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Christmas around 
the world

Catherine Caiazzo, Senior
Nicaragua
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Korea

Jonathan Sabella, 
Sophomore 
Czech Republic

Kattee Smith, Junior
China

Melanie Schmidt, Junior
Cameroon

Jim Kwon, senior, is 
Korean, but moved to 
china when he was 10 
years old.

“it [christmas] is not 
the biggest holiday in 
china. our biggest cele-
bration is on new Years.” 
Kwon said they shoot off 
fireworks to celebrate 
the new Year. “That’s 
how chinese people cel-
ebrate,” Kwon said.  But, 
he said christmas is a 
fairly quiet holiday and 
there are no fireworks. 
“in china, people don’t 
know it’s Jesus’ birthday. 
They just celebrate.” 

he said there are chris-

tians in Korea so they 
celebrate more because 
they know the meaning.

he said the major dif-
ferences between cel-
ebrations in Korea and 
in america are that Ko-
reans don’t typically give 
gifts as part of the tradi-
tion.   

Sabella is from the czech 
Republic, where christmas 
is called “St. mikulas Day.” 
The festivities occur on Dec. 
4 of each year, and families 
dress up to celebrate togeth-
er. Fathers dress up as “St. 
mikulas,” a bishop-looking 
character, and children dress 
up as either a devil or an 
angel, according to Sabella. 
The children go into a class-
room where they are given 
presents from the angel if 
they have been good. if the 
children have been bad, the 

devil character will put a po-
tato sac over the child’s head 
and carry them out of the 
classroom. “They also have 
amazing fairytale christmas 
markets,” Sabella said. 

For missionary kid catherine 
caiazzo, senior and elementa-
ry education major, one of her 
favorite christmas memories 
from living in managua, ni-
caragua, were the firecrackers 
that went off each christmas 
eve at midnight.

“it’s a little weird to have fire-
crackers for christmas, but i 
always enjoyed sitting on our 
balcony to watch them,” cai-
azzo said.

other christmas eve tradi-
tions for nicaraguans include 
a catholic mass, and according 
to caiazzo, gifts are always ex-
changed on christmas eve, not 
ever on christmas day.

according to caiazzo, her fa-
vorite christmas day tradition 
is eating christmas Relleno, a 
dish similar to bread stuffing 
but more stew-like. it contains 
chicken, gravy, olives and pep-
pers. caiazzo also said turkey 
and ham are never served in 
nicaragua during christmas.

in china where Smith grew up, the 
people celebrate christmas eve in-
stead of christmas day. The holiday 
is called “Peaceful eve,” and accord-
ing to Smith, the name came from 
the song “Silent night,” which trans-

lates into chinese as “Peaceful eve.” 
in every city on this day, the chi-

nese congregate at a walking street 
where they quietly walk with lan-
terns and glow sticks. “i think it’s 
cool that they call it ‘Peaceful eve,’ 
and that they revere it. They expect 
something,” Smith said.

For melanie Schmidt, ju-
nior, her christmas won’t 
be average, let alone in 
america. She will be trav-
eling to Yalunde, camer-
oon, to visit her mother 
and father who have 
been missionaries there 
for four years.  trying to 
have a traditional ameri-
can christmas abroad can 
prove to be difficult.

according to Schmidt, 
spending time in africa is 
always interesting during 
this time of year. “We were 
always the only house that 
had christmas lights in 
the city. it was funny to 
see our house lit up on the 
street”. 

Without lights, the peo-
ple of cameroon find dif-
ferent ways to celebrate 
the holidays. christmas 
pageants that include tra-
ditional african outfits 
and drums are very popu-
lar for the season. Schmidt 
is excited to see her family 
and celebrate her ameri-
can traditions across the 
globe.
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