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You Need to Read, to Succeed


Within the past two decades the literacy level of America’s youth has been declining rapidly.  News articles oftentimes come out with statistics that could make a teacher cringe.  I recently read one that discussed how only two-thirds of the United States fourth graders were reading at level.  Being someone who appreciates and knows how important reading is, this statistic horrifies me.  Reading has become a chore to most of the children in the world, instead of a form of entertainment.  The skills that students used to learn by reading have been replaced by useless skills like playing video games.  So, with that knowledge in mind, my philosophy as a teacher is that one needs to be able to read, to succeed. 


As soon as a student gets behind reading level it becomes almost impossible for the student to catch up with their peers.  This puts the student at a disadvantage for the rest of their career as a student and as a productive human being.  Currently with the world being such a competitive place where even a master’s degree isn’t enough to get a job; high school graduates need to be reading at or above their grade level if they are to succeed in college and their future endeavors.  Not only will student’s grade in obvious subjects like English and social studies suffer, but success in the sciences and math will also be stifled.  Science classes are abundant with difficult vocabulary, without being taught the proper skills to read and understand new vocabulary students will often find themselves failing and not knowing why. 

In the science classroom that most of us grew up in I can’t remember ever having to read anything other than the textbook.  I think this put me at a large disadvantage when I started having to take college level courses at SUNY Geneseo.  I found that I had to read scholarly articles from Nature, Science, and many other professional journals.  It would take me considerably more time to read these kinds of articles because I didn’t have the correct vocabulary background or methods to comprehend what I was reading.  I would really love to learn some different ways to help students read journal articles, newspaper articles, and other bodies of literature that could really extend their body of scientific knowledge.


It has become very obvious over the past decade that the United States is behind other countries in terms of scientific discovery, invention, and theory.  Perhaps if more teachers had the training to bring current scientific literature into the high school classroom they would find that students were intrigued and involved in the lessons.  I also think that over time with more effective strategies being implemented in high schools we would find that United State’s students will grow up with a greater breadth and appreciation for science and can become integral parts of the global science community.
