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El Salvadoran native
reunited with relatives who
had been looking for the
boy they lost in civil war.
By Julia Terruso

Contributing writer

Christopher Roulin spent 20
years searching for his biologi-

cal relatives. It took him nearly |

half a lifetime, two visits to El
Salvador and the resolve to re-
live an erratic and painful past.
Two months ago, some closure
came for Roulin, 38, who
moved to Syracuse after being
orphaned in El Salvador’s civil
war in 1980.

“‘I think about my family
every day and hope they are
well,”” Roulin said after meet-
ing his biological grandmoth-
er, aunts, uncles and cousins in
El Salvador. “‘I finally have
closure to questions that have
been in the back of my mind
for many years.”’
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Syracuse orphan finds his long-lost family
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CHRISTOPHER ROULIN'’S cousins, aunts, uncles and grandmother attended the reunification
in Cuscatlan, about 25 miles from San Salvador, the capital of El Salvador. Roulin (fourth
from left) was adopted from an orphanage when he was 7 and moved to Syracuse.

“There was so
much pain
behind it. Part of
the reason I don’t
speak Spanish is
because I don’t
want to
remember it.”

— Christopher Roulin

out. I believe I blocked every-
body else out too.”

With the exception of the
language block, Castle said
Roulin showed few signs of a
traumatized youth. He did well
in school, played soccer (one
of his few happy memories
from El Salvador) and became
treasurer of his class. When
Roulin turned 18, Castle sug-
gested a trip to El Salvador to
try and track down members
of his biological family.

The two joined a church

Then, in 2010, Castle re-
ceived an email from a college
student at the University of
California, Berkeley, working
with Pro-Busqueda, an organi-
zation aimed at reuniting fami-
lies separated during the war.
Roulin’s grandmother had con-
tacted the agency looking for
her grandson. The agency
made the connection both par-
ties had long been waiting for.

Twenty years after that first
trip, it was time to book a
flight back to El Salvador.

Roulin met his 85-year-old
grandmother, aunt and cousins
in Cuscatlan, where most of
the family moved during the
war. Family members were
packed into a small shack,
which had no running water or
electricity, but an abundance
of home-cooked food and
friendly chatter.

Most family members wept,
but laughter also rang out as
they swapped anecdotes about
Roulin’s mischievous habits as

Roulin grew up in Syracuse
and now lives in Denver with
his 7-year-old son, Jonah. His
adoptive mother, Tina Castle,
still lives in Syracuse in the
house where she raised him. Castle lived in Syracuse, as
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sure. There were thousands of
children kidnapped during the
war. I didn’t know if he was
““It was a little bit of a
shock at first. I didn’t know
who she was. I didn’t know
what kind of intentions she

home, Castle said. And then was a symptom of his trauma.
one day he just started speak-
ing English and never spoke a
word of Spanish again.




