
Page 16

Ode to an English Teacher: Alice lllcFarland
Jeremy Lovin

Alice McFarland's hard work and
enthusiasm have made a significant
difference in the lives of university students
and faculty and in her community. She
became ateacher because of the influence
of the previous women in her family history.
McFarland's daughter, Alice Krehbeil, says,
"[Mom's] grandmother was a teacher, and
her mother was a teacher in Czechoslovakia,
the old country."

McFarland's journey began when she
graduated from the [Jniversity of Kansas
in 1935. From there she taught both
elementary and high school classes. For
more than thirtv vears, Alice McFarland

was in charge of FHSL English classrooms.
She helped sponsor SPURS, which is a

community-service organrzation and honor
society for sophomores with at least a 3.0
grade point average. It took more than a

decade of planning for her to help start
Mortar Board in 1971. Through Mortar
Board, she promoted the "Student Heritage"
statue of a male and female student,
sculpted by the artist Pete Felten and now
located at the north entrance to the campus.

She won the Outstanding Faculty
Woman award in 1973, and the Pilot
Award in 1982. Alice McFarland on her
own merit started collecting money to start

scholarships for students in the English
department, which started out as four one-
hundred-dollar scholarships. The Alice
McFarland scholarship, totaling $ 1,000,
goes out each year to help top English
majors pay for college expenses.

Alice McFarland was a professor
dedicated to FHSL students and faculty.
After seventy years of teaching, she

retired in 1984, and passed away in 2009,
leaving behind a legacy that lives on in the
academic organrzatrons she founded and the
students she posthumously supports via the
Alice McFarland scholarship.
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Laura (Riese) Plank (BA 2006) of Wichita, Kansas, is

working for SmartThinking, Inc., ffs an E-Instructor. There,
she provides tutoring for college and hi-qh school students

in an online writing lab environment - no doubt a different
v

environment from her semester as a face-to-face tutor at

the FHSLJ Writing Center. Laura also had her third child, a

daughter. in April. We here in the FHSU English department
send our best r,vishes to her and her husband, Scott.

Joe Bula (BA 1965) of Prairie du Chien, Wisconsin, is

a retiree who has been helping his uncle-in-law. Allen
Kussmaul., in writing. editing. and self-publishin.-u his
book. LiJb on the Bum in the Ertrlqt t930's. Based on two
diaries that were written in the 1930s, the book details the

exploits of Allen and his brother Glen as they hitchhike
across America in search of adventure. "There are many

._qreat stories out there in the minds of the elderly." Joe

says. "l encourage everyone to gather the stories of those

who are older and write your own story for those who are

younger." Published in April 2009, the book is available
for purchase from many online retailers including Barnes
and Noble. and Amazon.com.

Kelly Koerner (BA 1984) of The Colony,
Texas, launched an independent business

that aids students with their English,
reading, writing, and general study
skills. She named her business "Tex Kan
Tutoring" to emphasize her love for her
homes in Texas and Kansas, as well as her

love for education. Kelly is also an active
contributor to FHSU scholarships and

provides financial support for her father's
fund, the Pat O'Brian Scholsrship fo,
Victoria Srudents.

Dr. Ralph Voss (BA 1965, MA 1961)
of B irmingham, Alabama. is a retired
Professor of English for the University
of Alabama. where he spec talized in

Composition and American Drama. He

recently published a nonflction portrait of
his grandfather entitled "The Immigrant"


