
OBITUARIES
Betty J. Evans
February 11, 2011

Betty J. Evans, of East
Syracuse, passed away Feb-
ruary 11 at Crouse Hospital
after a brief illness. She was
83, and born in Great Barring-
ton, MA, to William T. and
Fannie J. Place, the last of
three daughters. She married
Carl H. Evans in 1950; he pre-
deceased her in 2003.

Betty is survived by a sis-
ter, Lucy A. Jaelkel of Fre-
mont, CA; and her children,
Carla A. Honigs (Michael) of
Spokane, WA, Diane L. (Jerry)
Thomas of Syracuse, NY, Jay
N. (Theresa) Evans of Syra-
cuse, NY, and Evan W. (Jea-
nie) Evans of Belleville, IL.
She is also survived by a
granddaughter, Jennifer (Tho-
mas) Hill of Spokane, WA,
and two great-grandchildren,
Kevin and Karissa Hill of Spo-
kane, WA.

Funeral services will be
private.

Contributions may be
made to the American Heart
Association or Crouse Hospi-
tal, where she received excel-
lent care. Services entrusted
to A. Dewitt Memorial Funeral
Home & Cremation Services.
JAN MALOFF, Funeral Direc-
tor. For more information, vis-
it www.dewittmemorial.com

Ann E. O’Neill
February 7, 2011

Ann E. O’Neill, 84, passed
away Monday, February 7 in
Dallas, TX. A native of Scot-
land, she was a resident of E.

Syracuse for 57
years before
moving to Dal-
las five years
ago. She re-
tired from the
Marriott Hotel
as the Director

of Services, a position she
held for many years. She was
predeceased by her husband
William O’Neill in 1990 and
her son, David DeRocha in
2007.

She is survived by two
grandchildren, Kristen
DeRocha and David
DeRocha, both of Dallas; two
great-grandchildren, Zoie and
Quinn Powers of Dallas.

Funeral services will be
Tuesday at 11 a.m. in the
MATHEWSON-FORANI Fu-
neral Home, Inc., 206 Kinne
St., E. Syracuse with Rev Ter-
ry Millbyer, officiating. Burial
in Onondaga Valley Ceme-
tery. Calling hours will be
Monday from 4 to 7 p.m. at
the funeral home.

Glenda J. Mattonen
February 6, 2011

Glenda J. Mattonen, of
Cicero, died Sunday. Surviv-
ing: her mother, Cecil R. Mat-
tonen of Fulton; several cous-
ins. Graveside service will
be held in the spring at Ver-
million Cemetery, Johnson
Rd., New Haven. Contribu-
tions: American Cancer Soci-
ety, 6725 Lyons St., PO Box
7, East Syracuse, NY 13057.
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Fundraiser for homeless
raises money, awarenessA Little Saturday Music
By Julia Terruso
Contributing writer

A line of bundled-up walk-
ers sloshed through snowy
sidewalks Saturday on a mile-
long walk to raise money and
awareness for the homeless in
Syracuse.

The ‘‘Walk a Mile in My
Shoes’’ event was organized
by the Syracuse Rescue Mis-
sion, which serves about 9,000
people in the city every year.

‘‘Sometimes we don’t un-
derstand people until we go for
a walk in their shoes,’’ said
Paul LaDolce, communication
director for the Rescue Mis-
sion. ‘‘This is a brief taste of
what it’s like to be homeless in
the wintertime. It’s also a re-
minder that, no matter how
difficult it may be for us in this
economy, there are people who
have it worse.’’

This year, 175 people regis-
tered to walk from Clinton
Square to the Rescue Mission
on Gifford street and back,
holding signs and wearing T-
shirts that read, ‘‘Walking for
the Homeless.’’ Rescue Mis-
sions in Auburn and Bingham-
ton also held walks Saturday.

Walkers paid $25 each to
register for the third-annual
fundraiser. Last year’s walk,
which had a slightly smaller
turnout, brought in $22,000 for
the Rescue Mission.

They’re walking for a na-
tional problem. Each year,
more than 3 million people ex-
perience homelessness in the
United States, including 1.3
million children, according to
2010 data from the National
Law Center on Homelessness
and Poverty.

