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TO:               Sergey Rybas, Professor 
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DATE:           February 14, 2011 

SUBJECT:     Reasoning behind technical definition changes 

 

I chose to do my technical definition on four-color process printing. I decided to do this 

definition because I think a lot of times  people do not realize that there is a difference between 

the colors for items printed (CMYK) and items on the web (RGB). They have seen the terms 

CMYK and RGB, but they’ve never really understood what they mean.  

 

In order to put four-color processing into layman’s terms, I used a lot of visuals. The technical 

term tells what happens during the process, but, in the layman’s terms, I showed how the 

process is applied. I told the layman that the colors are not solid, but instead they are dots and 

lines that, when combined with the other colored plates, create the desired color and final 

image. In order for the layman to understand, I provided an example that shows the final 

picture and what the four different plates that would be laid down look like. In the example 

image, there is also a “detail view” that shows how the dots are combined to create the final 

picture.  

 

I decided to use a visual strategy for the definition change because it is hard to understand how 

the process is used during printing. I think that oftentimes, when a person sees something 

printed, they assume that the colors are solid and they don’t realize that the image is actually 

created from a series of dots. This strategy visually shows how an image is printed using a 

printer.  
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