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Editor’s Note: This is Part I of a four-part series on the relationship between Fort Hays State University and 
Brooks Kellogg, longtime donor and owner of the construction firm scheduled to build the new apartments on 
campus where Agnew Hall once stood. Part I looks at the history of Kellogg’s relationship with Fort Hays and 
President Edward H. Hammond. The remaining parts can be found on The University Leader website, leader.
fhsu.edu

Brooks Kellogg graduated from Fort Hays State University in 1986 with a Bachelor’s Degree in 
Communication and headed off into the world to become a major financial success. Today, he 
owns three real estate development firms: Chadwick Real Estate Group, Beth Corporation and 
Old Pilot Building, which is located in Steamboat Springs, Colo.

One of Chadwick’s subsidiaries is Uniplace ll, the construction company that was awarded the 
contract to build Stadium Place Apartments on the Fort Hays State University campus. The 
agreement called for Fort Hays to manage it for a certain timeframe, and then at some future 
point Chadwick will turn it over to Fort Hays.

Kellogg, 73, has been a longtime donor to the university. A 2007 University Relations news 
release stated, “Kellogg and his wife, Gail, have been deeply involved in the FHSU Founda-
tion and Alumni Association.” Kellogg has served on the boards for both organizations, and the 
Foundation’s website still lists him on its Board of Trustees.

The news release goes on to state that the Kelloggs in 2007 “made a commitment of $250,000 
to establish a chaired position at FHSU in recognition honor and support of the eighth president 
of the school, Dr. Edward Hammond.”

According to Chadwick’s website, Kellogg is a licensed real estate broker in the state of Illinois. 
He owns homes in Chicago, Hays and Steamboat Springs.

According to a March 2 article in “Steamboat Today” by Mike Lawrence, Kellogg was arrested 
by the FBI on Oct. 19, 2010, at the Denver International Airport “on suspicion of trying to pay 
for the killing of Florida developer Stephen Bunyard.”

Bunyard is a former business partner of Kellogg’s and sued Kellogg over real estate deal gone 
sour. Bunyard won his lawsuit in a Florida court and was awarded $2.38 million. With interest, 
the judgment could reach $2.5 million, the article states.

The main evidence against Kellogg, according to the article, is information from Barbara Black-
more, a 47-year-old woman from Clifton, Colo., whom the FBI states was romantically in-
volved with Kellogg.

Blackmore allegedly told the FBI of Kellogg’s desire to kill Buyard. At this point, the FBI set 
up the undercover sting operation at Denver International Airport where Kellogg is accused of 
turning over $2,000 to an undercover FBI agent to kill Bunyard.

“On Nov. 3, a federal grand jury in Denver indicted Kellogg on one count of use of interstate 
commerce facilities in the commission of murder-for-hire and one count of solicitation to com-
mit a crime of violence,” “Steamboat Today” reported. In all, Kellogg is charged with five 



counts related to the arrest at the airport and could face a life sentence.

After being delayed for several months, the trial was set to begin March 7. However, Kellogg’s 
defense attorney, Larry Ponzer, has filed a motion to dismiss all charges. Ponzer’s motion ac-
cuses Blackmore of manufacturing the whole murder-for-hire tale after Kellogg discontinued 
providing her with financial assistance. According to court documents, Blackmore told the FBI 
she had received more than $40,000 in cash and property from Kellogg during the past several 
years. A court hearing on the defense motion is set for March 15.

Before all of Kellogg’s legal problems, his company, Uniplace ll, had contracted with Fort Hays 
to build more apartment suites where Agnew Hall once stood. Previously, Uniplace had won 
the bid to construct Stadium Place Apartments. The terms of that contract gave Uniplace II the 
contract to build the news apartments, without the job going out on a new bid.

Fort Hays State University students have benefited from Kellogg’s involvement with the Alum-
ni Association, his financial support given to the University Foundation, and his personal rela-
tionship with Fort Hays President Edward H. Hammond.

Hammond said, “I met Brooks Kellogg at an alumni event in Chicago, Ill., probably about 1989 
or the late 80’s, and he’s been an active alum ever since. He has been a friend of mine, as a lot 
of alumni are.”

Not only are Kellogg and Hammond friends and golfing buddies, but Hammond bought a con-
dominium in Steamboat Spring from Chadwick Real Estate Group for $800,000 in 2005, ac-
cording to records in the Routt County, Colo., Assessor’s Office. Some people might view this 
as a conflict of interest, but Hammond said he paid fair market value for the property.

“The condo that I bought in Steamboat Springs was purchased by me at a price that was more 
than what they were asking for. If I had purchased it at a lower price, then there may be a con-
flict of interest. But as long as I’m paying fair market value, then it doesn’t matter who owns it.”

Kellogg’s legal problems have delayed the building of the new apartment suites and have had a 
negative impact on the students at Fort Hays.


