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Gospel of John  

John chapter 7 

 

 John chapter 7 is set in a time about six months after the end of chapter 6, and about six 

months before Christ’s death. Throughout this time period, there was a lot of controversy 

circulating around Jesus and His message, thus keeping Him teaching God’s word in the 

location of Galilee. This was because His time had not yet come to go to Judea, where the Jews 

wanted to kill him. There was also a lot that was seemingly going wrong for Him; He begins to 

lose disciples(6:66), the situation surrounding His death is coming into view(6:71), He has to lay 

low in Galilee so as not to be killed by the Jews in Judea(7:1), and even His own half brothers 

don’t believe in His message (7:3). However despite all these “obstacles”, Jesus sheds light on 

us His perfection and sets a wonderful example of trusting in the Father, waiting on the Father’s 

timing and doing the Father’s will.  

The chapter begins, placing Jesus in Galilee, where He has been for the past six months 

teaching God’s word. He had remained in Galilee because of His knowledge of the Jews in 

Judea who wanted to kill Him. He stayed in another part of the country not through fear or 

cowardice, but more so out of prudence and knowledge that His time had not yet come to go to 

Judea (Mark Henry). The event happening in Jerusalem was called the Feast of Tabernacles, 

which took place every year on the 15th day of the 7th month (late September, early October), 

and lasted for eight days. This feast was a huge occasion in Jewish history that served several 

different purposes. It was a memorial of when their forefathers lived in booths (tents) during their 



wandering in the wilderness, and God’s provision over them. To honor God and their ancestors, 

they would set up their own booths in various places around the city: the temple, public places, 

courts, gardens, and on the flat roofs of houses. (Adam Clarke)  

The event was also a harvest festival, one of three, in which every male Jew was required by 

the law to attend annually in Jerusalem, not coming empty handed(Deut 16:16). This feast was 

celebrated by the cutting down of  palm, willow, and myrtle branches, tying them together and 

carrying them with them, singing “Hosanna!”. They also presented burnt sacrifices of calf, ram, 

and lamb, and offered a goat as a sin offering. As the eighth day was one of solemn 

assembly(Lev 23:36), the seventh  day of the festival was most climatic. The seventh day was 

celebrated by offering the first fruits of the crops they had sown(Ex 23:16), and the pouring of 

water in the temple, as the people worshiped, representing the wonderful supply of water God 

gave the Jews in the wilderness. 

Feeling as if Jesus’ work in Galilee was a waste of time, and noticing the decrease in following 

of His disciples, and other Jews, Jesus’ half brothers noted that Jerusalem was the religious 

capital, and that the Feast of Tabernacles would be taking place at that time. They suggested 

that the Feast of Tabernacles would be the perfect time to appear before the crowd and perform 

more miracles, encouraging the people to believe in Him. They added how no one who wants 

publicity acts in private. They also viewed this as an opportunity to gain publicity themselves, as 

it was their brother who was performing these great works. They were mentioning these things, 

because they too did not believe, nor understand Jesus’ purpose on earth. Jesus further pointed 

out their disbelief, stating that the right time for Him had not yet come, yet as for them, anytime 

is right. They were of the world, and could come and go as they please. Jesus, on the other 

hand, was not of the world, and was hated by the world, because He told them of the evil they 

did. Having said this, He stayed in Galilee, as his brothers went to Feast in Jerusalem. Jesus 



was setting an example for us that as a child of God, you must let the Lord lead your life, not the 

world.  

When called by the Lord, Jesus too went to the Festival of Tabernacles in Jerusalem, however 

He did so in secret, as not to gain attention for Himself. Because of the past miracles He had 

performed, Jesus had aroused a lot of interest in the Jewish people, and they were looking for 

Him to appear at the Festival. Jesus’ name was on every tongue, as many believed He was a  

good man, but none dared speak of their opinions publically, because they feared the Jewish 

leaders and their followers, who claimed He deceived the people. This was a very serious claim, 

as such a claim was considered as leading Israel astray from her relationship with God, which 

was punishable by death (IVP).  