The Rescue Mission has
seen an increased demand, La-
Dolce said. In January, shelter
overnights increased by 5 per-
cent and daytime visits, which
include a meal and an opportu-
nity to talk with a counselor,
increased by 18 percent.

The number of meals the
Mission provides is also on the
rise. Currently, it serves more
than 700 meals a day.

‘‘Some even have their own
place, but in this tough econo-
my not having to scrape up
money for one more meal
helps them,’’ LaDolce said.

Mary Driscoll works at the
VA Medical Center as a social
worker with the homeless. She
often visits the Rescue Mis-
sion to look for homeless vet-
erans who might benefit from
VA aid.

She said she’ll find about 15
homeless veterans in the Res-
cue Mission on any given
visit. Nationally, 20 percent of
the homeless population is vet-
erans, according to data from
the U.S. Department of Veter-
ans.

‘‘We’re just very happy the
Mission is here and wanted to
come out to show our sup-
port,’’ Driscoll said, sipping
coffee in the cafeteria along-
side daughter Maya, 14.

Randy and Nancy Flath saw
the event mentioned on Face-
book. He works by Franklin
Square and often sees home-
less people when he goes for
walks around lunchtime.

‘‘I see guys out there push-
ing their carts every day, and I
feel for them. Some are so
modest they decline any help.
They act like it’s not a hard-
ship,’’ he said.

‘‘It makes you think twice,’’
Nancy Flath said. ‘‘You’re out
there today and you’re com-
plaining because your toes are
cold or you forgot a hat, but
that’s the reality for them.’’

Walkers toured the Rescue
Mission’s overnight shelter
rooms and employment coun-
seling center midway through
the walk. In 2009, the Mission
helped 112 people find em-
ployment.

One of LaDolce’s favorite
success stories is a man who
came to the Rescue Mission 17
years ago, unemployed, home-
less, and heavy into drugs and
alcohol. He started going to
Bible classes and looking for
jobs with the work program.

Seventeen years later, he’s a
carpenter who works for a
local firm that was hired to ex-
pand the Rescue Mission.

‘‘He’s working just down
the hall from where we helped
him 17 years ago,’’ LaDolce
said. ‘‘It’s really gratifying.’’

Young musicians don’t let budget woes drown their notes
By Julia Terruso
Contributing writer

Syracuse’s 26th annual All-City In-
strumental Music Festival started on a
somber note Saturday, as Supt. Dan
Lowengard talked budget cuts and ap-
pealed to parents in the audience to
ask legislators to redistribute funds.

Gov. Andrew Cuomo’s budget pro-
posal reduces the overall Syracuse
City School District budget by 7 per-
cent. The $332 million budget is a
four-year low, Lowengard said. Cuts
will mean the elimination of 540 posi-
tions or 15 percent of staff, he said.
That means 15 out of the 100 art and
music teachers in the district will be
cut.

‘‘I’ve never cut the arts before, but
this year’s cuts are so deep,’’ Lowen-
gard said. ‘‘Will it mean no All-City
next year? We don’t know yet, proba-
bly not. But it might mean class sizes
getting bigger, fewer lessons, delays in
buying instruments. And that’s awful
for the kids.’’

After Lowengard spoke, the 372
students from schools throughout the
district quickly brought the tempo
back up, delighting video-camera
holding, waving parents and friends in
the Henninger High School auditori-
um. The All-City festival brings to-
gether the most talented student musi-
cians from orchestras and bands across
the district.

Mary Zook celebrated her 11th
birthday on stage with her violin.
Mary, who’s been playing for two
years, was recommended for the All-
City orchestra ensemble by her teacher
William Sokolowski at Huntington El-
ementary.

‘‘I think when she heard it was on
her birthday she might have been a
little disappointed,’’ said Mary’s
mother, Kim. ‘‘But it was an honor for
her, and I was really proud of her to be
selected just two years into it.’’

