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Two Sides to Everything
In Joyce Carol Oates famous tale “Where Are You Going, Where Have You Been?” many questions are raised about the genuine existence of Arnold Friend. Many readers believe that Arnold Friend is a habitual stalker who plans on sexually assaulting young, conceited fifteen year old Connie; however, once the text is analyzed and read between the lines it becomes quite obvious that Around Friend is a nightmarish character in Connie’s dream. Through this dream Connie takes a deeper look at herself and realizes she cannot go on living a two sided life.  In this dream, she subconsciously explores her life in terms of built up animosity she feels towards her family, her sexual life becoming too promiscuous, and the ultimate decision on how she should live her life. 

First, Oats begins the story by explaining Connie’s family background history.  She does not get along with her mom or sister, and her dad is never there for her.  This causes her to crave male attention in other parts of her life.  Once Connie’s dream begins and the horrifying Arnold Friend becomes a threat to her, she begins wishing her parents were there to help her.  After telling Friend her father would be home soon he snapped at her, “No, your daddy is not coming” reinforcing her previous acceptance of her father’s absentness in her life (761).  Then while attempting to grab the phone, “She cried out, she cried for her mother” (763).  In both scenarios, Connie appears as a little girl, scared, and wanting her mommy and daddy to save the day.  Her parents were not there to save her in her dream, and she realizes that this is true in real life situations too.  While threatening to kill her family if she would not leave with him, Friend bluntly tells her, “not a one of them would have [left to save] you” (764).  This part of the dream confirms her subconscious doubt of her families inability to care for her the way she wants to be cared for.

A large portion of the dream deals with Connie’s battle with her abundant sexual activity. One of the first scenes of the story is Connie ditching her friend to go hang out with a boy, and insinuating her friend is about to do the same. At the baby age of fifteen, Connie affiliates herself with people who find casual sex entertaining, normal, and prevalent in their society. Although she hangs out with these types of people and does the same things they do, she feels that maybe there should be more to relationships than just sex. While resting, Connie begins to daze off and reminisces “…of the boy she had been with the night before and how nice he had been … how sweet it always was … sweet, gentle, the way it was in movie and promised in songs” (755).  She is bringing to mind the night she had casual sex in the alley, and she is trying hard to convince herself it was something special.  Connie thinks how sweet “it always was” making it obvious sex is something that occurs frequently.  When Connie falls asleep shortly after these thoughts, her dream of Arnold Friend begins.  When she first meets him in her dream she is attracted to him, so she begins playing hard to get; however, her dream quickly takes an ugly turn when she realizes he is not a young stud but rather an old pervert.  She is now in a very realistic situation for a girl like herself who constantly throws herself at boys. He begins talking dirty to her, and instead of reacting in a sexual way she becomes terrified. Although she is sexually active, she is now seeing sex in a different light; she begins to understand that casual sex is not okay and it can be very dangerous. 

The final and most predominant battle Connie faces with herself in the dream is which way should she live her life because for so long she has been living one way around her family and one way around her friends. When she first meets Friend in the dream, he appears charming and mysterious, but this impression vanishes when she sees his older, dirtier side.  He is the ultimate example of her two-sidedness.  Friend says to Connie: “The place where you came from ain’t there any more, and where you got in mind to go is cancelled out….You know that and always did know it” (763).  What this means to Connie is she can no longer live a two-faced life.  If she does not decide on one or the other, her friends and family will eventually see both sides and she will appear like a phony flake.  When her time is getting shorter, she begins to panic and realizes, “I have got to think.  I have to know what to do” (763).  She is trying to decipher which life to choose: outspoken, apathetic home Connie or the nervous, sexual social Connie. 


In Connie’s dream she faces serious issues such as bitter feelings toward her family, confusion about her dangerously-casual sex life, and choices on which way she should live her life.  She decides her family does not love her the way they should, and if she continues having so much sex it could lead to a dangerous situation.  Leaving her house and going for a ride means venturing into the world and becoming the social, sexual, nervous side of Connie full time, while staying at home means quitting the casual sex and acting like a fifteen year old girl.  Although the dream makes her realize her sexual experiences can get dangerous, in a weird way it excites her and in turn she decides to leave with Friend.  This is the final turning point in her dream where she decides where she is going, and where she has been.
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