
Kaitlin Dilworth 
Cameron Park Centennial Celebration 
 
 
2010, Waco celebrates the 100th anniversary of opening Cameron Park, one of the largest 
and diverse city parks in Texas. The Cameron Park Centennial Committee has set up 
concerts, art shows and festivals to take place in Cameron Park over the next few months.  
 
Cameron Park has remained a staple of Waco’s history and culture over the past 100 
years. In 1910, the Cameron family donated 125 acres of land near the Brazos and 
Bosque River to the city of Waco as a memorial park in memory of William Cameron. A 
few years later, the Cameron family gave the city more land to bring the Park’s size to its 
current 416 acres.  
 
100 years later, people are still out enjoying the scenic forest paths, white limestone 
bluffs, open grass fields and breathtaking views of Cameron Park. For all the good times 
and great memories Cameron Park has inspired though the years, the city of Waco is 
throwing a centennial celebration in the park with events beginning the last week of 
October.  
 
The festival kicks off with the event “Jazz in the Park,” at Redwood Shelter on October 
31st at 1 p.m. The concert will include three bands, TC Fusion, AJ Moore Steel Drum 
Band and the Temple Jazz Orchestra. The Annual fall festival hosted by the Cameron 
Park Zoo then fallows jazz in the Park at 6 p.m.  
 
“I’m definitely excited to check out all the live music, there are some great artists coming 
out for the event(((specific band info))) 
 
Cultural Arts of Waco invited sculpture artist Patrick Dougherty from North Carolina to 
create a natural sculpture for the Cameron Park Centennial. Dougherty’s art is a 
combination of carpentry and natural beauty. He is especially known for his massive park 
instillations made of sticks and tree trunks.  Dougherty’s instillation for Cameron Park is 
entitled “Stickworks.” The sculptural development is underway Oct. 3-22 in Cameron 
Park on University Parks Drive Waco, TX.  
 
Patrick Dougherty gave a lecture “Primitive Ways in an Accelerated World” on Oct. 5 at 
the McLennan Community College Conference Center. Dougherty is scheduled to give 
the lecture again Tuesday Oct. 19 at 6 p.m. at the Baylor University Fine Arts Center.  
 
Then November 7th the celebration moves over to the Cameron Park Zoo for an 
afternoon of “Zoo Tunes,” music with Waco Symphony Orchestra and Waco Youth 
Symphony Orchestra. Concert begins at 1 p.m.  
 
Runners get ready to take your mark on November 13th for the “Great Zoo Stampede & 
Wildlife Wonderland,” an all day annual 5k and 10 k run in the surrounding area of 
Cameron Park.  



 
“There was a great turn out for the run last year, and with this great I’m sure people are 
going to show up this year.” Baylor senior Chris Roybal said. 
 
The celebration concludes in December with the “Festival of Lights.” The Park is open 
all night long for spectators to drive through and see a twinkling winter spectacular.  
 
Volunteers are needed at each event so contact the Cameral Park Centennial Committee 
at 254-750-5980. Or come by the Parks & Recreation offices in the Community Services 
Building at 201 W. Waco Drive or at the Waco Tourist Information Center at 106 Texas 
Ranger Trail. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  


