
Buddies in Oklahoma 
Campaign

Creating opportunities for people with 
intellectual and developmental 

disabilities throughout Oklahoma



Buddies History

Best Buddies was founded in 1989 by Anthony Kennedy 
Shriver. While attending Georgetown University, Shriver 

recognized the tremendous volunteer potential of 
university students. Shriver first inspired his college 

peers to personally collaborate in expanding the realm 
of opportunities that persons with intellectual 

disabilities should experience.



Best Buddies Mission:

To establish a global volunteer 
movement that creates 
opportunities for one-to-one 
friendships, integrated 
employment and leadership 
development for people with 
intellectual and developmental 
disabilities

States Involved:
      Arizona
     California
     Connecticut
     Delaware
     Florida
     Hawaii
     Illinois
     Indiana
     Iowa
     Kentucky
     Louisiana
     Maryland
     Massachusetts
     Nevada
     

     New Mexico
     New York
     Pennsylvania
     Rhode Island
     Tennessee
     Texas
     Utah
     Virginia
     Wisconsin

Buddies Around the Globe

Other Countries Involved:

Australia
Canada
Colombia
Denmark
Ecuador
Egypt
Finland
France
Ghana
Greece
Honduras
Hong Kong
Ireland
Israel

Kenya
Lebanon
Mexico
Netherlands
New Zealand
Panama
Peru
Phillippines
Poland
Qatar
Russia
Scotland
Singapore
Spain

Sweden
Tanzania
Thailand
Turkey
Venezuela



Best Buddies Colleges pairs people with intellectual and 
developmental disabilities in one-to-one friendships with college students.

Best Buddies Colleges

Best Buddies Colleges began on one 
campus in Georgetown, and is now active 
on more than 425 campuses.

Best Buddies Colleges could get involved 
on serveral Oklahoma campuses such as; 
Oklahoma State University, University of 
Oklahoma, University of Tulsa, Oklahoma 
Baptist University, Oklahoma Christian 
University, etc.

In the past, individuals with 
intellectual and developmental 
disabilities have not had the 
opportunity to have friends outside of 
their own environment. By becoming 
a College Buddy, volunteers offer a 
Peer Buddy the chance to 
explore a new way of life. 



Best Buddies High Schools

Since 1993, Best Buddies High Schools has paired students with 
intellectual and developmental disabilities in one-to-one friendships with 

high school students. 

By introducing Best Buddies into 
public and private high schools, 
participants are crossing the invisible 
line that too often separates those 
with disabilities from those without. 
Today, Best Buddies boasts more than 
900 high school chapters worldwide.

Through Buddies in Oklahoma, dozens 
of high schools across Oklahoma can 
maintain a stronger special education 
program.This would help students that 
volunteer develop stronger leadership 
skills before entering college. Special 
needs students would experience a 
relationship that they would remember 
forever.



Best Buddies Middle Schools

Started in 2001, Best Buddies Middle Schools is already active on 
145 middle school campuses pairing students with IDD in one-to-one 

friendships.

In today’s middle schools, students 
with intellectual and developmental 
disabilities often enter the same 
building and walk the same hallways 
as their peers, but they are left out of 
social activities.

With the help of Buddies in Oklahoma, 
middle schools throughout Oklahoma 
can encourage friendships for every 
student, including the students with 
disabilities. This gives the typical 
developing students a chance to 
donate their time for a special bond 
they would not find anywhere else.



Best Buddies Jobs

Best Buddies Jobs continues the integration of people with IDD into the 
community through supported employment. 

The program helps individuals attain 
and maintain jobs of their own 
choosing by providing ongoing 
support and training, enabling people 
with intellectual and developmental 
disabilities to earn an income, pay 
taxes, and work in an environment 
alongside others in the community. 

Best Buddies Jobs has placed more 
than 500 individuals in integrated 
employment positions.

Buddies in Oklahoma will integrate 
people with intellectual and 
developmental disbilities into normal 
work environments, giving them a 
chance to truly take care of them-
selves and live a life that every other 
person gets to live every day.



Best Buddies Citizens

Friends and family are the foundation 
that help human beings become 
successful. Without love, support, and 
friends, our lives would be empty - a life 
people with intellectual and 
developmental disabilities have been 
forced to live throughout history. 

Best Buddies Citizens will give 
Oklahoma residents of all ages a 
chance to make a difference in their 
communities, and in the life of a 
person with an intellectual and 
developmental disability.

Since 1993, volunteers are changing lives by simply sharing 
their time with a new friend.

Best Buddies Citizens matches people with intellectual and 
developmental disabilities in one-to-one friendships with individuals in 

the corporate and civic communities. 



Where We Are Going

Best Buddies Goals:

Best Buddies created our 2010 Initiative in 2001, with the goal of 
operating programs in all 50 states, expanding our international 
programs to 50 countries, and impacting 500,000 people worldwide 
each year by the end of 2010.  Currently, Best Buddies programs 
engage participants in each of the 50 states and in 50 countries, 
impacting 700,000 people worldwide.

Buddies in Oklahoma Campaign Goals:

The Buddies in Oklahoma campaign strives to establish a Best Buddies 
program throughout the state of Oklahoma in order to create 
opportunities and friendships for people with intellectual and 
developmental disabilities and improve their overall quality of life. 
Buddies in Oklahoma will focus on establishing programs throughout 
Oklahoma middle schools, high schools, universities and businesses. 

Buddies in Oklahoma will focus on breaking down the barrier of social 
seclusion that many people with intellectual disabilities endure daily by 
building lasting friendships with non-disabled peers, self-confidence 
and independence.



Buddies in Oklahoma


