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Syracuse orphan finds his long-lost family
El Salvadoran native
reunited with relatives who
had been looking for the
boy they lost in civil war.

By Julia Terruso
Contributing writer

Christopher Roulin spent 20
years searching for his biologi-
cal relatives. It took him nearly
half a lifetime, two visits to El
Salvador and the resolve to re-
live an erratic and painful past.
Two months ago, some closure
came for Roulin, 38, who
moved to Syracuse after being
orphaned in El Salvador’s civil
war in 1980.

‘‘I think about my family
every day and hope they are
well,’’ Roulin said after meet-
ing his biological grandmoth-
er, aunts, uncles and cousins in
El Salvador. ‘‘I finally have
closure to questions that have
been in the back of my mind
for many years.’’

Roulin grew up in Syracuse
and now lives in Denver with
his 7-year-old son, Jonah. His
adoptive mother, Tina Castle,
still lives in Syracuse in the
house where she raised him.

In 1979, Roulin was living
in Tenancingo with his parents
and three siblings as the con-
flict between El Salvador’s
military-led government and a
coalition of left-wing militias
ravaged small towns. He still
remembers the day when, at
age 7, he walked outside and
found his father dead on the
side of a dirt road; he’d been
attacked by national guards
and left to die.

‘‘When we went back, it
was weird because I remem-
bered exactly where we lived,
and I found the spot where I’d
found my dad,’’ Roulin said.
‘‘So much time had gone by,
and I still remembered the
exact spot.’’

Family members fled the
unrest and his mother died in

1980 of natural causes (which
Roulin called grief), orphaning
him and his three younger sib-
lings.

Castle lived in Syracuse, as
a recently divorced single
mother who wanted a bigger
family. She decided to adopt
7-year-old Roulin, then called
Porfidio Lopez.

Roulin remembers vomiting
the entire plane ride to the
United States. He was trauma-
tized and used to living in a
war zone so he refused to eat
for the first three days he was
here, worried Castle was try-
ing to poison him.

‘‘It was a little bit of a
shock at first. I didn’t know
who she was. I didn’t know
what kind of intentions she
had,’’ Roulin said.

At first Roulin didn’t speak
very much. He took classes in
English as a second language
at school but never practiced at

home, Castle said. And then
one day he just started speak-
ing English and never spoke a
word of Spanish again.

Roulin tried to re-learn the
language later in life and
couldn’t. A doctor told him it

was a symptom of his trauma.

‘‘There was so much pain
behind it. Part of the reason I
don’t speak Spanish is because
I don’t want to remember it,’’
he said. ‘‘There are so many
walls up that I blocked it all

out. I believe I blocked every-
body else out too.’’

With the exception of the
language block, Castle said
Roulin showed few signs of a
traumatized youth. He did well
in school, played soccer (one
of his few happy memories
from El Salvador) and became
treasurer of his class. When
Roulin turned 18, Castle sug-
gested a trip to El Salvador to
try and track down members
of his biological family.

The two joined a church
group to make the trip in 1993,
just as the civil war was end-
ing. Castle hired a private at-
torney to find Roulin’s family.
He couldn’t track them down,
but he discovered something
disconcerting: Roulin’s adop-
tion had been forged. Many
children taken in by the or-
phanage matrons had actually
been kidnapped.

‘‘I was scared to death,’’
Castle said. ‘‘He always said
his father was shot and his
mother died, but he was just a
little boy so I didn’t know for
sure. There were thousands of
children kidnapped during the
war. I didn’t know if he was
one of them.’’

Attorneys confirmed
through death certificates that
both of Roulin’s parents had
died but couldn’t locate any
living relatives.

‘‘I think we both left that
trip pretty disappointed,’’
Castle said.

Then, in 2010, Castle re-
ceived an email from a college
student at the University of
California, Berkeley, working
with Pro-Busqueda, an organi-
zation aimed at reuniting fami-
lies separated during the war.
Roulin’s grandmother had con-
tacted the agency looking for
her grandson. The agency
made the connection both par-
ties had long been waiting for.

Twenty years after that first
trip, it was time to book a
flight back to El Salvador.

Roulin met his 85-year-old
grandmother, aunt and cousins
in Cuscatlan, where most of
the family moved during the
war. Family members were
packed into a small shack,
which had no running water or
electricity, but an abundance
of home-cooked food and
friendly chatter.

Most family members wept,
but laughter also rang out as
they swapped anecdotes about
Roulin’s mischievous habits as
a boy, Castle said.

Olivia Holdsworth, 22,
works with Pro-Busqueda as a
translator and attended Rou-
lin’s reunification. The organi-
zation has existed for 16 years.

Holdsworth said 881 people
have registered missing-per-
sons cases with Pro-Busqueda
and 363 have been resolved,
including 52 in the United
States. ‘‘Resolved’’ doesn’t
necessarily mean a reunifica-
tion, Holdsworth said. It could
mean the missing person is
confirmed dead or sometimes
the person is located but shies
away from meeting long-lost
relatives.

‘‘For me it was just a matter
of, I needed to know who these
people are,’’ Roulin said. ‘‘At
first I didn’t know how to feel
about it. But there’s a lot of
gratification, a lot of closure in
knowing that you do have a
family and that they’re doing
fine is the number one thing,
that they’re well.’’

