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April 8, 2011 

Letter of recommendation for Eric R. Rowe 
 

To Whom It May Concern: 
 
I am pleased to write on behalf of Eric Rowe, who has taken two philosophy courses from me.  One was 
an introductory (but not easy) course in formal logic in the fall of 2009 (PHIL 15000), and the other was 
an upper-level course in the philosophy of language last semester (PHIL 46500).  The first course had 
thirty students in it and grades were based on exams.  The second course had just seventeen students and 
they wrote papers and a take-home final along with an in-class midterm exam, so I got to know Eric even 
better in that one.  Hence I am in a good position to evaluate his performance and abilities. 
 Eric earned a B+ in the first course and a B in the second.  My grading is relatively strict; the 
percentages of students receiving A’s in these courses were 20% and 23% respectively, and Eric was in 
the top 25% of both of them.  The logic course requires students to do such things as translate English 
arguments into symbolic notation and then use the tools of deductive logic to determine whether their 
conclusions follow from their premises.   It is a skills course rather like courses in math or especially 
geometry, where one starts with some claims and then uses formal rules for deriving others, and 
eventually the conclusion of the argument.  Representing arguments initially stated in a natural language 
in a formal language is also a skill, but of a different sort.   
 That the logic course is not easy is reflected in the fact that students often say the course is 
surprisingly difficult for a 100-level one.  They’re right.  It takes hard work as well as native talent to be 
in the top quarter of that class.  This holds even more for the philosophy of language course, which 
involves some quite complicated and sometimes technical theories and arguments for and against them.   
Eric did a good job of mastering this material and offering interesting ideas about it.  
 From conversations with him and some of the papers he wrote for the philosophy of language 
course, I would say that his abilities are perhaps greater than these grades suggest.  I particularly recall his 
second paper, which was the only one that earned an A: it was an A-, but no other student did that well on 
that paper.  I would put him in the top 20-25% of the many undergraduates I have taught since coming to 
Purdue in 1977.  You will also find him to be a very pleasant, personable, and engaging young man.  
While I don’t know him especially well personally, I have talked with him often enough to be confident 
in predicting that he will get along well in any work situation as well as do his best in it, and I recommend 
him warmly to you.   If you have any questions do not hesitate to contact me.   
 
 
Sincerely, 
 

 
Rod Bertolet 
Professor of Philosophy 

 
 


