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 With the semester basically over and graduation approaching quickly, this is the 

time where we begin to make the decisions that shape the rest of our lives. With finals 

and interviews occurring, we begin the process of leaving the college atmosphere and 

stepping into the real world. This is a frightening thought to many but we were prepared 

as seniors to handle this pressure through our papers and class work that we did 

throughout the semester. We have chosen and researched either job occupations or 

graduate schools we feel would best fulfill our skills as well as stating what our goals are 

for the future. We have learned how to create portfolios to branch our network out further 

then it already is in hopes of gaining the attention of future employers. With all of the 

knowledge I have learned this semester, I hope to pursue a career in the marketing work 

force with an emphasis on sports and entertainment. The position I hope to obtain after 

graduation is with Team Epic in their management trainee program.  

 Team Epic is a marketing company with a premise on sports and entertainment. 

The location I hope to be working out of is in Norwalk, Connecticut and they also have 

locations in Atlanta, Georgia, Charlotte, North Carolina, San Francisco, California, and 

London, United Kingdom. Team Epic has a strong list of clients that includes, FedEx, 

IBM, AT&T, Sports Illustrated, Charles Schwab, and Mars Chocolate. The position I am 

hoping to obtain is still the same from when we chose the job descriptions, I applied for 



the management trainee program offered to college graduates. The duties that I would be 

responsible for are researching, analyzing, and summarizing data for client presentations. 

This is very crucial as this is when we are really going to push for the clients to sign with 

us, we want to show them how much their company means to us as well as how we are 

going to promote their business successfully. Another responsibility is coordinating and 

managing shipping logistics. This is very important because we are responsible for 

making sure all packages get sent to the correct location as well as being on time for 

when they are needed. If a package gets lost or is shipped at the wrong time it could 

possibly ruin an entire event we had planned for the company, thus making us look bad 

as well as potentially losing the company as a client. A third responsibility is providing 

creative support, assisting with gifting, and premium research. This part of the job is 

where your creativity comes into play and can help make you stand out from your fellow 

co-workers. By sharing my creative ideas in the research for how to market the company 

efficiently will hopefully gain the attention of those who make the decision on who to 

promote once the six month program is over. One of the most important responsibilities 

is to assist at events whenever needed. Whenever events occur something always goes 

wrong, whether it is something small or something very big. It is how you react and fix 

the situation that will determine whether you are fit to handle the job or not. I feel that I 

am great with thinking on my feet and will help fix any situation that needs to be attended 

too. Working at events will give me the experience needed to run and coordinate my own 

events in the future, giving myself a more prominent role within the company as well as 

creating a stronger relationship with the client.  



 When I first was accepted to West Virginia I wasn’t sure what major to choose as 

I will still uncertain as to what I wanted to do after college. After narrowing down my 

options I wanted to learn more about Communication Studies and was able to speak with 

someone at orientation about the major. I felt very comfortable with choosing this type of 

major and believed it would be the best choice in preparing me for a career in the sports 

radio industry. Sports radio was the field I thought I would enjoy the most when I was a 

freshmen but as time went on I wanted to learn more about the promotions and marketing 

side of the business. The Communication Studies department has been very helpful in 

guiding us throughout our time here at West Virginia in the preparation for what to 

expect once we graduate. Since freshmen year I have taken countless of classes both 

inside and outside of the department that will help me in the future. A few courses within 

the department that stood out the most to me throughout my time here was Comm. 105, 

Comm. 306, Comm. 303, and Comm. 404.  

 The first course I’m going to talk about is Comm. 105 Introduction to Mass 

Media. Mass media has changed the way we live our daily lives drastically as it has 

become a main focal point of society and changes frequently. The main functions of 

media are to entertain, inform and persuade. In today’s society we have a dependency on 

the media, which is one of the theories we learned in this class, the Media Dependency 

Theory. I would say that the form of media we depend on the most today is the Internet. 

Working for a marketing company, I would be using the Internet daily to find out the 

latest trends and what is popular in society. Using the information I found I would try to 

incorporate this into the events we plan for our clients, such as trying to receive free 

products for free promotion, and give them out to the people attending the events. By 



staying up to date with new products that we could coincide with our clients, we could 

expand our business and set up future events using the same successful concept.  

 The second course I’m going to focus on is Comm. 306 Human Communication 

in Organizations and Institutions. I took this course to get a better understanding of how 

co-workers communicate with one another in different organizations and institutions. The 

communication between yourself and your co-workers is vital to how productive your 

work is going to be. As a college graduate going into a new work place it is important for 

me to understand how the workers operate on a daily basis so I can learn my way as well 

as gain their acceptance. Going into a new environment I don’t want to step out of my 

boundaries and disrupt the flow that my fellow co-workers have, I want to be a good 

addition to their system in helping out however I can. There are three stages within the 

theory that stood out most to me during this course, Organizational Assimilation Theory. 

The three stages include, Anticipatory Socialization, the Encounter Stage, and 

Metamorphosis. These three stages are the process that I will encounter while becoming 

accustomed to my new occupation. It starts off with how anticipated I am about 

beginning a career at the company, then I meet my fellow co-workers hopefully making a 

good first impression so I am accepted, then finally I go from being the “new guy” to 

being apart of the team.  