‘‘There was so
much pain
behind it. Part of
the reason I don’t
speak Spanish is
because I don’t
want to
remember it.’’

— Christopher Roulin
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CHRISTOPHER ROULIN’S cousins, aunts, uncles and grandmother attended the reunification
in Cuscatlan, about 25 miles from San Salvador, the capital of El Salvador. Roulin (fourth
from left) was adopted from an orphanage when he was 7 and moved to Syracuse.
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CHRISTOPHER ROULIN was reunited with his grandmother,
Felicita de Paz, Jan. 14. Roulin had been looking for his bio-
logical family, from whom he became separated at 18 dur-
ing El Salvador’s civil war. The organization Pro-Busqueda
(which means in search of) made the visit possible.
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We promise you’ll love the way your new floor looks or
we’ll replace it FREE *

That’s...

FIVE DIAMOND★★★★★INSTALLATION EXCELLENCE
WE ARE THE ONLY FLOORING COMPANY IN CNY TO QUALIFY FOR THIS PRESTIGIOUS

HONOR! THIS ASSURES YOU OF THE VERY BEST IN QUALITY AND SERVICE

WE GUARANTEE THE

LOWEST PRICE
on any flooring material.*

OVER 1,000 STORE BUYING POWER

SAVES YOU MORE
EVERYDAY!

WE ARE CENTRAL NEW YORK’S
COMPLETE SOURCE FOR

QUALITY FLOORING SINCE 1962

COMMERCIAL • RESIDENTIAL • BUILDER

AUBURN 255-2736
AUBURN PLAZA
MON - FRI 9:30-8:00
SAT 10-5 • SUN 12-5

DEWITT 446-9100
3195 ERIE BLVD. EAST
MON - FRI 9-9
SAT 10-5 • SUN 12-5

CICERO 699-2444
8319 BREWERTON RD
MON - FRI 10-8 • SAT 10-5

LIVERPOOL 652-9070
BAYBERRY PLAZA • RT 57
MON - FRI 10-8
SAT 10-5 • SUN 12-5
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• 25 year texture warranty
• 25 year unlimited stain warranty
• Lifetime installation on warranty

• 50 year wear warranty
• 50 year finish warranty
• 50 year manufacturing
defects warranty

• 25 year wear warranty
• 25 year rip, tear, gouge warranty
• 25 year fade, stain, discolor
warranty

• Prices based on stock colors • Line prices exclude base, prep, subfloors if needed, threshold, plumbing unless stated otherwise *Pictures for illustration only.
*With approved application. Monthly payments required. *See store for details.

CARPET

PRICE BUSTERS

HARDWOOD FIBERGLASS
BACK FLOORING

INSTALLED

$399
VINYL LAMINATE CARPET CERAMIC
REG. $1.49 REG. $1.49 REG. $1.99 REG. $1.9999¢ 99¢ 99¢ 99¢

12’x9’ rm.

REG. $799

SALE $328
REG. $5.99

SALE
SF

$399
REG. $5.99

SALE
SF

The BEST carpet made!
Super soft! Incredible
styles & colors.

The BEST hardwood made!
Tremendous selection of colors &
styles. The most durable finish
in the industry

Earthscapes Titanium
This is the king of all fiberglass
back floors. The thickest, heaviest,
most durable of all!

THE MOST
DURABLE FINISH
IN THE INDUSTRY

GORGEOUS PATTERNS
& COLORS TO

CHOOSE FROM

Armstrong vinyl flooring guaranteed
not to rip, tear or gouge

3 super colors to
choose from

6 colors to choose from.
Nice plush carpet. Will not fuzz.

3 easy neutral colors to choose from.
Rated for heavy duty use.

SAVE
up to 50%

ONE YEAR
TO PAY INTEREST
FREE!*

SF SF SF SF

On Super Performance Flooring!

President
attends
NY event
with Sharpton
By Verena Dobnik
The Associated Press

New York — The Rev. Al
Sharpton marked the 20th an-
niversary of his Harlem-based
organization by teaming with
President Barack Obama and
top White House officials to
tackle issues troubling black
Americans — from youth vio-
lence and school dropout rates
to foreclosures.

The president appeared
Wednesday evening at the an-
nual conference of the black
pastor’s National Action Net-
work. He spoke about closing
gaps in education and employ-
ment rates between different
groups.

The first session at Manhat-
tan’s Sheraton New York
Hotel & Towers offered a
powerhouse lineup, starting
with David Axelrod, the chief
strategist for Obama’s re-elec-
tion campaign, followed by
U.S. Attorney General Eric
Holder, Secretary of Education
Arne Duncan and Housing and
Urban Development Secretary
Shaun Donovan.

Clearly, Obama, the na-
tion’s first black president, is
looking to the powerful pastor
to help shore up black votes.
But Sharpton noted that Axel-
rod ‘‘is not a political opera-
tive’’ before introducing the
White House policy-makers.

Holder addressed one of the
biggest challenges on Sharp-
ton’s urban streets: how to
stop gun-fueled violence.

00
00

27
73

71
-0

1

Windows
$189

White Double Hung
*ANY SIZE INSTALLED!

295-8888
954 Spencer Street

www.upstatenyww.com
(Between Bear St. & Hiawatha Blvd.)

FREE IN-HOME ESTIMATE


