Discuss the major research methods and issues pertaining to collection development and management.
With any research method or research issue, a curriculum connection is critical to teaching research skills. The information skills that you teach should be connected with a lesson, so the students won't ask, "Why is she telling me this?" The research must help the student in their task for information. It is important to collaborative with the teacher to design the research according to the lesson and grade level. The classroom teacher may only want the student to learn how to brainstorm to narrow a topic or idea. There are many issues that a media specialist can help students learn: using the table of contents, using OPAC, evaluating Web sites, citing sources, using PowerPoint software, and many other technology methods. 
Even with all the search sources available, it is important for the student to have a plan to follow for their research. There are several research models available to help students problem solve. The Big6 is a model that takes students through the research process with a six step method. The task definition, information seeking strategies, location and access, use of information, synthesis, and evaluation.  There is also a version for kindergarten through second grade.  This model was designed by Mike Eisenberg and Bob Berkowitz and can be reviewed at: http://www.big6.com.

The Florida Department of Education Library Media Services offers a developed a model called FINDS at http://www.sunlink.uef.edu/finds/. This is a five step plan to help the student focus, to help investigate, take notes, develop, and score. I have used this site it is very helpful.

Since there are so many search engines for information, our book Library 101 suggested that the media specialist create a Web Site Evaluation Form to help students log the URL page, the name of the web page, the title of the content, who created this web site and many other important details that many students do not record before leaving the web site and can't return to the same source for documentation.  The major idea is for the media specialist to collaborative with the teacher to make sure that the lesson or information agrees with the curriculum, help the student develop a plan, and then implement the research with the many search engines  or reference information available in the media center. 
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