An audience favorite was ‘‘Junk-
yard Jam’’ performed by the All-City
Junior High Band and composed by
Kevin Mixon, district Field Coordina-
tor for Fine Arts. Mixon dedicated the
song, which had students drumming
on trash cans and buckets, to Lowen-
gard, who is retiring after this year.
Lowengard dabbled in percussion dur-

ing one of Mixon’s classes this year,
prompting the tribute selection.

Deshawn Manuel, 14, was part of
the percussion team on ‘‘Junkyard
Jam.’’ Manuel has been playing the
drums since the third grade and says
he’s partial to rock, jazz and off-tem-
pos. He practices on his drum set at
home about six hours a week.

‘‘Every day I have band I really
want to come to school,’’ he said.
‘‘Before I thought I was the only one
who knew how to play an instrument,
but now I go to class with like 60 kids
who are all really good.’’
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CORCORAN HIGH SCHOOL student Ellie Stultz plays the timpani drums Sat-
urday during the All-City Instrumental Music Festival Saturday at Henninger
High School. She is a member of the Junior High School band, whose con-
ductor is Cherry Thun.

S U S T U D E N T S E X P L O R E A R T , A N D S C I E N C E , O F R E S H A P I N G L A V A

PHILLIP EVANS (left), of At-
lanta, a sculpture student
at Syracuse University,
helps to direct melted
black lava into a container
filled with water Saturday
during an experiment con-
ducted by the Earth Sci-
ences and Art departments
at the Comstock Art Build-
ing. Jeff Karson (right),
professor and chairman of
SU’s Earth Sciences Depart-
ment, observes. Watched
by about 100 students and
others, the departments
created new lava by using
natural gas to heat 825
pounds of old lava from
northwest Wisconsin to
about 2,100 degrees Fahr-
enheit. The lava melt was
one in a series of 20 experi-
ments over the past year to
help scientists understand
how different lava shapes
are formed, Karson said.
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Production does justice to ‘Giovanni’
By James O. Welsch
Contributing writer

Syracuse Opera Compa-
ny’s Friday night production
of Mozart’s ‘‘Don Giovan-
ni’’ used the best of both the
Prague and the Vienna ver-
sions to present a fully
staged hit.

Adept acting made it easy
for the audience to define
the distinctiveness of each
character in the large cast
and to understand his or her
contribution to plot develop-
ment. The leads, baritone
Timothy Kuhn in the title
role, and Kate Mangiameli,
in the spinto role of Donna
Elvira, set high standards to
which the rest of the cast
measured up.

With top-quality music
from the Syracuse Sympho-
ny Orchestra, ‘‘Don Giovan-
ni’’ will be remembered as a
highlight of this entertain-
ment season.

Douglas Kinney Frost
conducted from the harpsi-
chord, a practice common in
Mozart’s time, one that con-
tributed to the excellent reci-
tative work throughout, es-
pecially that between
Leporello and Giovanni.

‘‘Don Giovanni’’ is a
morality tale, told in opera
buffo style, that addresses
themes of corruption, repen-
tance and justice. Giovanni
is the prototype of an ‘‘ego-
maniac,’’ a truly profligate
nobleman. Utterly self-in-
volved, he attributes his
conquest of thousands of
women to his great generos-

ity — wanting only to share
his charms widely. When
his servant Leporello, David
Cushing, remarks that he
was almost killed because of
his boss, Giovanni replies,
in typical braggadocio,
‘‘That must have been an
honor for you.’’

The comic opera opens in
a murky courtyard made for-
bidding by low lighting and
stone scenery. Leporello
nervously awaits his master,
who is visiting Donna Anna.
When the two appear, it is in
a flurry of activity and high
energy. With so much going
on, the musical line suffered
briefly until the trio became
synchronized. After that
point, the solo and ensemble
singing was consistently
wonderful.

Of particular delight was
Donna Elvira’s aria ‘‘Ah,
Fuggi, il Traditor’’ — a mo-
ment where she attempts to
save the peasant girl, Zerli-
na, from the cavalier Gio-
vanni. Her impressive tech-
nique was matched by her
ability to create a lovely mu-
sical line. The soubrette,
Zerlina, played by Debra
Stanley, interpreted her
lengthy aria, ‘‘Batti, Batti, o
bel Masetto,’’ with delight-
ful melodic suspension. In-
telligent phrasing, expres-
sive control of dynamics and
true pitch made this a high-
light of Act. I. Principal cel-
list David LeDoux’s extend-
ed solo obligato on Zerlina’s
aria was flawless, providing
vivid color throughout.

