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Understanding the threats in social networking is extremely important. 

 The April 19 Six O’ Clock Series gave the audience a look at how vital it is to be careful 

with what one puts on the internet.  Brian King, a computer scientist for the FBI and Greg Porter 

founder of Allegheny digital showed tips and examples of ways to enjoy social networking sites 

like Facebook and Twitter and stay safe doing so. 

 About 99 percent of people ages 18-24 have at least one social network profile according 

to Porter. 

 “Understand the vulnerabilities you face,” said King.  “There are people out there that 

want to steal your identity and money, and it is very easy to do so.” 

 The threats one faces today aren’t the same threats one faced a few years ago said King.  

Firewalls and antivirus software used to be sufficient but in today’s world it takes more 

responsibility from the social network user. 

 King talked about the risks with Facebook friend requests.  He said how careful one must 

be when they accept strangers.  Someone could gain privileged knowledge from Facebook 

statuses.  Even the most harmless personal info on ones page could give someone enough 

sufficient info to begin stealing ones identity.  



  Facebook groups are also a risk because once there is a large group of people with the 

same interest they will be an easy target for constant spam mail. 

 “Once your information gets on the internet, there is no taking them back,” said King. 

 King suggested blurring out important information in pictures like street signs so 

someone just can’t type the address in on Google maps and find out where one lives. 

 “I already knew it was not that difficult to get your identity stolen online, but I didn’t 

realize it was this easy,” said sophomore computer science major Shane Serafin. 

 Employers also look at Facebook a lot when hiring.  Inappropriate Tagged photos and 

statuses could prevent one from getting a job. 

 “If you wouldn’t want your employer to see it, don’t put it online” said King. 

 Wireless networks can also lead to security problems.  Porter showed examples of how 

easy it is to hack into someone’s computer.  He suggested not using the default network names 

for routers and to change configuration passwords routinely.   

 “There is no patch for ignorance,” said Porter.  “Build hurdles for the people trying to 

hack into your information.” 

 

  

 


