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 Every year tons of families come to IUP for the weekend to visit their son or daughter for family 

weekend.  Family weekend is a great opportunity for students’ parents to come to campus and enjoy 

some quality time with their children.  There are many activities for families to participate in such as the 

football game, brunch, bingo, a free concert and more.  I interviewed 18-year-old IUP freshman Alexis 

Arnold from Brownsville, Pennsylvania about her weekend. 

 Arnold invited her mother Ronnie and her sister Tori to visit her over family weekend.   

 “I was very excited to have my mom and sister come visit,” said Arnold.  “I haven’t seen either of 

them since I came to school in August so it was really nice to finally get to spend some time with them.” 

 Arnold and her family attended the home football game where the Crimson Hawks faced Lock 

Haven University.  The game started at 1 p.m. and the Crimson Hawks pulled through with a win of 63-

31 over Lock Haven.  

 “It was actually the first football game I’ve ever attended so far as a student here at IUP,” said 

Arnold.  “It was a lot of fun and I think my mom and sister really enjoyed it too.  I definitely want to go to 

some more games in the future.”   

 Arnold’s 10-year-old sister, Tori, also from Brownsville had her own thoughts about the game as 

well. 

 “I really liked going to the football game and I especially liked the cheerleaders,” said Tori.  “I’m 

a cheerleader at my school and the IUP girls were really good.  They did lots of cool stuff and hopefully 

one day I’ll be a cheerleader at IUP.” 



 After the game Arnold and her family decided to go to Spaghetti Benders, an Indiana restaurant 

on Philadelphia Street.   

 “I couldn’t wait to take my mom and sister to Spaghetti Benders,” said Arnold.  “It’s my favorite 

restaurant up here and I knew they would love it.” 

 “Spaghetti Benders was very good,” said Arnold’s mom, Ronnie, 43.  “We’re Italian and I know 

good Italian food and this was just fabulous.” 

 After the Arnold’s relaxing meal they decided to rent some movies and go back to the Holiday 

Inn where Ronnie and Tori were staying.  They rented three different movies including “Dear John,” “P.S. 

I Love You,” and “Valentine’s Day.”  The three of them agreed they all loved girly, romantic movies so 

these were great picks for them.  They stayed up until almost 2 a.m. just watching movies, catching up 

and spending time together since they had all not been together since August. 

 “I really loved family weekend,” said Ronnie.  “I haven’t seen Alexis in so long and I was really 

happy to be able to come up and spend quality time with her and Tori.  It’s nice to have all of us 

together again.  I definitely plan to come back again next year for family weekend.   I think it’s something 

every family should do because it’s a great way to spend time with your daughter or son and it was a lot 

of fun.” 


