
When two different religious cultures clash: 
Vodou in the Americas

Is the devil hiding within Vodou’s spiritual practices or is it possible that he exists within 
the negative behaviors often caused by Ethnocentric attitudes?

 Vodou migrated from Africa with captured 
slaves that where brought to the Americas.  
Haiti was the first country where a slave re-
volt founded the first nation ruled by Africans. 
Haiti slaves burned the planations and killed 
their French slave owners, driving them off the 
island.  
 Dutty Boukman led the slaves to revolt be-
ginning in 1791, but tragically he was capture 
and killed early in the conflict.  Many French 
slave owners moved to the Louisianan terri-
tory along with their remaining slaves.  Vodou 
migrated to some of the Southern States, espe-
cially in New Orleans, Louisiana.  
 Marie Laveau was consider to be the first 
Voodoo Queen of New Orleans. She often used 
her mystical skills to help people with every-
day needs and desires. Maria Laveau was also 
part the Catholic Church, voodooist use Catho-
lic saints to symbolize Loa (Iwa) spirits. Peo-
ple still leave offerings on Laveau’s grave in 
order to petition her.

Shortly, after the Haitian Earthquake 
the televangelist Pat Robertson an-
nounced the cause of the earthquake to 
be the result of  Haiti deal with the dev-
il.  Robertson’s statements obviously 
stem from ethnocentric culture beliefs 
that many Christian America’s mistak-
enly regard as part of their faith. 
  Despite the actuations of many reli-
gious leaders Vodou is a valid religion.  
Voodooists worship a creator, Loa(Iwa) 
spirts, the twins, and spirits of the 
dead.  
 Most vodou rituals are designed to 
heal people and also deal with basic 
needs of everyday people.   Spirits gen-
eral come in two groups the white Rada 
and the red Petro Iwa.  The Rada Iwa 
are often patient and benevolent spir-
its helping in healing rituals.  The Petro 
Iwa are more aggressive and are often 
called on for help in dealing with con-
flicts.
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