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	Lesson #3: Blogging on Political Parties

	

	Goals

	Students will create and maintain an active blog while following the actions/decisions of a political party of their choosing by compiling information from various informational resources.  The purpose of the blogs is to allow students to post their individual reactions, questions, thoughts, or any other views pertaining to the information they have compiled. Throughout the blogging process, students will be encouraged to both criticize and defend the actions of the political party that they are following by critically thinking about how these actions or decisions effect different portions of society. Students will also be encouraged to visit and comment on their peers’ blogs to provide one another with different perspectives.

	

	Objectives

	· Using traditional and digital information resources, students will be able to compile information pertaining to the actions/decisions of a political party of their choosing.

· Students will be able to simultaneously blog about the information they are compiling about their chosen political party.
· Through the creation of their blogs, students will be able to express their reactions, opinions, and questions relating to the information they are compiling. 

	

	Discipline and Topic

	This lesson is the third of four lessons in a Participation in Government 12th grade course deigned to examine the impact of political parties on the United States’ political system. This lesson is designed to provide students with the opportunity to critically think about and reflect upon the way that the actions/decisions of political parties effect certain portions of society.

	

	Target Population

	This lesson will be presented to classes of no larger than 30 seniors of varying abilities in the 12th grade half-year course Participation in Government. 

	

	Curriculum Alignment

	NCSS Standards

· 10.c – locate, access, organize, and apply information about an issue of public concern from multiple points of view
· 10.d – identify and practice selected forms of civic discussion and participation consistent with the ideals of citizens in a democratic republic

· 10.g – examine the influence of public opinion on personal decision-making and government policy on public issues

The National Council for the Social Studies curriculum standards can be accessed by http://macmillanmh.com/socialstudies/2009/teacher/pdf/ncss.pdf 

NYS Social Studies Standards

· 5.3b – analyze issues at the local, state, and national levels and prescribe responses that promote the public interest or general welfare, such as planning and carrying out a voter registration campaign
· 5.4b – evaluate, take, and defend positions on what the fundamental values and principles of American political life are and their importance to the maintenance of constitutional democracy (Adapted from The National Standards for Civics and Government, 1994)
· 5.4c – take defend, and evaluate positions about attitudes that facilitate thoughtful and effective participation in public affairs
· 5.4e – participate in school/classroom/ community activities that focus on an issue or problem
The NYS Social Studies Learning Standards can be found at http://www.p12.nysed.gov/ciai/socst/socstand/home.html 

ISTE Standards

For Students:

· 3.b – locate, organize, analyze, evaluate, synthesize, and ethically use information from a variety of sources and media.
· 3.c – evaluate and select information sources and digital tools based on the appropriateness to specific tasks.
· 4.c – collect and analyze data to identify solutions and/or make informed decisions.
· 5.a – advocate and practice safe, legal, and responsible use of information and technology.
For Teachers:

· 1.b – engage students in exploring real-world issues and solving authentic problems using digital tools and resources.
· 2.a – design or adapt relevant learning experiences that incorporate digital tools and resources to promote student learning and creativity.
· 3.d – model and facilitate effective use of current and emerging digital tools to locate, analyze, evaluate, and use information resources to support research and learning.
The ISTE Learning Standards for both students and teachers can be found at http://www.iste.org/standards.aspx 


	

	Underlying Educational Theory

	The educational theory employed in this lesson is the Situated Learning Theory. This theory suggests that learners need to be exposed to material in authentic contexts, and that social interaction promotes learning in that learners involve themselves in a “community of practice.” In this lesson, students are actively learning about the decisions or actions that a political party makes and are then expressing their reactions or other views via their blogs. Students are examining the content of this lesson by reflecting on how the information that they have compiled about the current actions or decisions of the political parties is affecting various portions of the society in which they live.
An overview of the Situated Learning Theory can be found at 

http://www.learning-theories.com/situated-learning-theory-lave.html 


	Materials Description and Timing

	This lesson will encompass six (6) class sessions of roughly 40 minutes per session. The time allowed for this lesson is intended to provide students with a sufficient amount of time to locate current sources, compile their information, and blog about their findings simultaneously. This timeframe will also encompass one (1) weekend where students will be able to continuously locate sources and information about their selected political party outside of the allotted class time.
1. Individual computers with internet access for 20-25 students in the Computer Lab

2. Students will access their blogs and the activity’s description using the lessons page located on our class wiki page at http://mrmichaelflynn.pbworks.com/w/page/37113889/Blogging-on-Political-Parties 

3. The website http://www.politics1.com/parties.htm for students to access the political parties’ main websites to serve as an initial starting point for their research
4. Various news media websites to access information including, but are not limited to:

· http://www.cnn.com/
· http://www.msnbc.msn.com/
· http://www.foxnews.com/
· http://www.sourcewatch.org/index.php?title=SourceWatch 

5. Roughly 5-10 various daily newspapers and magazines brought in each day for students to locate information

	Supplemental Materials/Links

	1. http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=NN2I1pWXjXI Students can watch this video to gain a better understanding of the purpose of blogs.
2. http://technorati.com/blogs/directory/politics/uspolitics/ Students can use this website to access various political blogs in order to familiarize themselves with the format or types of ideas of political blogs.