Jesus waited until halfway through the Festival before He went to the temple courts to teach. 

The people were amazed at what Jesus was saying, but the Jewish  leaders questioned his 

doctrines, asking how He could attain such knowledge since He never attended their schools, or 

studied with a rabbi (Wiersbe). Jesus already knew their questions, and answered by explaining 

that what He was teaching was not His own, but was of God, and that anyone who chose to do 

God’s will would find out for themselves that what He was teaching was true. Jesus took on the 

form of an ambassador, speaking not His own words for His own glory, but the words of the one 

who sent Him, for God’s glory (Adam Clarke).  

Jesus also knew the hearts of the Jewish leaders, and their intent to kill Him because of His 

healing of the lame man on the Sabbath, thus breaking Moses’ law. Because Jesus knew of 

their plot to kill Him on this charge, He pointed out their inconsistencies and contradiction to the 

law themselves by circumcising on the Sabbath. Most of the crowd however, was unaware of 

this plot to kill Jesus, and in their ignorance accused Him of being possessed by a demon and 

beside Himself. Jesus then further explained the Jewish leaders’ erroneous accusations, 



claiming that He performed one miracle of healing, and everyone is amazed of His wrongdoing. 

Yet the Jewish leaders disregarded the rule of the Sabbath, circumcising on that day. He then 

questioned their motives of killing Him, accusing them of judging by appearance, not by worth or 

truth. 

Some of the local Jewish people, who were aware of the plot to kill Him, were amazed at the 

boldness in which Jesus taught. (BCK) Many of the people were confused and questioned the 

leadership of the nation, noticing the lack of action to stop Jesus’ teaching, if really it were false 

doctrine. The Jewish leaders, however, had no grounds on which to combat the words of Jesus. 

Many wondered if the Pharisees had been convinced that Jesus was the true Messiah. To 

regain their pride, the Jewish leaders then made arguments against Him, claiming that they 

knew that Jesus was from Nazareth of Galilee, thus He could not be the Messiah.  They were 

under the presumption that the Messiah was to be born in Bethlehem from the line of David, and 

be of some mysterious origin that they could not comprehend (Coffman).  Jesus answered 

them, acknowledging they knew His upbringing, yet they did not know the Father, because they 

did not know the Him. Showing His relationship with God, He put an emphasis on His oneness 

with God, claiming that if they knew Him, they too would know the God who sent Him, and how 

they are intertwined. They obviously, however, did not know Him, thus they did not know God.  

Embarrassed and openly contradicted by Jesus, the Pharisees were furious and sought to seize 

Him; although, because Jesus’ hour had not yet come, God protected Him from their hands. 

Furthermore, many people believed Jesus’ words, thus restraining the Jewish leaders from their 

evil purpose out of considerations of prudence(Coffman). The exposure of Jesus and His words 

and actions caused many in the crowd to believe, as they logically marked Him as unusual, 

noting that the Messiah surely could not do greater things than Jesus had. Their faith however, 

was tentative and hesitant, out of deference to the Jewish leaders, and their strong opinions.  



Upon hearing Jesus’ words and observing the crowd’s acceptance of them, the chief priests and 

Pharisees then sent temple guards to arrest Him, as they were losing the respect of the Jewish 

people. Jesus, however, continued teaching, foreshadowing His future and informing the Jewish 

people that He would only be with them for a short time before He went back to be with the 

Father. Jesus knew of His death that was to come, and knew of its importance for the salvation 

of mankind. He also knew, however, that they would not believe. They would look for Him, yet 

they would not be able to find Him, because they would be looking for the human form of Jesus. 