Toward the end of the act,

Ottavio, Anna and Elvira ar-
rive at Giovanni’s estate
masked for the ball, eager to
exact revenge for the Don’s
countless offenses. In a mi-
raculously suspended mo-
ment, the sort found
throughout all genres and
scope of opera, the three ask
for spiritual guidance. Their
voices provided a graceful
and reverent complement to
the perfection of Mozart’s
music and understanding of
dramaturgy.

Fine arias begin with
Giovanni’s window canzo-
netta ‘‘Deh, vieni alla fin-
estra’’ and continue
throughout Act II. Don Otta-
vio, Rolando Sanz, gained
momentum as he moved
through his aria, eventually
reaching the agility and
lightness expected from a
tenor leggiero.

In the second act, Giovan-
ni continues to rationalize
his incivility, even as his
faithful Leporello attempts
to abandon him and others

continually caution that his
disregard for morality will
ultimately be punished. It is
Elvira who adroitly changes
the dramatic pace through
the recitativo accompagnato
and subsequent aria ‘‘In
quali Mi tradi quell’alma in-
grate,’’ where the focus
changes from frivolity to
pity and concern for the lo-
thario. Mangiameli was vi-
brant, providing dynamic
and vocal contrast with
poise and skill.

A supernatural event is
effected in order for the
moral of the tale to be real-
ized: A graveyard statue of
the Commendator, slain fa-
ther of Donna Anna,
Christopher Temporelli, be-
comes animated and appears
at the dinner to which Gio-
vanni so lightly invited him.

In the dinner scene, to the
accompaniment of a well-
balanced orchestra, includ-
ing a let-loose moment in
the brass, excellent dramatic
pacing created a moment-to-
moment excitement until the
ultimate reckoning, when
Giovanni is consumed by
flame, proving again that
‘‘As one has lived, so shall
he die.’’

Effective scenery, cos-
tumes, stage lighting and a
stage-ready opera chorus all
contributed to the success of
‘‘Don Giovanni.’’ The audi-
ence conferred heartfelt ap-
plause upon vocalists and
musicians alike; it’s too bad
many had left the pit before
they heard it.
Linda Loomis contributed to this
review.

The details
What: Mozart’s ‘‘Don
Giovanni,’’ presented by
Syracuse Opera Company.
When: 2 p.m. today.
Where: Crouse-Hinds
Theater, John H. Mulroy
Civic Center, 411
Montgomery St., Syracuse.
Friday’s attendance:
Near capacity.
Tickets: Start at $18.
Information: 476-7372 or
visit www.syracuse
opera.com.

School
officials
oppose
plan for
tax cap
SCHOOL, FROM PAGE B-1
school officials argued against
Cuomo’s plan for a 2 percent
property-tax cap, saying it also
would disproportionately hurt
low-wealth districts.

DeFrancisco and Valesky
both voted for the cap, which
passed the Senate but has yet
to be taken up by the Assem-
bly. They noted that local vot-
ers could override the cap with
a 60 percent vote.

Assemblyman Bill Magna-
relli, D-Syracuse, said he sup-
ports extending the income tax
surcharge on the wealthy and
using the revenue to help
schools.

The discussions at C.W.
Baker High School in Bald-
winsville drew seven state leg-
islators and representatives of
two others. Besides DeFrancis-
co, Magnarelli and Valesky,
attendees included Assembly
members Will Barclay, R-Pu-
laski; Donald Miller, R-Clay;
Bob Oaks, R-Macedon; and
Claudia Tenney, R-Utica. Staff
members stood in for Assem-
bly members Sam Roberts, D-
Syracuse, and Patty Ritchie, R-
Oswegatchie.
Contact Paul Riede at
priede@syracuse.com or 470-3260.

To view a gallery of photos from the lava experiment, go to
www.syracuse.com/photos