	Lesson

	1. At the beginning of the first class session, students will be prompted to discuss as a class the following scenario: 
· “A particular political party has just supported a new bill that will negatively impact you and your families’ way of life. Or suppose you are a small business owner and this new bill will hurt the amount of business you get. How would you feel? What aspects of your life may be negatively impacted by the actions/decisions of the political parties?”
This discussion is intended to get students thinking through others’ points of view, which is a skill necessary for this activity.
2. Students will then be introduced to the lesson’s goals and purpose.

3. Once in the computer lab, the teacher will project the class’s wiki page and direct students to open the page as well on their computers, and then click on the “Blogging on Political Parties” link.
4. The teacher will then review the assignment with the class, highlighting the procedures and requirements for this lesson.
5. The teacher will display a model blog focusing on political issues using the projection system and briefly analyze the characteristics in order to promote student awareness of the types of elements they should include in their own blog.
6. Students will then select which political party they would like to follow for the remainder of the lesson and begin locating current event issues relating to the political party. To begin their research, students will be directed to the links on the assignment page.
7. Students will be using various internet and digital sources to locate information, as well as newspapers and magazines provided by the teacher. Students will be encouraged to find appropriate sources for themselves beyond the sources provided by the teacher. If students are finding trouble in locating sources the teacher will direct them to appropriate sources.
8. Students will continue locating information and simultaneously blogging about the issues for the remainder of the allotted time for this lesson.

9. During the blogging process students will consistently be reminded to reflect on how they would react if they were personally affected by the actions/decisions of their selected political party and record these feelings in their blogs in order to promote critical thinking. Even if students do not see themselves as being personally affected, they will be encouraged to put themselves in another’s shoes that would be and describe the types of emotions or reactions they might have. 
10. If students support the issues they have compiled then they must include specific reasons why to ensure that they are going beyond simply summarizing the issues.`
11. The teacher will allot the last five to ten minutes of each class session for the students to review and comment on their peers’ blogs.

12. During each class session, the teacher will be monitoring student progress to ensure active participation.

13. At the end of the allotted time, the students’ blogs will be individually assessed using the teacher’s grading rubric.


	Evaluation of Students

	· Student learning and participation in this lesson will be assessed using the following rubric:
Student Name:     ________________________________________

CATEGORY 

4 

3 

2 

1 

Ideas 

Ideas were expressed in a clear and organized fashion. It was easy to figure out what the blog was about. 

Ideas were expressed in a pretty clear manner, but the organization could have been better. 

Ideas were somewhat organized, but were not very clear. It took more than one reading to figure out what theblog was about. 

The blog seemed to be a collection of unrelated sentences. It was very difficult to figure out what it was about. 

Content Accuracy/
Participation
The blog contains at least 6 accurate facts and posts about the topic. 

The blog contains 5 or 4 accurate facts and posts about the topic. 

The blog contains 3 or 2 accurate facts and posts about the topic. 

The blog contains 1 or no accurate facts and posts about the topic. 

Personality/Voice 

The writer seems to be writing from knowledge or experience. The author has taken the ideas and made them "his own." 

The writer seems to be drawing on knowledge or experience, but there is some lack of ownership of the topic. 

The writer relates some of his own knowledge or experience, but it adds nothing to the discussion of the topic. 

The writer has not tried to transform the information in a personal way. The ideas and the way they are expressed seem to belong to someone else. 

Quality of responses to other posts 

Dialog was thoughtful and contained insightful views. There was a minimum of 8 responsive posts. 

Dialog posts were thoughtful and addressed the posts of 5 other persons. 

Two or more posts were given, but were not specific to the topic being addressed. 

One or no responses were given. 

Total: ______
/  16 Points


	

	Evaluation of Lesson

	This lesson will be considered a success based on the following criteria:
1. 85% of students complete at least 6 or more blog posts relevant to the information on their political party’s actions/decisions.
2. 80% of students actively participate in responding to their peers’ blog posts.
3. Students achieve an average of 12 points as scored via the grading rubric.

	

	Rationale for using the medium

	This lesson promotes critical thinking through compiling information about the actions or decisions that a political party makes and then analyzing how these actions/decisions could potentially affect different segments of society. Using blogs provides students with a less formal medium to present their ideas, reactions, questions, concerns, and any other relevant information pertaining to the possible ramifications or benefits of such actions/decisions on the part of the political parties through the author’s point of view. Blogs also encourage critical thinking through the interactive features of providing comments to one another. In doing so, students can access the ideas of their peers and leave them comments or questions in which they can further expand their point of view or provide alternate view points for further analysis.


	


