of your abilities, but an
awareness and understanding of your natural talents will provide true insight into the core reasons behind your
consistent successes.

Your Signature Themes report presents your five most dominant themes of talent, in the rank order revealed
by your responses to StrengthsFinder. Of the 34 themes measured, these are your "top five."

Your Signature Themes are very important in maximizing the talents that lead to your successes. By focusing
on your Signature Themes, separately and in combination, you can identify your talents, build them into
strengths, and enjoy personal and career success through consistent, near-perfect performance.
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Developer

You see the potential in others. Very often, in fact, potential is all you see. In your view no individual is fully
formed. On the contrary, each individual is a work in progress, alive with possibilities. And you are drawn
toward people for this very reason. When you interact with others, your goal is to help them experience
success. You look for ways to challenge them. You devise interesting experiences that can stretch them and
help them grow. And all the while you are on the lookout for the signs of growth—a new behavior learned or
modified, a slight improvement in a skill, a glimpse of excellence or of “flow” where previously there were only
halting steps. For you these small increments—invisible to some—are clear signs of potential being realized.
These signs of growth in others are your fuel. They bring you strength and satisfaction. Over time many will
seek you out for help and encouragement because on some level they know that your helpfulness is both
genuine and fulfilling to you.

Connectedness

Things happen for a reason. You are sure of it. You are sure of it because in your soul you know that we are
all connected. Yes, we are individuals, responsible for our own judgments and in possession of our own free
will, but nonetheless we are part of something larger. Some may call it the collective unconscious. Others may
label it spirit or life force. But whatever your word of choice, you gain confidence from knowing that we are not
isolated from one another or from the earth and the life on it. This feeling of Connectedness implies certain
responsibilities. If we are all part of a larger picture, then we must not harm others because we will be harming
ourselves. We must not exploit because we will be exploiting ourselves. Your awareness of these
responsibilities creates your value system. You are considerate, caring, and accepting. Certain of the unity of
humankind, you are a bridge builder for people of different cultures. Sensitive to the invisible hand, you can
give others comfort that there is a purpose beyond our humdrum lives. The exact articles of your faith will
depend on your upbringing and your culture, but your faith is strong. It sustains you and your close friends in
the face of life’s mysteries.

Empathy

You can sense the emotions of those around you. You can feel what they are feeling as though their feelings
are your own. Intuitively, you are able to see the world through their eyes and share their perspective. You do
not necessarily agree with each person’s perspective. You do not necessarily feel pity for each person’s
predicament—this would be sympathy, not Empathy. You do not necessarily condone the choices each
person makes, but you do understand. This instinctive ability to understand is powerful. You hear the unvoiced
questions. You anticipate the need. Where others grapple for words, you seem to find the right words and the
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right tone. You help people find the right phrases to express their feelings—to themselves as well as to others.
You help them give voice to their emotional life. For all these reasons other people are drawn to you.

Ideation

You are fascinated by ideas. What is an idea? An idea is a concept, the best explanation of the most events.
You are delighted when you discover beneath the complex surface an elegantly simple concept to explain why
things are the way they are. An idea is a connection. Yours is the kind of mind that is always looking for
connections, and so you are intrigued when seemingly disparate phenomena can be linked by an obscure
connection. An idea is a new perspective on familiar challenges. You revel in taking the world we all know and
turning it around so we can view it from a strange but strangely enlightening angle. You love all these ideas
because they are profound, because they are novel, because they are clarifying, because they are contrary,
because they are bizarre. For all these reasons you derive a jolt of energy whenever a new idea occurs to you.
Others may label you creative or original or conceptual or even smart. Perhaps you are all of these. Who can
be sure? What you are sure of is that ideas are thrilling. And on most days this is enough.

Intellection

You like to think. You like mental activity. You like exercising the “muscles” of your brain, stretching them in
multiple directions. This need for mental activity may be focused; for example, you may be trying to solve a
problem or develop an idea or understand another person’s feelings. The exact focus will depend on your
other strengths. On the other hand, this mental activity may very well lack focus. The theme of Intellection
does not dictate what you are thinking about; it simply describes that you like to think. You are the kind of
person who enjoys your time alone because it is your time for musing and reflection. You are introspective. In
a sense you are your own best companion, as you pose yourself questions and try out answers on yourself to
see how they sound. This introspection may lead you to a slight sense of discontent as you compare what you
are actually doing with all the thoughts and ideas that your mind conceives. Or this introspection may tend
toward more pragmatic matters such as the events of the day or a conversation that you plan to have later.
Wherever it leads you, this mental hum is one of the constants of your life.
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