They would still be waiting on the Messiah, not believing that Jesus in fact was the Messiah and 

the holy Son of God. Because of their disbelief, it would keep them from truly knowing God, thus 

not allowing them to go where Jesus was going. The Jewish people, however, did not 

understand what He meant by His teachings, questioning where He intended to go that they 

could not find Him, and that they themselves could not go. They thought perhaps that Jesus 

was speaking of traveling to the Jewish people living among the Gentiles and teaching His word 

to them. They, of course, were mistaken in this, as they were only thinking in earthly terms. 

Jesus was speaking of heaven, and without their finding and believing that He was the true 

Messiah, they could not meet Him there. 

On the last day of the Feast and the climax of the celebration, the events were in full swing. At 

the time of sacrifice, the priests would draw water from the Pool of Siloam in a golden vessel, 

and carry it to the temple to be poured out, in commemoration of the supply of water God had 

provided for the Jews in the wilderness (Wiersbe). As the priests began to pour out the water, 

Jesus stood and proclaimed in a loud voice, “If anyone is thirsty, let him come to me and 

drink”(7:37). Jesus’ offer to come and drink was an offer of salvation to those who would believe 

and follow Him(BCK). He used the analogy of water to represent both cleansing and life. The 

Jewish people, however, did not understand that Jesus was speaking of cleansing their soul 



and gaining eternal life. His offer was the future promise of receiving the Holy Spirit to live inside 

those who believed, coming only after Jesus had been glorified by dying on the cross.  

Upon hearing Jesus’ words, some believed and claimed that He indeed was the Christ. Others, 

instead of taking advantage of His gracious invitation to come to Him, still rejected Him, 

questioning his birthplace. This caused a divide among the crowd, as some believed, and others 

rejected. Many of the soldiers appointed to arrest Jesus, however, were unable to carry out their 

orders, as His word had gripped their hearts. As they returned back to the chief priests and 

Pharisees, they were questioned as to why they did not bring Jesus back with them. They 

answered, claiming that no one had ever spoken like Jesus did, noting their sense that Jesus 

was more than a man, and that He may in fact be the Son of God.  

The high priests and Pharisees were outraged at the situation that had transpired. They 

accused the guards of having been deceived by Jesus, and claimed that none of Jewish leaders 

had been deceived. They also retorted that those of the crowd who believed were uneducated 

and had been placed under a curse by Jesus. Nicodemus, however, also a Pharisee, had 

spoken with Jesus previously. He too trusted and believed in Jesus’ message, and made a case 

for Him to the other Pharisees and high priests, stating that according to the law, they should 

not judge a person until they had found out what he had done. This infuriated the other 

Pharisees, as they then started to question Nicodemus as to whether he too was uneducated in 

the law and from Galilee. In their anger, they showed their ignorance, stating that no prophet 

has ever come from Galilee. This however was not the case, as Jonah, the first prophet, was 

indeed from Galilee. This showed the Pharisees imperfection and lack of knowledge of the law, 

and because of the bad example set by these Jewish leaders, many followed in their foot stops, 

shutting the door of salvation 



John 7 is a chapter containing several different themes and lessons that can be obtained by 

studying its texts. It teaches the importance of, as a servant of God, waiting for His timing and 

allowing Him to lead your life for His glory. It also shows how the world views life completely 

opposite to that of God, doing as they please, at their own timing, seeking their own gain. 

Another theme is how the world hated Jesus then, just as they do today, because He shows the 

evil that they do. The main theme, however, is how we today are to come to fully know Christ. 

John chapter 7 paints a beautiful picture, revealing that all we have to do is believe. As shown at 

the Feast of Tabernacles, Jesus is not interested in our rituals or traditions. He is interested in 

our heart, and giving it to Him, believing that He is the true Messiah, the perfect Son of God who 

came to cleanse us and give us everlasting life, so that we too may go where He goes, and live 

with him eternally in Heaven. As illustrated with Nicodemus, if we seek Him, we will find Him. 

Anyone who will trust and obey the word of God will be moved out of the darkness and into 

God’s marvelous light!  


