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Nick Jonas steps out from the shad-
ow of his band of brothers to debut 
a new band, The Administration, 
with his solo album, Who I Am. The 
album has a completely different 
feel than anything he has recorded 
to date. Some of his younger fans 
won’t like it, but it’s a major step 
musically. He mixes ’70’s funk sound 
with a pop/rock mix and comes up 
with an album that sounds very raw, 
authentic and almost bluesy.

The lead single and title track “Who 
I Am” is a rock song that is the clos-
est to his Jonas Brothers roots as he 
comes.  Several of the other songs 
on the album, as well as the band 
name, play off his interest in the 
presidency— not that they are polit-
ical, just that they‘re symbolic to the 
presidency.  “Olive & an Arrow” is a 
mellow song about a girl who can’t 
make up her mind who she wants to 
be, “Conspiracy Theory” is high-
tempo song that describes, well, I’m 
not real sure.  Just that somewhere 
there is a cover up and something is 
going wrong—could be a girl, could 
be an alien, nobody really knows.

“In the End” is a song about a girl 
who has turned her back on the 
lovesick singer.  “Last Time Around” 

is slightly angry song about a past 
love. The girl has been less-than-
kind to the singer, but he can’t move 
on and asks her to remember all 
the fun they had before. “State of 
Emergency” is a Stevie Wonder-
esque song.  It sounds a lot like 
“Superstitious,” but it’s not. The girl 
is seductive, and knows how to get 
what she wants; it’s a warning song, 
both to the new guy and the girl, 
saying “don’t make this a state of 
emergency.” In case you missed it, 
most of the songs on the album are 
about a girl.

He does one cover on the album, 
“Tonight,” a song that was first 
released on the Jonas Brothers’ third 
album A Little Bit Longer.  Nick 
slows the 
song down 
and adds 
his own 
’70’s twist 
to the Jo-
nas Broth-
ers favor-
ite. He 
ends the 
album out 
with the 
anthem 
“Stronger 
(Back 
on the 
Ground).” 
A song he 
wrote with 

the members of the band Leeland.

When listening to the album, go in 
with an open mind.  Don’t just write 
him off as a Disney act with no real 
talent, give the boy some credit. He 
writes his own music and managed 
to keep up with some musicians 
much more experienced than him-
self. Even if his old fanbase deserts 
him, Nick Jonas will be around for 
awhile.

Songs to download: “Stronger (Back 
on the Ground)” and “Last Time 
Around”

Rating: 3.75 out of 4 stars
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