Jessica Walters
1590 E. Old Hwy 40 Apt. E

Hays, Ks 67601






       Word Count: 617 

(620) 353-8982





          © 2011 Jessica Walters

jmwalters5@scatcat.fhsu.edu

Nowhere Boy directed by Sam Taylor Wood is a gripping story telling of the teenage years that molded John Lennon and his dreams of being a rock n’ roll legend and the early creation of a renowned rock n’ roll band named The Beatles. Nowhere Boy was released in theaters throughout Europe in late 2010 but was released to DVD in the U.S. on Jan. 25, 2010.


The film opens with a dream sequence of foreshadowing for the young John Lennon, played by Aaron Johnson as a lout, cheeky and emotionally twisted young man. The roar of screaming fans fills the air as Lennon runs, with an electrified look in his eye, along an empty sidewalk aligned by a set of large columns.


 Lennon was raised in Liverpool by his dear aunt Mimi, played by Kristin Scott Thomas, with a prim and proper poise that I interpret as stern love. Lennon was known for being a bit of a hell-raiser, riding the tops of buses, suspension from school, among other rebellious acts. The movie included a quick dialogue between Lennon and the schoolmaster. The schoolmaster tells Lennon, “You’ll be lucky to find a job on the docks because you’re going nowhere.” To which Lennon replies “ Is ‘nowhere’ full of geniuses, sir? Because then I probably do belong nowhere.” 

After the death of his uncle George, Lennon is reunited with his long absent and uninhibited mother, Julia, played by Anne-Marie Duff, who portrays Julia more as a flirtatious friend rather than a mother.  It was Julia who initially taught Lennon how to play the banjo, among other instruments, and actually introduced Lennon to rock n’ roll sparking a passion that from then on never burned out.


From there Lennon formed the band The Quarry Men and then met two out of the other three future members of The Beatles, Paul McCartney, played by Thomas Brodie-Sangster, with a quiet charm and offer of a mentoring friendship, and George Harrison played by Sam Bell, who made a quiet entrance. I was disappointed in the fact that George Harrison was such a small part in this movie. He entered the film towards the end and I would have really enjoyed seeing more dialogue and interaction between George and Lennon.


The director Sam Taylor Wood is fairly new to the directing game and has an ingenious way of making an ordinary film into something unique and engrossing. There is a particular scene that has stuck with me personally. Lennon is at his mother’s house after having been suspended from school and she begins to teach him how to play banjo. You see Lennon sitting on a chair struggling with the different chords. Soon time begins to speed up, children jumping on the couch, people rushing around the house and as time passes Lennon masters the banjo. 


This movie is about the younger years of John Lennon but is also very musically immersed. Several different rock n’ roll artists from the 1950s, including Elvis, Buddy Holly, and Screamin’ Jay Hawkins’ music plays throughout the movie. The choice of these musical artists sets the environment of the story and really takes the viewer back to this era.  


Nowhere Boy is has a MPAA rating of R, for language and scenes of sexuality, and is targeted for a mature audience. After considering the exceptional acting, unique directing, appropriate music and intriguing storyline of this film I have chosen to give this movie 4 out of 5 stars.  I recommend this movie to any fan of John Lennon or The Beatles. It will make you laugh, bring tears to your eyes and satisfy any curiosity you may have of the making of a legend.