 The third course I’m going to discuss is Comm. 303 Business and Professional 

Communication. This course showed me the fundamentals that occur while working in a 

professional workplace and since there was no textbook assigned to the class, we had to 

use the concepts we had previously learned in our communications classes. We were  

broken up into four groups and then assigned four different projects that consisted of, 



selling the iPhone as a vital necessity to a local business man, making a presentation to 

promote the Department of Communication Studies, making a presentation for Health 

Right to help raise awareness to the residents of Morgantown, and our last project was to 

raise money for the Boys and Girls Club of Morgantown. This class was very influential 

in preparing me for how presentations are done in a professional business setting. We 

were required to dress professionally for our presentations that helped us get used to 

wearing nice clothes on a daily basis. Working in groups is something I feel brings out 

the best of my ability and this course definitely gave me a small taste of what it is like to 

go through the process of research, analyzing, and presenting information to a client.  

 The fourth and final course I will be looking at is Comm. 404 Persuasion. This 

course taught me persuasive communication skills that are necessary when talking with 

potential clients. We learned that when an individual is trying to get something from 

another individual, they attempt to change their attitude, belief, or behavior so that they 

are able to get what they want, this is known as persuasion in interpersonal context. There 

is also persuasion in mass context, which is the same concept as interpersonal except the 

individual is attempting to change the attitude, belief, or behavior of a mass amount of 

people. Having the capability to pursue either one person, or one hundred is a great skill 

to possess and will be needed when trying to sell our company to potential companies. 

When conveying your persuasive techniques they can come in two forms, verbal or 

nonverbal. Verbal cues obviously focuses on how what you are saying and how you are 

saying it to persuade the person or people you are talking too. Your nonverbal cues such 

as posture, gestures, facial expressions, touching, and tone of voice can be very important 

in how your attempt to persuade an individual is perceived positively. Using both 



nonverbal and verbal cues is crucial in selling yourself to potential customers, as you 

want to come across as someone who has credible knowledge in this particular field of 

work. When meeting new potential clients for the company I would use the persuasive 

tactics I learned in this course in convincing them that our company is the best there is 

and it would be a mistake to not be apart of it.  

 There was a few courses that stood out to me outside of the department that have 

helped guide me into becoming more knowledgeable about working in the sports 

marketing industry. ADV. 215 Principles of Advertising, PR. 215 Intro to Public 

Relations, and SM 486 Sports Marketing were three courses that stood out the most over 

my college career that can go along with the communication courses I took. These three 

courses have helped extend my knowledge of how a sports marketing company would 

run daily and what I should expect if I am offered a position. All three courses are tied 

together and I can use the information I learned to my advantage to impress higher-level 

co-workers.  

 Another great experience I was fortunate to be apart of was my summer internship 

at 1050 ESPN Radio in New York City. I was apart of the Promotions and Marketing 

Department in which I was on the street team going throughout the tri-state area to 

promote the company. The skills I learned from my communication courses really came 

out when we were promoting the station, we would go to different bars during the World 

Cup to do trivia games giving out 1050 ESPN Radio prizes. During the trivia games we 

would have to go up to people in the bars and attempt to persuade them to partake in the 

game by using a strong tone of voice as well as positive body posture to show them that 

the game was something they should do. .  Another task we had involved using the iPad, 



we would go around to different areas in New York to sign up people for future events 

we would be hosting such as golf tournaments and live broadcasts as Yankees and Mets 

games. As most people don’t want to be bothered when they are out socially we had to 

use good nonverbal and verbal cues to assure them that would not regret partaking in 

these sign ups as well as showing them how interesting the iPad was. I would always 

make sure to have eye contact with the people I was talking to, as eye contact is key to 

having positive communication. Working in such a prestige environment was very 

helpful in preparing me for what to except when I am working in the real world. Taking 

the train to the city, dressing up professionally, and meeting new people everyday was a 

great experience in showing me how this type of business runs and that I’m capable of 

handling the responsibilities that come along with it.  

 My sophomore year is the period of my college career that stands out the most. 

This was when I moved off-campus and into my own house, living on my own for the 

first time in my life. With the freedom from parents and RA’s I let my focus on my 

education slip away, which resulted in a lower GPA then I would normally receive. I was 

in a tough position because I wanted to get into the major before the year was over and 

my grades did not meet the requirements needed. I was forced to wake myself up and 

realize what I was doing, how it was not worth it to screw up at this time of the year. I 

began to hit the books harder then I have ever did before, needing a 90 on my final in 

Comm. 201 to get into the major. I ended up getting a 99 on the final and realized that if I 

just set out a period of time to do my work that it would pay off in the end. If I could go 

back in time I would definitely re-do my sophomore year. I have had an excellent GPA 



since then and if I had just focused on my studies more then my social life then my 

cumulative GPA would be much higher today.  

 I feel that my work experience at 1050 ESPN Radio has definitely given me a step 

in the right direction for when I begin my career, hopefully at Team Epic. With Team 

Epic having an emphasis on sports and entertainment as a marketing company I can use 

the experience I had while working at ESPN to my advantage when working events for 

Team Epic. Working and even running our own events, I know how the process goes and 

how to communicate to potential clients as well as just regular people who are interested 

in our company. The communication skills I learned were extremely helpful with my 

internship and now that I have a better understand of what I learned as well as using it in 

a real work experience, I feel that I am qualified to handle the position within their 

trainee program at Team Epic. Seeing how the organization runs and how the people who 

work there interact gave me great anticipation to begin a job in this field of work. I feel 

confident in knowing that with my degree in Communication Studies, the knowledge I 

have learned here at West Virginia and my work experience at 1050 ESPN Radio New 

York, I will have a long, successful career in the sports marketing industry as well as 

being a strong communicator both professionally and socially.  

 

  

 
 
 
 


