ECU Faculty Reach Agreement Over SpeechEasy Copyrights


A legal agreement was reached this weekend between the inventors of the SpeechEasy, an anti-stuttering device, and Janus Development Group, Inc. of Greenville.


Andrew M. Stuart, Ph.D., and Joseph S. Kalinowski, Ph.D., (www.ecu.edu/cs-dhs/csd/upload/Kalinowski-CV_-2009.pdf) who teach in ECU's Department of Communications Sciences and Disorders, took legal action against Janus (www.janusdevelopment.com) when the company began to promote and sell the SpeechEasy (www.speecheasy.com).  Janus had been granted a license by East Carolina University, to whom the SpeechEasy patent is assigned, prior to sales, which exceeded $7,000,000 in 2008.  The two professors will receive an undisclosed financial settlement, will retain the copyrights on their written training material for the device, and will receive future compensation for its use by the company.  Kalinowski said: "We are relieved that this legal saga is now over and that an amicable agreement could be reached.  It is unfortunate that we had to sue to get to this point, but now both sides can move forward with additional research to help stutterers."

