Help Needed for Raleigh Animal Rescue


On September 5th, 2010, an emaciated youngster was discovered on the side of the road at Kerr Lake.  Abandoned and starved, with a grate of sharp ribs protruding from his skeletal stomach, the male, dubbed Henderson by his rescuer, caught the eye of a passing weekender, who immediately pulled over to inspect the situation.  Dr. Covington, who spotted him, has spent her career caring for the wounded and the sickly, but this was a grimmer sight than most.  She returned to her lake house with the young male in tow, and offered him food and water till his hollow stomach was content. 


Those without pets might scoff, but a dog owner knows that a puppy is like a child, and deserves to be cared for as such.  In the current economy, owner surrenders have become far too common, but surrender beats desertion and slow, excruciating starvation.  "This sweet Walker Hound was a number one on the body scale, all bones," Dr. Covington said of Henderson.  She added, "He was anemic, infested with worms, and suffering from demodectic mange," a skin condition which, if left untreated, can result in third degree burns. 


Henderson was lucky to be rescued and brought to the Mitchell Mill Animal Rescue for treatment.  Currently being treated alongside of Henderson at the rescue is Blue, a three-month-old Blue Merle Great Dane, who came to the rescue with demodectic mange covering 75% of her body.  "Her skin was cracked and oozing," said Dr. Covington.  "She would hardly move at all, she was shivering from a fever and was in deep pain, yet through all this she still tried to wag the tip of her tail, and her eyes showed she knew we were trying to help her."


 According to Dr. Covington of the Mitchell Mill Animal Rescue, sights such as these are commonplace in North Carolina-  abandoned pets found rummaging for scraps of food, or arriving with untreated, bacteria-infested wounds.  She added that those animals that are lucky enough to be rescued may not always receive the help they require.  Euthanasia is most often the result of poor funding and overcrowding, but the public can step in and help.  "Our rescue depends on private funding from compassionate people who want to support a place to help dogs and cats get the help they need and the home they long for," said Covington.  She added, "Contributions are tax-deductible, and all donations support our charitable mission."


Donations can be made to the Mitchell Mill Animal Rescue through their website or by mail.

Individuals can also make weekly or monthly donations to sponsor a specific pet such as Henderson, whose total cost of treatment has been estimated at about $500.  Visit www.mmahrescue.org to view rescues currently up for adoption or in need of sponsorship, or call (919) 266-8177.

